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HUBBALLI Members of
< South-Western Railway Maz-
doq " Union (SWRRMU)

way Manager, and the Chief
Workshop Manager here on
Tuesday, condemning delay in
fulfilling their long-standing

ademonstrationinfront - [7
of the offices of the SWR Gen-
eral Manager, Divisional Rail-

National Pension Scheme, re-
vision of pay matrix, and stop-
ping of outsourcing had been
pending since years. Though

. theinemoranda had been sub-

mitted to the ministries and
officials concerned long ago,
nothing had happened so far.

Therefore, the Centre must

. consider these demands and

demands by the Central gov-- fulfill them immediately. Oth-

ernment. - - . erwise the protest would be
They also protested against intensifiedin the daysto come, -

the failure of the Railway Min- they warned.

istry to give various allowances SWRMU zonal president R

recommended by the review R Naik, general secretary A M

.Committee of the 7th Pay Members ofthe SWR Mazdoor Union stagingademonstra- D’Cruz, treasurer VE

tionin front of the SWR general manager’s office in Hubballi
on Tuesday, urging the Centre to fulfilltheir long—standing
demands. pH PHOTO ;

Charkhani, S F Mallad, Divi-
sional Treasurer Zakir Sanadi,
Jayalakshmi, Venkatesh, Ed-. |
ward James, SA Albert
/D’Cruz, Praveen Patil, and
otherswere presentonthe oc-
casion.
DH News Service

Commission. The protest was
staged as per the direction of
" the All-India Railwaymen”s
Federation (AIRF).

The protesters said, the Cen-
tre was not at all looking into
the genuine and legitimate de-
mands of the railwaymen, and.

itwas dehberately delaymg giv- -
ing various allowances recom-
mended by the review commit-
tee of the 7th Pay Commission.

They sald fixing of mini-
mum payat% 26,000, redres-
sal of anomalies of the 7th Pay
Commiission, scrapping of the
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1il roko: Workers of Hubbal-

Dharwad Mahanagar Zilla
\va Congress Samiti staged
‘ail roko at the Hubballi
ilway station on Tuesday,
ndemning police firing on
rmers and the arrest of
CC vice-president Rahul -
indhi in Madhya Pradesh.
ie protesters held up the
1bballi-Miraj train for about
'e minutes before its sched-
ed departure at 12:40pm.

iey alleged that the BJP-led

vernment at the Centre has
iled to respond to the

Ob ems of farmers. They
féatened to intensify their -
ir if the government apathy
intinues.
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,_ outlets thePrad- | '
3 y ~ han Mantri Bhartiya- )
tabhslm&ents includingsta-  JanaushadhiKendras. =
tions as the Department of “The railways will s ’gnsan
Pharmaceutlcals and Min- agreement with the Depart—
| istryof: Raﬂways onTuesday mentof Pharmaceuticals for
agre@ﬂ@o signanMOUto, settingup outletsonrail |
| openguch shops, DHNS re-  premises including railway
| ports from New Delhi. ‘stations, dispensaries and
The Janaushadhi cam- workshops,” Railway Minis- -

gn was launched by the  ter Suresh Prabhu said here
| Centi eto provide quality after meeting Union Chemi-
medlcgnes ataffordable cal and Fertilizers Minister

| pricestothe masses through ~Ananth Kumar.
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Railways to refurbish 40,0()6:coaches to

Y

increase passenger safety, convenience

RICHA SHARMA @ New Delhi

. TO provide better safety and en-
.. stire’ comfortable travel for pas-
sengers, Railways has decided to
‘vefurbish and retro-fit 40,000
coaches at a cost of 15,000 crore

. in the next five years. The exer-
| cise will see improving interiors
"of! coaches, making them disable
. friendly and adding safety

| features.

Railways on Tuesday launched
the Mission Retro-fitment that
will see retro-fitment of Center
Buffer Coupler with balanced
draft gear that would add more to
safety of the passengers. The
mission is challenging for rail-
ways as it will be carried out
without affecting the traffic op-

eration. Under the mission, ithas
been planned to induct about
40,000 coaches with upgraded in-
teriors by 2022-23. The tender for
refurbishing of 6,700 coaches is
likely to be out soon. Funds will
be drawn from various sources
iﬁcludiqg({Rgilway Safety Fund
announced in the budget.
Railways will also rope in pri-
vate players having expertise in
the sector for the upgradation
work as railway workshops can-
not meet the entire demand.
«Mission Retro-Fitment is an
ambitious programme to upgrade
the level of furnishing and amen-

ities in the coaches of Indian

Railways. This is one of the larg-
est retro fitment projects in the
world as Indian Railways’ 40,000
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40,000 train
set to be refurb
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73548

ished

coaches will be refurbished and
retrofitted in the next five years,”
said railway minister Suresh
Prabhu.

About 25,000 existing coaches
will be upgraded and retrofitted
with improved amenities and
15,000 new coaches will be manu-
factured with new features.

