- South Western Railway pro-
. vides several facilities to pas-

| Hubballi railway station needs
| buggies for the physically chal:

' which is why he sanctioned
'\ fundsfrom the MP’s fund. 2

- Jobs to physically challenged
| Dbeople, said E Vijaya, DGM,
' PROof SWRHubballi,

erver s g e
THE TWAES OF UNDIAVBANGALBRE
iQJ‘UN.'ZWI._ ;
hysically challenged

. Times News Nfrwoﬁk _

on, has introduced two battery operated ve-
hicles to help the aged and physically disabled
intherailwaystation. Twovehicles in Hubballi
and one in Dharwad railway station had been

- operating for a fortnight; this was a long-time
demand from passengers to help easy move-

mentof physicallydisabled and senior citizens
totheir platforms.

Senior citizens and the physically disabled |
would struggle struggling to reach platforms

to catch their trains, carrying their luggage,

‘.sSbufhWésternRailway,Hﬁbballidi&‘

fromthestationentrance, Battery-operatedve- |

hicles now help them -avoiding hurdles and
mountingthe skywalk.

 Senthil Kumar, senior divisional manager
(commercial) of Hubballi, said that two escala-
tors had been installed, and now with three
nggies, mobility would be easier. “MP Pral-

had Joshi provided Rs 17 ]akh for these vehi.
cles,”headded. :

The eco-friendly vehicles are three-seaters,
each costingRs5.66lakh: . 8 |

- \“Trained operators handle these vehicles
on rail ay platforms. They cause no sound or
harmto anyone,” headded. The serviceis abso-

. lutelyfree, and*fhé~RotarngIub of Hubballihas
| come forward to operate the vehicles by giving

MP Pralhad Joshi said |
sengers on a routine basis, but

lenged and senior citizens and
this is a long-time demand,
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ﬁau enge
qa%ch four thieves
' Ballari; Pasé’gﬁe’?sﬁf Amaravati Express
g train on Friday caught four alleg ged
| thieves and handed them overto the
. Police in Hosapete. The accused
 allegedly stolea b conta
f *3§llfables of Gu]dr:tgd“bas !gugnessmah
- froma sleeper coach of t| € train running
 between Hubballi and Vijayawada. The
' passengers caught the accused when
+/theynoticed the missing bag in their
g /possession, Though,pneofytheaccusedf
* . tried to jump off: ,.he
| caught. The passengers and me traln
| ticket examiners informed the
; . Toranagallu police, who boarded the
“trainat Tgranag alluand took the.
accused to,Hosapete, where they were
handed over to the Karn atak railway
. police. The police said'the accused
belong to Blhar g

&

l rducted at Hubballi Worksh ;
o »aba ISQ Ea is ’?gbc;:r;o— A threat to development:
yas conducted to create awarenessd ts

ffects of tobacco and tobacco pro uc
) , occasion, Ajaykumar, chief WOrksh?fp . gf
nar Hubballi Workshop, spoke about harmful effec ;
i  Babu K, additional chief medical e
' Central Railway Hospital said tha;c| t?‘c :eca O

| kills more than 07 million people every year and will i

t08mllllon by 2030 G J p s
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SWRbeat JSWin
volley league |

>>SouthWest_em Rail- -
77 ways (SWR) beat Jin

ks

. Steel Works (JSW) 3-1in
the Karnataka Volley
 Lea hase IV) en- |

Lo

leyball

Juits: Men: SWR (2025,
9515, 25:17, 25:17); postal bt KSP: |
3.2 (30-28,20:2519- 25,25:20, 15
11); BSNL bt ASC 3-2 (22-25,22:25,
25-22,26-24,15-10); CQAL bt SWR 3~
2 (18-25,25-20, 20-25,25-19, 15-
09).' feos S < (B
w?:men: Mysore Sports Hostel bt Ban- |
galore City 2-0 (25-17, 25-23). :

A L e
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Curlous crowd: People waiting to enter the Science Express at Kengeri

railWay. station in Bengaluruon Sunday. =SAMPATH KUMAR G.P.

