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10 ML

angalurus o facilities between
f Irwaﬂwaym . Mangaluruand
B ot ' Subrahmanya Road on
‘Many people in coastal  July 22. “The DRM has to -
Karnataka would like to  ,bepresent for the
“see the Mangaliru railway _ inspection. Please let me
o , know whether he I
4 willing to attend. If not,
I'll have to talk to the - 4
 Railway Minister,” the Mp
cautioned. “Ifitis -
audacity, T know how to
; “handleit,” he added.

region merged - at least
with the South Western
Railwdy (SWR) if not with
Konkan Railway. The !
reason being Mangaluru
has no division of its own
.. and s served by these
. two, besides the Southern
. Railway. b
- However, they feel that
the SWR, based in the
State, has not been too
proactive in addressing
the region’s connectivity
issues. Apparently, the
SWR has ignored many
requests for passenger
 trains and has introduced
them only after a few
‘people went to court,
Nalin Kumar Kateel (in
picture), Dakshina
~ Kannada MP, holds
“quarterly meetings to
review railway-related
projects. During one such
meeting on Thursday,
' participating citizens
raised issues concerning
" places under SWR. But a
| senior SWR engineer, who
| wasdeputed, did not have
{ the answers to their woes,
(Some of the projects in
i thedistrict come under
{  Mysuru division,)
. Mr. Kateel observed that
in the last eight years, no

. divisional railway
- manager of the SWR’s
- Mysuru division had -
_attended any of the
quarterly meetings and

i rebuked success
'{  absentee DRMs _
i repeated apathy. S
3 i Then, M;f.g:(atjéelginf, rmed |
-the railway engineer that
he has scheduled an

“  inspection of railivay : ' _ Qﬁx\b (O \x)
o s o o) A’Y\LL

+

[ty
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Sacked rallway contract
Workers protest in Hubballi

Times NEws NETWORK

; Hubballi Protestmg aga-
inst the sudden termination
of their services, around 100
contract workers of mecha-
nized cleaning section of
Hubballirailway station sta-
ged a flash protest at divisio-
nalrailway manager’s office
here on Friday:

. The protesters alleged
that the Khagaul Loco Labo-
urs Cooperative Society,
which had hired them on
contract, has termmated
their services without any
reason and the railway aut-
‘horities should intervene in
the matter and get them re-

instated in their jobs.

-The protesters also alle-
ged that the company: has fa-
iled to pay their salary on ti-
me besides giving just Rs
6,300 salary, which is farless

thanthepayflxedbytherall- 3
way authorities in the cont-

ract agreement between
SWR and the company. Mo-
reover, the contractor has
been asking workers to work
extra hours, they alleged.
“SWR authorities must in-
tervene 'and instruct the
company to pay salary on ti-
me and other facilities too,”
aprotestersald

SWR officials v1s1ted the

protesters and  said that -

SWR cannot help workers as
they are hired by the cont-
ractor and suggested them
not to protest at the railway
premises. However, they
promised to speak to the
contractor and try to get the-
ir demands fulfilled.

Due to the protest, the cle-

aning work at Hubballi sta- .

tion: has been stopped from

from Friday afternoon. I Sen- '

thil Kumar; senior divisional

‘commercial manager, Hub-|

balli division, SWR, said that
negotiations are on with the
contractor. “Higher officials
of SWR are puttingall efforts
toresolve theissue as soon as:
possible’ he added.
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* Mangaluru, Julys 5
Railway users from Dakshina
. Kannada district have urged
' the department to adhere to

 the three-language formula

in the day-to-day activities of
* the organisation.
Speaking at a meeting to re-

view the progress of various
1 works related to Railway De-

rtment in Mangaluru on
Thurs ay, I.axmmarayan, a
" railway user from Bantwal

' talukof the district, urged the '
qulway department to give .

Kannada in its activ-
ities along with Enghsh\and-

| equal importance to tth{al
lanﬁ'i

Hlndi
More people With know

ledge of Kannada should be M

posted in rarlway stations in

o /
 BUSINESS LINE/BANGALORE.
7

gy

also expressed - their

views on the need to use Kan-:
-nada in the activities of the .