Retro-fitment features

Fire and smoke detection system
(in newly-manufactured AC
coaches)

Double acting compartment door
(in AC coaches)

Rounded edges at most locations
to reduce chances of injury
Passenger Address and Passen-
ger Information System

£

. Modular toilets and ergonomic designs on the anvil

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENTD
NEW DELHI 2 ARIGM
You will soon be able to en- ./
joy-a train ride with modular
‘toilets, LED lights, fire and
moke detection systems as
Indian Railways has em-
irked on a mission to refur-
bish 40,000 rail coaches.
. “This is one of the largest
retro fitment projects in the
‘ world as Indian Railways’
coaches will be refurbished
and retrofitted in the next
five years: The cost of up-
grading each railway coach
will be around %30 lakh. This
mission is challenging as it

have

laptop
Braille signage and ergo-
nomic designs among other
features.

While 25,000 ' coaches

Tuesday. ‘
The new coaches will also
more mobile and

charging points,

Big rejig: €30 lakh is likely
to bevspent on each coach.

will be carried out without
affecting the traffic opera:
tion,”  Railway Minister
Suresh Prabhu said at a
press ' conference: here on

will be upgraded this finan-

cial year, 15,000 new
coaches will be manufac-

tured between 2018-19 and

2022-23. The Railways also

plans to replace the Integral

Coach Factory’s coaches

with German-made Linke

Hoffman  Busch = (LHB)

coaches from April 2018.
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Rallways to upgrade 400 coaches

NewDelhi: Therailwayshas
undertaken a massive exer-
cise of refurbishing 40,000
. coaches with upgraded facil-
itiesand enhanced safety fea-
tures at an estimated cost of
about Rs 15,000 crore.
 Existing coaches will be
retrofitted with refurbished
interiors, improved seating
arrangement and newly-de-
signed bio-toilets among oth-
er modern facilities.
Therefurbishment would
cost about Rs 30 lakh per
coach. Besides, the state-run
transporter will strengthen
safety features in all existing
conventional coaches equip-
ping them with strong cou-
plers to prevent capsizing
duringaccidents.

The railways has decided to modernize and introduce modern coach-
es along the lines of ‘Anubhuti’ coach across the country

The LHB coaches are al-
ready equipped with strong
couple system while conven-
tional coaches donothave it.

The Railways would in-
volve private players for the
massive job of retrofitment

of 40,000 coaches, slated to be
completed over the next five
years. “It is a challenging
task as nowhere else has any
railway undertaken work on
such ascale,” Railway Minis-
ter Suresh Prabhu said here

"W|II |mprove

cargo evacuation
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|| NewDelhi, june 12
/| Indian Port Rail Corporation

Limited (IPRCL), a firm formed
under the Sagarmala initiative
with a mandate to improve
port connectivity, has identi-

fied 15 rail over-bridge and un- L

der-bridge projects for con-
struction to improve:
evacuation of port cargo.

IPRCL is an organisation un-
der the Shipping Ministry with
stakes held by several ports.
These are basically flyovers that
costabout%100 crore each. The
rail bridge projects = were
earlier implemented under
the Railway Ministry.

“Some of the first few pro-
jects to be taken up include:
those near Machlipatnam,
Krishnapatnam, Kandla port
and New Mangalore Port,”
Anoop Kumar Agrawal, Man-
aging Director, IPRCL, told
BusinessLine.

Port connectivity :
The firm has equity from 1
ports and Rail Vikas Nigam

projects for port connectivity.
The Ministry: of Road Trans-
port, Highways had handed
over 208 such rail over-bridge
and under-bridge to IPRCL un-
der the Sethu Bharatam pro-
gramme from which the above
mentioned coastal. connectiv-
ity projects are being imple-
mented first. ‘

In some of the other pro-
jects, IPRCL is. also building a
heavy haul rail corridor, which
will be a bypass to Cuttack to
link it with Paradip port.. ==

The Odisha government will
be taking equity and We are_
also in talks with Coal India,”
said Agrawal. IPRCL is also in

Projects |PRCL is involved ininclude the Indore- Manmad ||ne where ic)
JNPT willhave a stake and a link for Karwar port in Karnataka S

today after launching the ret-
rofitting programme.

While 15,000 new coaches
will be manufactured with:
improved interiors during
this period, about: 25,000
coaches will be retrofitted
with upgraded amenities'
and improved interiors.

While some of the coach-
es will undergo retrofitment
at railway workshops, pri-
vate players will also be
roped in for the job through
bidding process.

The Railways is also fo-
cusing on the safety front by
equipping - all conventional
coaches with centre buffler
couplers (CBC), a strong cou-~
pler system which prevents
coaches from capsizing. pri

?‘Ir‘

another link near Gopalpun 0!
port. e
The other works wheref:
IPRCL is inyolved include Inén
dore-Manmad line where ]Npllas‘
will have a stake and a link fors:
Karwar port in Karnataka, It i§%)
also undertaking two big ralll-“;
way yards at Sahibganj and
Haldia. ol
At a workshop last week,m‘
Agrawal had flagged an issue.
for the Union Cabinet to be’
taken up through appropriat
authorities. The issue was re-
lated to the running of a pas-
senger train on goods raxlway
llnk,whnch spikes the maintens’
 ance cost of a railway lme, and