| STAFF REPORTER " the queue so that daily commuters Clear report, notify
| BENGALURU ; Sep were not disturbed. railway division
Compared to the chaos on Sat- ‘Rubul Borah, manager of Sci- |8ir, — The much-’awa’fed &
urd_qy,_;rowd*contrql measures at  ence EXpress, said: “I would like to \Gulbarga Railway Division, |
the Kengeri railway station, where | thank the police personnel for ' which was announged in x
_the Science [Express was stationed, their help. My team is also collect- | 2014, is still on paper. ¢ |
was far better on Sunday with ively working towards effective : Notification for crea ion of }
CRPF ,andfiﬁplice personnel‘provid- crowd management. Lessons were this new railway division 18y \
ing ground:support. RS learnt from Saturday’s chaos and getting delayed as the
. As therain s scheduled to . all the criticism taken construct- ' Detailed Project Reportis ’
: d.epa):t‘fp\t Koduiu Railway Station  ively.” He added that the crowd on |yettobe approved and is still 1
| in Andhra pradesh at 6 p.m., visit- Sunday was thinner. ' 'linder examination in the
"' ors were notified that entry would - Kajal, who was among the many | Ministry of Railways. This is
 be stopped at 4 p.m. However, the ‘science communicators’ inside the the answer everyone gets
i deadline was extended ti . train, said: “Today being a Sunday, . when they seek information
. nmodate were more adults accompa- under RTI or PG Portal.
 the train departed 0 m, ng children than «yesterday, Many experts feel that
Every five metres, either alocal = when it was mostly schoolchildren Solapur divisionisa
- volunteer Of an officer managed  visiting” L ' stumbling block as it hasto
: : ; : ' forgo a major share of
 revenue from Wadi,
 Shahabad and Gulbarga
 stations. This is very unfair.
Gulbarga being the fifth
] Jargest city in the State has
—tgg;‘_cred'entials.ito:have‘a
| railway division. The Sareen
i Co 1 G i

;i;iﬁlmg‘aéd it long ago.
We hope that Railway -

| Minister Suresh Prabhu

' would clear the report and

| issuea formal notification

| soon. Before the resentment
of peoplerises, the Railways .

| should respond to the

' feelings of this region. [
MUDGAL VENKATESH, 2
Kalaburagi
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‘Around 950 personnel of the i

Konkan Railway Corporation
Ltd (KRCL) will patrol the
'Konkan Railway tracks from
Kolad in Maharashtra to
Thokur in Mangaluru during
the monsoon season. KRCL
connects. ~ Mumbai  to
Mangaluru through a net-
work of 741-km railway track.

Vulnerable locations along
‘the Konkan route will be
patrolled  round-the-clock:
and | stationary watchmen
will f)e deployed for 24 hours
at cntical locations.

. Speed reductlon
A press release from KRCL
'said. here that monsoon

 patrolling will be conducted

(as per the provisions of In-

 dian Railway Permanent Way

aa/w

BUSINESS LINE/BANGALORE

09 Jun 2017

M anual ‘to. ensure  safety

along the track. Apart from
imposing speed restrictions
at vulnerable locations, in-
structions have been issued

 to the loco drivers to run the

trains at a reduced speed of

40 km per hour in case of

heavy rainfall when visibility

s limited.

Communication facilities

Mobile phones have been
provided to loco pilots, sta-
tion masters and field offi-
cials. Both loco pilots and

guards of trains have been

provided with walkle talkle
sets.

It said that emergency_

communication sockets have
been provided at a distance of
average 1km along the route.

This enables the patrol-men,

watchmen and other main-

(et

-0"personnel to patrol k fonkan
lilway tracks during monsoon

.,trollers “during emergexféy

31tuations

Fewer landslides i
Satellite phone co un}ca—
tion has been' provided in‘ac-

_cident relief medical van

(ARMV) situated at Ratnagiri
and Verna stations for con-
tacting headquarters control
when ARMV is pressed in to
service, i

The release said that the in-
cidences of boulder fall and
landslides have significantly
reduced jn the last decade fol-
lowing the execution of large-
scale geo-safety works along
the railway line. There has

been no major disruption to

train service on account of
boulder fall during monsoon
in the last five years, it said.



| _%»;:?‘p, : = ‘
%0&356 B30030H23; 3:253 B00860 GO0 wodod  oneato we
| aboridaty: hortiach Aot e - Emer BotTF AN ST GO8 datiat oS Ambodzpicmor ondsos sy z;?‘”
g0 AR O ST g, a0 o 0Eb G oo NI XBIRIERY HEbRAE Satiat it
Fots® 390 GORY HOR A0D Ted SooamS. g0 34 DEORR) &e0UEd G WRTONY Rsss or erke Spneaen n QeR0dR SRR
AerdoROTY Y o Rt ORI DerpEg SOV S0 0005 DRrocBRORNR  SyPE HOES
30, ;Soomm'& Aot - FOEOR" 'gobao"m SEFT Goo 1398158 Roorigath Fot3o" RURINR RBECLR.9.00 - 3 ,mog
e o ke St sor 0T sy BACED Y GO et DN s oo S R