Railway department.
Answering this, an official

from the Palakkad division of

Southern Railway said thatall

those who know Kannada in
the department have been

posted in Mangaluru. :
 Chairing the meeting,
Nalin Kumar Kateel, Member
 of Parliament from Dakshina
Kannada, said he has received
several complaints from rail-
way users from the district.
“He, alon  with the oﬂicialsv
of the Railways, will inspect

illy'22 :

the condition of railway sta-
s" and 'he‘. track from
ubrahmanya

R s
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Lesmogroup in hght

: SPECIN
KOLKATA

The city-based Adventz
Group, has signed a $2-bil-

{ ,ORRESPONDENT

lion-plus memorandum of

understanding with Israel’s

L Lesmogroup to explore and

collaborate in the llght rail

transit (LRT) projects in Tel

Aviv and, Jerusalem
: The /company’s manage-
{ ment is in Israel'as part of
i the delegation led by Prime
Minister Nareridr&Mgdx
The two corhp nies are

now dlscussmg otential
work-scope and cooperatlon
in activities, an Adventz re-
lease said.
~ The MoU between

Lesicogroup and Adventz

'+ Group is a first for an Indian
" |1 conglomerate. Group com-
- pany Texmaco Rail & Engin- .

L eering Limited will lend its
technical know-how and ex-
pertise in building the Tel

 rail pact with Adventz
eye Tel AViy 'Je usal

tracks, installation of
signals and electrification.

_ Aviv  Metropolitan  Area
Mass-Transit
Texmaco’s role involves lay-

System.

ing of tracks, installation of
signalling, electrification,
power sub-stations,

and °

command, control & com- .

munication equipment. -
Adventz Group chairman

Saroj Kumar Poddar said |

that the Texmaco-Lesico
partnership had widespread

ramifications for the future.
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‘Lack of fast-mile inks keep

4
[Chiranj'eev'i Kulkarni

- |BENGALURU: More than half
‘of all citizens living within a
radius of 2 km from Namma
Metro stations prefer older
modes of transport, a survey
has found. :

Commuters cited lack of

- first-and last-mile connectivi-
ty to explain their preference
for two-wheelers, buses, autos
and cabs over the Metro,

The findings are based on a
survey of about 5,000 people
within a 2 km radius of the
Baiyappanahalli and MG
Road stations.

Conducted by the World
Resources Institute, the sur-
vey throws light on the lack of
coordination between the
Namma Metro and the Banga-
lore Metropolitan Transport
Corporation (BMTC).

The institute describes itself
as an ‘independent charity’ as-
sociated with the World Re-
sources Institute, headquar-
teredin Washington.,

As many as 88% Metro

. users at the Baiyappanahalli
station live nearby and spend
not more than half an hour for
their first- and last-mile con-
nectivity.

- About 70% of citizens inter-
riewed around Baiyappana-

many away from Metro

|u,n||mimu!juH‘l!'lj’m'_uglilnnil_!n|n_'m|m_mnnnuimmnH|mnuunmmmn
Reasonsfor not using metro
(Byappanahalli station)

cOmpany provides
transport

Private vehicle convenien

Metro too B
crowded ;

Direct route
available via
other modes

Inadequate’
frequency

EXpensive
fare

Safety/Security

Lack of proper
connectivity

F

Lack of
information
about metro

92% willing to shift to the metro if services are improved
I O 1 Source: WRY INDIA

halli and nearly 50% inter-

viewed around MG Road, said
the stations were not well con-
nected. :

5 km too far
People who live more than 5
km away from the stations are

unlikely to prefer the Metro
over their private vehicles,
The Metro’s daily ridership

‘hasgoneupto 3.5 lakh, but

without better connectivity, it
will not decongest traffic, the
survey suggested.
DH News Service
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gawara (13 km) o

—mightbeginina year’s time with

: Bangalo > Metr

M hthlsyear NammaMetro

ﬂoatedbldsforthecons ‘ﬁctlonof
Gotti

y : five years to
km of the underground—

‘s ‘tlons frorn\ Nagawara to

* Gottigerei 1sexpectedto costnotless
- than 5,623 crore, The corporation
‘will raise a loan of around 5 ,600
crore from the European
Investment Bank and the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank

E GOTTIGERE -
’ NAGAWAR LINE

ad pital
nterchange station of Rv Road

Description

‘South ramp (including) Dairy Circle -
.| Vellara Junction station (excluding) &

| Estimated cost

*1,269 cr [ |

|- Vellara Junction statmn (|ncludmg),

21,3260 B |

e Sl jtoCantonmentstatlon (excludlng)‘,
Reach6-UG-P3 | Cant iti I

ation (includir 8
Venkateshpura station (part) -

b e —

Reach 6-UG-P4

Venkateshpura station (mcludmg)
toNorth Ramp, Nagawara :

1,118 cr .‘

Reach6

. ;Got,tl‘ger:e‘ §waggth Roaq crqss

?576&5-' ;

| PROPERTIES TO
BE ACQUIRED

Karnataka Industrial
50 nectares

Area Development

_land on behaif of BMRCL,
expects to acquire all the
identified properties by
April 2018