33 et 0N BACEYEHH TR DB0te B 1R0d0 G AOANY Heiick oTmRITS,

_ analufwd'nc; alext »Loco ;Di/Of G‘L Mangalove Centrad ~ dem

In)evdf"ﬁ Ox press oy avertee! o wishap Newy

Tobatte. e obsexved Loand QWAL meon Jotatte

M and  stopped Ao Fyoun o He a}go indormes
e fa;wbwﬁ' opercals  abosd  die inadlnt



........................................................................................................

‘A royal rlde from

Kerala tp, Goa (

. Opulence on wheels: A file picture of the Maharajas
Express, the Luxury:train run by IRCTC. =kamAL NARANG

S. ANIL RADHAKRISHNAN
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Maharajas’ Express,
an analogue to super lux-
ury travel that combines
princely opulence with
‘modern amenities, will

embark on its maiden tour

of the southern States
from here on July 1.

Billed as the ‘World's
Leading Luxury Train,’ it
will depart from the Ko-
chuveli terminal at 9.15
p.m. on July 1 and visit
Chettinad, Ma-
habalipuram, Mysuru,
‘Hampi and Goa during its
'elght-day/seven-mght
tour.

The ‘Southern Jewels -
Monsoon  Special’ will
cover the alluring lands of
the south, several magnifi-
cent monuments ' and
palaces of historical im-

~ portance, while exploring
the rich cultural heritage
of the region before wind-
ing up the journey in
Mumbai.

First from the south
Managed by the ‘Indian
Railway = Catering' - and
Tourism Corporation Ltd.
(IRCTC), it will be the first

trip of the Maharajas’ Ex--

press from the south, The
IRCTC has tied up with the
tourism departments to

/7

.tan’s capital. 1

entertain passengers with
a host of cultural actlvmes
and serve regional cu1s1ne 4
ateachstop. !
‘In Karaikudi, passen-
gers will visit C'hef'tmad
mansions, Athangud1 tile-
makers and one of the’
Chettinad Heritage Hotels
for activities, including
Chettinad cuisine demo,
mundu/dhoti  draping, ' |
saree draping and henna |
art. During their visit to

the historical port town of {

Mahabalipuram, the pas- f
sengers will get to see the '
5 rathas, Arjuna’s Penance
and Shore Temple — UNW
ESCO World Heritage site 1
— and  the ‘Sea She]l "
Museum.

In Mysuru, the hohday“ J
ers will be taken to the
Wodeyar Palace, pop-
ularly known as thi ’
Mysore Palace, and Srir- |
angapatnam, Tipu Sul

There will be a doctor_ :

. on board along with para- '

medical staff, tour-escorts
to assist the holidayers in
addition to security per-
sonnel and valets.

‘The 23-coach train,
with a capaaty of 88
guests,  has , bar-cum-
lounges, two restaurants
and state-of-the-art
features.

(B
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g in train a living

nightmare for the disabled

i

~ CanBook Only
- 2Sleeper-Class
Tickets Online

Jasjeev.Gandhiok
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Believe it or not,
in any particular train, just
two sleeper-class tickets can
be booked online by the diffe-
rently abled — that is, if you
aren’t prompt enough, you

FoTP will need to

the counter to
reserve a
berth. This,
however, is
just the begin-
ning of the ordeal, as Suvar-
na Raj, a para-athlete who
has represented India at

- multiple international
events, discovered on Satur-
-day.

For Raj, who is also a dis-
abled rightsactivist, the jour-
ney from Nagpur to Delhi
wasnothing short of anight-
mare. Allotted an upper
berth despite being 90% dis-
abled, she sought help from

.railway authorities: however,
after officials allegedly tur-
ned down her request citing

non-availability of berths,

she chose to lie down on the

floor of the compartment,
Raj told TOI that she was

offered alower berth in anot-

queue up at

Disabled suffer as stations do tave platforms with amps and evators

her coach several hours into
the journey: “I had to use a
blanket on the floor as a ma-
keshift bed. I asked for a spa-
re blanket — even that was
provided after a long wait
and reeked of vomit. An al-
ternative seat offered to me
wasn’t wheelchair-accessib-
le,meaning whichIcouldnot
move there alone,” she said.
Raj rued how the differently

abled continued to have-a

harrowing time duringtrain
journeys despite much talk

cum-first-serve basis, but a
request for change could be
made under the “emergency
quota”. Disabled right acti-
vists, however, felt the whole
process—rightfrombooking
ticketstothejourney itself —
was fraught with difficulties.
Only two tickets in slee-

« per class are reserved for the
differently abled in a train,
after which they will have to
physically get a ticket from

~the counter to avail of a con-

cession of 75% — but these

about inclusiveness. She al-.. seats will be under the gene-
leged that often general cate- r category and may not be
gorypeopleoccupiedseatsin ' di abléd-friendlyv

a coach reserved for the dis-
abled. “The authorities don’t
take any action in such ca-

_ses,” she claimed.

On Sunday;, railway mini-

ster Suresh Prabhu ordered

an inquiry into the incident.
Railway officials said a
berth was bopked on a first-

_ Afewyearsago, railways
introduced a coach for the

differently abled =/at the

start or end of the train —
with four seats. Activists
TOI spoke to said this con-
cept also needed to be chang-
ed. “These coaches are at the
endorstartof thetrain, Only

 rali
~und activist who was alle-
‘gedly groped by porters whi-

disabled passengers are allo-
wed, meaning which one
cannot travel with his/her
family asthey will sitina dif-
ferent coach,” said Suvarna
Raj’shusband, Pradeep, a pa-
ra-athlete and = disabled
rights activist himself,

Javed Abidi, activist and
director of the National Cent-
re for Promotion of Employ-
ment for Disabled People, sa-
id major improvements nee-
ded to be made in the online
system, followed up by swee-
ping changes to make sta-
tions and trains more disab-
led-friendly. “Fewrailway sta-
tionshave elevators orramps.
Also, width of train doors do-
esn’t allow wheelchairs to g
inside,” Abidisaid. :

The travails don’t end
with entering the train,
“Washrooms in trains are
not accessible either. These
things only showthe enormi-
ty of the problem. Each train
must have some coaches that
are disabled-friendly and ha-
ve enough width, both at the
entrance and in aisle, for
anyone using crutches or
wheelchairs.”

With awareness low;, seve-
ral campaigns have been ini-
tiated to make trains more
disabled-friendly. One such
campaign — #MyTrainToo
—waslaunched online by Vi-
odi, a wheelchair-bo-

lelifting her wheelchair.
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Para athlete forced to
sleep on train ﬂoor

Railway Minister orders robe

] gPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
: EW DELHI 9

H\/Iedal-wmnmg Indxan para-
athlete  Suvarna ‘Raj on
Sunday alleged that she was
allotted an upper berth on
the | Nagpur:Nizamuddin

(Garib:Rath Express despite. -

‘having mentioned her dis-

iability  when booking. her ‘

tickets. As she could not ac-
«cess the berth and her re-
/quest for a lower berth was
ignored by the TTE and fel-
low passen ers, she was
forced to sleep on the floor
of the train.

Taking serious note of the
lincident, Union Railway
Minister, Suresh Prabhu has
‘ordered an inquiry.

Ms. (Raj, however, said
ishe wanted “permanent
solutions”; {

“I ‘want Mr. Prabhu to
travel with me and see for
thimself the problems that
rdlfferently-abled people
face in a train,” Ms. Raj told
The Hindu. .

i Recalling her ordeal, the
wheelchair- bound athlete
-said, “Iboarded the train at
118:45 p.m. on Saturday and
| was allotted an. upper berth.
I requested the TTE mul-
/tiple times for a change of
berth, but to no avail. He

Suvarna Raj was alltted :
an upper berth on a
Delhi-Nagpur train.

,then disappeared. My co-

passengers also did not
seem interested in helping
me. Eventually, I was forced
to spend the night on the
floor,” said Ms. Raj, who suf-

4

fers 90% disability due to |

~ polio.

Ms. Raj said she had been

her denied basic rights as a.

human being.

“I just wanted to have a |
safe and clean travel with

dignity. I did not ask for in-

ternational standards here. |

Basic  human
would be fine;” she says. o

courtesy. -
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Separate washrooms, baby
totlet seats in bullet trains

New Delhi: Rail passeng-
‘ers can look forward to an

entirely new kind of toilet
system -- urinals, western

| style toilets with hot water

and washing closet seat fa-
cility and separate washro-
oms for men and women
equipped with triple mir-
rorsfor make-up.