; Corridor

| MysuruRoad: Kengeri (6.45km)

|| Cevatey |

Board, which is acquiring

Under construction

LOSS OF TREE COVER NO OFTREESTOBE(UT

. ELEVATED SECTION
: 438

"UNDERGROUND
- SECTION

Contractor
IL&FS Engineering

Construction Cost

z659¢cr M

(twopsciages | Conucton oy
«Tow:l'slléui":?sa Izﬁsmmwm ? U"derconstfuctlon vggﬁ%%‘,’;‘gacn%”w”c' | %509 By
Balyappanahalll - Whitefield (15.50 kim) m::l;::::;ei:sued In ITD Cementation India | %1,374cr
| Nagasandra-BIEC (3.37/m) Workorderissued | Simplex Infrastructure | <299cr
RVRoad Bomwnasarcra gzl ) LEIKOLCRrIssuedin V1T Cementationiidia | g/ 7gg o

agawara 2120 km)

| Bids loated (five packages) [ =

| and HCC-URCC (JV)

3K
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Efforts on to brlng ‘Southern

-Splendour back on

track

‘ Many tourlsts have been requestlng for the Southern Splendour tour for the end of the year

India's luxury trains are particularly popular among oielgn tourists and NRIs. sFiLe PHOTOS

K.C. DEEPIKA
BENGALURU

The ‘Southern Splendour
tour of the Golden Chariot
train is in a unique spot as
the Southern Railway can-
not accommodate it but for-
eign tourists want it back.

After the Karnataka State
Tourism Development Cor-
poration (KSTDC) decided
to call off this southern In-
dia tour in February, offi-
cials said demand for its re-
call has forced a rethink on
shelying the route
altogether

- “Our general sales’ agents
from across the world have
been reporting to us about
requests' from tourists for
the ' Southern Splendour
{ tour for the year end. We
_wilk talk to the Railways to
1€1p gat the route restored,”
said Kumar Pushkar, Man-
aging Director, KSTDC.

Indias luxury trams are

particularly popular among
foreign tourists' and NRIs.
Since they offer accommod-
ation (inside the train), in-
ternal transport, sightseeing
and food throughout the
tour, they are preferred be-
cause of the prospect of a
hassle-free holiday. How-

ever, the steep tariff keeps:

domestic tourists away. )

The problem for South In-

dia’s only luxury ftrdin

cropped up when the Rail: ©

ways expressed its inability
to keep the Golden Chariot
on tracks overnight and dur-
ing the day at several busy
- stations when tourists are
out to explore the.destina-
thIlS‘,Ol'l road. As a result,
\ the KSTDC decided to end
the Southern Splendour’s
trip on February 27.
The plan was to convert

all 11 trips that the Golden

Chariot makes in its run
time — October to March —

into the Pride of South tour
that covers prime tourist
destinations «in Karnataka
and Goa.

However, hoping for a
Railways’ nod, it is now
looking for at least four out
of 11 to be the Southern
Splendour trip. “We have

'already received 46 book-
. ings for the coming season
~and_there are a lot of re-
_quests for the Southern

Splendour route too,” Mr.
Pushkar said.

' Mahai‘aja Express

Though Golden Chariot’s
‘Southern Splendour’ is
looking for a second life
with the KSTDC claiming
that there have been re-
quests from tourists, an-
other luxury train — Maha-
raja Express — has put off its

plans to make inroads into .
the south owing to low
bookings.

The Golden Chariot

® South India's only luxury train began operations in 2008,

B Two packages: Pride of South that covers Bengaluru, Kabini;.
Mysuru, Hassan, Hampi, Badami and Goa; and Southern
Splendour that tovers Chennai, Mahabalipuram, Puducherry,
Thanjavur, Madurai, Thiruvananthapuram, Kovalam, Kochi, and

Bengaluru

B Both routes have occupancy rate of around 33%
B KSTDC runs 11 trips of Golden Chariot ;

m [t plans to introduce four trips on Southern Splendour and

seven on Pride of South

The train was to depart
from Mumbai on June 23

and leave again from
Trivandrum on July 1.

.The IRCTC had an-
nounced massive discounts
and enabled diluted itinerar-

ies to popularise the ‘South-

ern Jewels’ tour covering
Trivandrum, Chettinad,
Thanjavur, Mahabalipuram,
Mysuru, Hampi, Goa and
Mumbai. The other tour an-
nounced was ‘The Southern
Sojourn’ covering Mumbai,
Goa, Hampi, Mysuru, Kochi,
Kumarakom and
Trivandrum.