The E5 Shinkansen seri-

| esbullettrainstobepressed

into. service on the upco-

ming Mumbai-Ahmedabad

high speed corridor will also

| have baby changing rooms

comprising baby toilet seats,

tables for diaper disposal -
| and a low sink for children

for washinghands.
Therailwaysare gearing

| up to acquire 25 E5 Shinka-

| senseriesbullet trains from
' Japanatanestimated costof

Rs 5,000 crore for the Modi

| government's first bullet
| trainproject.

The 731-seater E5 series

‘. Shinkansen bullet train, a

new generation Japanese

| highspeedtrain, willalsoha-
| ve multi- purpose room to be

used for breast feeding and
alsofor sick passengers.

Besides, there willalsobe
two extra-spacious toilets
for wheelchair-bound pas-
sengers in the 10-coach high
speed train.
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MODERNIZING THE LOO

Facilities of separate
rest rooms and toilets for
men and women while intro-
ducing wall mounted type
urinals for men in the high
speed train are in the offing
for the first time in Indian
Railways, said a senior Rail-
way Ministry official invol-
ved with the Rs 1 lakh crore
bullet train project.

However, urinals and toi-
lets:will be installed in alter-
nate coachesinthetrain. For
example, toilets will be in-
stalled in coach number 1, 3,
5, 7 and 9 while urinals will
be available in coach num-
ber2,4,6and8.

Washroois for men and
women will also be placed in

' similar way.

There will be luggage
space for business class pas-
sengers in the train. Besides
business,. there will be also

Standard class passengers.
While the train will have 698
seats for Standard class, 55
seats will be earmarked for
Business class.

Thebullet train with sea-
ting facility will take about 2
hours7minutesto travel 508-
km distance between Mum-
baiand Ahmedabad.

Most of the corridor will
be elevated, except for a 21
km underground tunnel bet-
ween Thane and Virar, of
which 7km willbe undersea.

The undersea tunnel was
chosen to avoid damaging
the thick vegetation present
inthearea.

The corridor will begin
at the underground station
in the Bandra-Kurla Comp-
lex in Mumbai, and then tra-
verse 21 km underground be-
fore emerging above ground
at Thane.

" JICA has agreed to fund
8lpercentof thetotal project
costthroughab0-yearloanat
an interest rate of 0.1 per
centandamoratoriumonre-
payments up to15 years.

Indian Railways will in-
vest Rs 9,800 crore in the
high- speed rail project and
the remaining cost will be
borne by the state govern-
ments of Maharashtra and
GuJarat PTI

384 GITi | Kivi%ieo
WVANUMAMPM

U i s&:a’ ot gosgor

r zgasaméd z.;ads

12 JuN 2017




DECCAN HERALD

Be)ﬁalum: &=l

BMTC buses operate at Kempegowda Bus St
)ﬂonday. DH PHOTO .

on desplte the Kamataka bandh on :

Normal Ilfe unaffected by
bandh in Bengaluru.

Security -
‘arrangements
made to thwart

‘any untoward

incidents

| BENGALURU: The dawn-to-

dusk’Karnataka bandh
called by pro-Kannada or-
ganisations on Monday .
evoked a poor response in
the city. . -

‘The: niormal hfe by and
large,.remained unaffected
BMTC and Namma Metro op-
erations were not affected.
Cab segvices, including Ola
and Uber, were normal
though the waiting time
, seemed to be a bitlonger.

- Schools  and colleges
recorded good attendance.
‘Shops, hotels and all other
business establishments re-

main opened through the. day.

Police had made elaborate
security arrangements to
thwart any untoward inci—
dents.

" About 2,000 police person-
nel from the law-and order
and traffic wings, besides
CAR and KSRP, were de-
ployed.

Additional deployments
were made at railway station,
bus stands and Kempegowda
International airport to en-
sure peace and harmony.

The police had enhanced
security at all shopping malls,
markets and business estab-
hshments

-About 200- Kannada ac-
tivists were taken into preven-
tive custody when they
attempted to take out a pro-
cession * from Town Hall
to picket Vidhana Soudha.

“We had anticipated that
the bandh would be a flop

show as Kannada organisa-
tions were divided on calling
for a bandh. Various govern-
ment and private organisa-
tions too had clarified that
they would not support the
bandh. There ‘were intelli-
gence alerts that public and
business community were op-

-posed to the bandh and might

not participate,” said a police |
officer. ;
There were attempts to
stage protests at Mysore Bank
circle, Kengeri, K R Puram
and Chamarajpet, but the po-
lice detained protesters and
released them later. :
“As a precautionary meas-
ure, we had warned certain
leaders:about participating in

-the bandh to trigger violence.

These were the leaders whom
the police had kept under con- -
trol * during the Cauvery
bandh,” he said. i
DH News Service
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Why is. the government
trying to | rmg in another
steel monster:.in the city,
- this-time ‘at-at'Shivananda
- Circle, ‘amidst :  wide

opposmon" Are’ ﬂyovers a.
increasing .

" solution to
traffic jam in the. city?-

- Traffic experts beg to N
dlﬂ'er They ' say that city. -4
: " public’
transport to ease traffic -
congestion rather - than 8
" which * they °
dismiss . it as.a ploy for *
7 . and
contractors to mint money,

needs mass:.

flyovers,

bureaucrats
Mlstaken belief;.
Regardmg ‘the - govern-

ment’s keenness for steel
flyover, Srinivas Alavalli,

coordinator, . Citizens for‘

Bengaluru .(CfB), . said,

"This is mainly because of
théir' mistaken belief that
traffic congestion can be
handled by flyovers. They
are out of toug] &nth real-

. 8
decided on stee

Alavalli said, “If ‘govern-

.ment . makes dec1s1ons,
based on data and evi-::

dence and puts it up on
public domain,: we won't

find mass1ve pubhc re31st-:
.ance." -

‘Many solutions

When asked about the
solution, Alavalli asserted,
"Public -transport ‘is the

solution. Double the buses.

YOver, .
-after any moblhty studies; -

vehicles, parking fees and

'congest1on charges and

use that money for public
transport, he suggested.
He made it clear that cit-
izens will not 6ppose every
single thing the govern-
ment - proposes. He -said
that CfB was closely woik-

;Flyover of 10 '_'_Ielp“

nt push a blg stegl’ er
;. has now: come:dowi:foget

n}any small ones;-

ing with the'BMTC and

BBMP for Green App and .
fighting for .ward commlt
tees.

When asked 1f the c1ty
will see another-protest :
against steel flyover -at
Shivananda circle,
Alavalli said it dépends on
the level of transparency
and citizen involvement in
projects..

klckbacks by pré}fpsmg .

'Theycameupab ild a

., steel monster; measuring
- 6.7km which they couldn't :

after wide opposition. Now

: ++ they have proposed a small
Impose taxes on new

monster measuring 326
m," Sreehari said and
ruled out that the flyover
will not solve any traffic
congestion on the stretch.
Eyen he batted for publie
transport like Metro and
monorail, which can carry
thousands of; passengers
atatlme i %



DECCAN CHRONICLE

Bengalt ey

:./ ‘ ; - o :
‘BSNL, Postal | -

lift titles © . . -
i BSNL blew away SWR 25-
22, 1625, 2519, 2519 after

being level at one set apiece |

in the men's fitial, to the lift

- Meanwhile, in the women’s
fivial, Postal ‘whitewashed !

.| 25605, 25-23 to rightfully lay
lclaimtdthe‘tf'o

: Mysoi'éij"S_'tal'i'Hbs'fél 5-15,

: nwuns'-mﬁmx‘ue%%sm 3 bt :

i " SWR 1 (25:22, 16-25, 25-19,125-19)
I . Women: Postal 3 bt Mysore Sp- |
; -orts Hostel 0 (25-15, 25-05, 25-23) |

b, Ly, DA

Rl E 2 kg
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i Opulenceon wheels- A ﬁle picture of t
o -.Express the luxury tram run by |RCTC IKAMAL NARANG -

i . S.ANIL RADHAKRISHNAN

= THlRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Maharajas’ Express,
an analogue to super lux-

-ury travel that combines ..

princely opulence with

‘modern ‘amenities, will

embark on its maiden tour-
of the southern States

from here on July 1.

Billed- as the ‘Worid’
Leading Luxury Train,’ it

* will depart from the ‘Ko-

chuveli terminal .at 9.15

{ . p.m. on ,Iuly 1.and visit
. Chettinad, Ma-

habalipuram, Mysuru,

Hampi and Goa duringits’ -
i elght-day/seven-mght
- tour. . :

. The ‘Southem Jewels -

cent: monuments. . and

palaces of historical im-
portance, ~while exploring.
‘the rich cultiral heritage

of the region before wind-

ing up the Journey in.

Mumba1

First from the south

Managed by the Indlan

Railway Catering ‘and

" Tourism Corporation Ltd.

(IRCTC), it will be the first
trip of the Maharajas’ Ex-

= press from the south, The

TN Lan &2ad e Sl E s e

'entertam passengers with

a host of cultural activities

-and serve regional cu1sme =

at each stop.

In Karaikudi, passen-
gers will visit Chettinad
mansions, Athangudl tile-

-makers and one of the
: Chettinad Heritage Hotels

for activities, : includmg

‘Chettinad cu1s1ne demo,
mundu/dhoti " draping, . :

saree draping and henna

- art. During ‘their visit:to
the historical port town of - :

Mahabahpuram, the pas-
sengers will get to see the
5 rathas, Arjuna’s Penarice

and- Shore Temple — UN- - :
“ ESCO World Heritage site
. — and the Sea Shell
Monsoon Specxal’ “will : ;
‘cover the alluring lands of
the south, several magmﬁ

Museum e
In Mysuru, the hohday--

“ers will be taken to'the ..
.Wadiyar Palace, popularly -
known as the Mysore * i}

palace, and Srirangapat-

~ nam, Txpu -Sultan’s

capital.
There will be a doctot
on 'board along with para-

medical staff, and tour es-~

corts to assist the holiday-
ersin addition to security
personnel:and-valets.

The - 23-coach . train,

with a capacity . of 88

.guests, -has  bar-cum-

lounges, two restaurants

cilr ) S
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THE NEW INDIAN EXPRECQS

_BE?M@CNWU‘. EdM

ENS@ ﬁengaluru

- “TT'walgood. But it was sorushed
that I could barely take in any in-

formation,” said Bharath B, a
student. This sums up the experi-
ence most visitors had at Science
Express. The mobile science ex-
hibition was parked at Kengeri

" railway station for three days,

Sunday being the last day:

It was chaos at the small sta-
tion with the train drawing at
least 1.48 lakh people over the
course of three days. Sunday
alone saw someé 55,000 people,
many of whom were students.

The large crowds caused traf-
fic jams on Mysuru Road. The
venue also saw tempers rise as
visitors had to wait for hours be-
fore they could get inside the
train. Some returned without
even going inside, - -

The staff members on the train

- who were meant to talk about the

exhibits, had a tough time con-
trolling the crowd. Instead of in-
teracting with the crowd, they
acted as mere regulators. One of
the staff members Anoop A S
-said, “I wanted to speak about ad-
aptation (an exh1b1t) butall T have
been saying is ‘please keep
movmg ” .

As the time for the train’s de-
parture approached, orderly
queues degenerated into shoving

Crowds waiting to enter the Science Express at Kengeri railway station in Bengaluru
on Sunday I VINOD KUMART .

®

‘matches and many verbal clashes

broke out between visitors and
the policemen.

A woman and her two children
left the queue after almost three
hours as the children got hungry.
She said, “The people inside the
train were walking really slowly.
It was inconsiderate of them not
to think of the people waiting
‘outside. As per information put
out, the train was supposed to be
here til 5pm but now they are say-
ing it will be here only till

_4pm.”Prior to Kengeri, the train
-was parked at Whitefield for

three days and it will now go to

Kolluru in Andhra Pradesh’s -

Guntur district. The train travels

throughout the country every. -

year.
However, for those who could

‘enter the train, the relief was pal-

pable on their faces.

The theme of the exhibition
this year was climate action—
the seriousness of the problem,
what was being done about it and
what could be done. Spread over
11 coaches, the exhibition con-
sisted of models, photographs
and infographics.

’

¢
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BENGALURU, DHNS: Metro
commuters on the East-West
line are likely to get a train
every three minutes during
peak hours after Namma
Metro opens the remaining
_ stretch of the Green Line for
public.
Full report on Page 3

East-West Metro may
run every 3 minutes

BENGALURU: Metro com-
muters on East-West line are

‘likely to get a train every

three minutes during peak
hours after Namma Metro
opens the remaining stretch
of the Green Line to the
public, where the frequency

will be six minutes.

Bangalore Metro Rail Cor-
poration managing director
Pradeep Singh Kharola said,
“We estimate that the load on
Purple Line (East-West) will be
more and so the frequency can
touch three minutes. On the en-
tire North-South line, we will

run trains every six minutes -

during peak hours,” he said,
adding that the frequency will
come down to four minutes
gradually.

Green Line, where the fre-
quency is 10 minutes at present,
will benefit the most when BM-
RCL runs trains every six min-
utes, At present, trainsrun ata
frequency of four and five min-
utes for nearly two hours in the
morning and eveningon Purple
Line.

“GreenLine has 29 of the 50

during peak hours

Wlth the opening of the Green l.me, BMRCL expectsthat the
load on Purple Line will be more.

trains. We have to transfer
three trains to Purple Line to
manage the crowd. If that falls
short, wewill run the short-loop
service,” Kharola said.

The number of Metro riders
is expected to cross five lakh af-
ter the entire Phase-1 becomes
operational. While it is yet to
be seen whether BMRCL’s
measures will help in making
Metro ride comfortable, the in-

frastructure seems to be more

.than enough.

Explaining the infrastruc- |.
ture capacity to handle the in-
creased number of commuters,
Kharola said the Kempegowda -
Metro Station can- handle
20,000 people at a time.

DH News Service
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to handle 5L comm'ters

42km 5Iakh
comrtiuters. 50
trains. One train
every 4 minutes.
Namma-Metro
promisesto
revolutionize
mobility across
Bengaluru, starting
June 18. While:
citizens are eager
to.hoponand -
discover how -
fastand easy -
commuting can be,
BMRCL is-gearing
up to tackle the.

new challenge;; with |

a detaﬂed plan to - ROLLING ON: The Green line’s new sectlon covers densely populated
- 1o market areas and the upmarket areas of South Bengaluru
handle this _

“mammoth task

i et

fromlune 8.
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Metro as it touches /
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: interchange 447 train operators and
station controllers

s o 109 womert; 95
June 17 women are only
.train operators

/ Trained to operate
" trains, control station
management

inauguration

opens to
i _ pubhc

R
g @

15 parking lots on Green line, T new ’ 2

3

7 o =

extend timing™
basedon -

(87 coaches) @@E@@

9 JP Nagar, 10 Yelachenahalli

STATIONS
"~ Tstations -

E ?‘3&; Ahs Minutes Seconds
orewmournavs | B[ [8[ |1/ | B8] ranson RREEER  oakou
vbetwe‘:en ﬁg]ési.ac"fné’ el ! @@l@@l (63 coaches) ﬁgﬁ ' frequency
Yelachenahalli (stretch to be ':
* commissioned on June 17) but : New stations on south side 06 OO
not confirmed yet :ll gggggg ; I‘fthkDet 2 KRhMarkety 3 National Minutes Seconds
BMRCL to wait and watchfora 1§ Bl College, 4 Lalbagh, 5 South End Circle, TR WA A :
few days, then regulate and : trains on = | B Jayanagar, 7RV Road, 8 Banashankari, i i PARKING AT
! i ; Green line ﬁ@ﬁﬂﬁﬁ : oitra

4 dem_andl ) _,_______________________________________' _____________ have ;
partiularly §  COACHES CRISSCROSS CITY : e : L
/. ‘Nochangein ! 50 trains programmed to run by software - TRAIN FREQUENCY Chickpet,
tummgs for rest Ii 150 coaches i «  6min frequency between h N’;'t‘imaa'iket‘
B Marﬁt?srgﬁgu}el:ne' :. 29 trains (87 coaches) on Green 5 Nagasandra and Yelachenahalli collige.
Malleswaram. and Naga'sandra : "33;,f.tﬁfﬁg"fégﬁ,ff;ﬁgﬁf" E 4min during peak hours . i Lalbagh, South End
in the north 4 ' frequency, depending on g 3min maximum frequency | Circle, JP “ﬁl?fv
BMRCL can rur: short loop trains i existing'demand-and. footfaﬂ on | designed for Green anq ._k\_{glju:_hﬁil_,__r._
between these two stations; : both corridors : Purple lines '*1""No_parking at Jayanagar,
if demandighigher than that | %2 trains in all, 2 extra for - i YELAGHENAHALL Purple fine frequency will =RV Road: Banashankari

“of southern ling: . remain the same Text by Aparajita Ray
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