But Sandip Dutta, PRO of

IRCTC, which runs the Ma-'
haraja Express, told The '

Hindu that the plan to ven-
ture into the south had not
been called off. “It ‘takes
time to establish a new
route’ and  popularise 'it.
None of the luxury trains in
India are doing well. ' We

have been not aggressively,

but steadily seeing more
passengers. We are in the
green, making profits,” he

said, also denying any teeth- |

ing problems similar to the
ones the Golden Chariot is
faced with. :

‘Mr. Dutta also brushed
aside talks of the introduc-
tion of another luxury train
denting the already bleak
business prospects of the
Golden Chariot, offering Ra-
jasthan as an example,
where two luxury trains op-
erate — Palace on Wheels
and Royal Rajasthan on

‘Wheels.

For now, the IRCTC is ad-

opting the wait-and-watch |

.approach for their monsoon

trip, maintaining that the
September tour in  the
south, which falls under its
October to! April perlod of
operation, will take off as
scheduled.

!
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~ A note from

B'luru’s future

An imagined history of the resolution
of city’s famous mobility problems.

RajagopalanVenkataraman
@timesgroup.com

'h, what a pleasure it
is to be a commuter

in Bengaluru!
Borrowing from
Albert Einstein’s description
of Mahatma Gandhi, genera-
tions of ‘the future would
scarcely believe that traffic
jams, bumper-to-bumper traf-
fic, scared pedestrians, grid-
locks and frayed tempers
once existed on the roads of
Bengaluru. And we all have
to thank Namma Metro for

the timely completion of its’

Phase-II.

Before we dwell on the
present, a walk down memo-
rylane would hold us in good
stead. The much sought-after
destination that is Bengaluru
was characterized by clogged
roads. That was a time when
people of this city dreaded
the very thought of stepping
out to itsroads. That was also

when Phases-II and -III of

Namma Metro existed only
in the discussion rooms of
government offices and files.
Buses, regular and air-
conditioned, began to run
jam-packed and people
sought refuge in cabs that
could be hailed via mobile
apps. Soon, the cabs too start-
ed running full, and worse,
they were unable to find
space on ourroads. Sochoked
were our roads that cars were
running out of fuel even be-
. forethey could make it to the
nearest pump. The challenge
then was to conserve the
maximum fuel. Two-wheeler
and four-wheeler showrooms

began to refuse test drives, ..
‘ CantonmentRailway Station,

for fear of losing their vehi-
cles. Drone deliveries became
the norm — from milk, news-
papers, groceries to pizzas.

Commuters on theIT cor-

ridors began to age sorapidly;

that their families failed to

recoghize them back home.
This, in turn, spurred a hith-
_ erto unforeseen boom in the
cosmetics industry. The role
companies like I’Oréal and
Lakme played in preventing
internecine familial disputes
began to be documented. To
deal with the many uncer-
tainties that such situations
might pose, ambulances be-
gan to be equipped with op-
eration theatres, schools and
play area for kids. After all,

life must go on for children,

even if they were delivered !
inanambulance held hostage |
to a traffic island. Crime |
came to a standstill; so did |

policing. And then there was

this global financial crisis |

that the roads of Bengaluru
sparked. Every financial in-
stitution that had backed
these cab-app companies
started throwing in money
just to keep them afloat. This
was because the cost of main-
taining the cabs had skyrock-
eted. It was only a matter of
time before they too ran out
of resources. These compa-

. nies went bankrupt and

thanks to their intricate links
tothe global financial system,
bourses and currencies went
into a tailspin. The US Dollar
collapsed and recovered to
stabilize at par with the In-
dian Rupee. The Euro crashed
and had to be liquidated.

India Inc wasn’t spared.
Promoters and CEOs of lead-
ing companies began to spar
with one another; exchanging
notes on how the better per-
former was the one who’d
reach home first. The board
of one conglomerate staged
a coup and sacked its CEQ
because the executive sold
some distressed assets even
as its members were in tran-
sitto office. -~ =

One factor united these
problems: transportation.

Just when it seemed that
nothing could pull up Ben-
galuru’s equity; along came
Phase-II of Namma Metro,
which was executed in the
promised time period of
three years. Many vital plac-
es of the city — the airport,

TIM-B, Electronics City, Naga-
wara, Silk Board junction,
Marathalli, Kengeri — came
up on its network and trans-
portation became seamless.
Suddenly, one could travel
from one end of the city to
another in a jiffy and not
bother about age and finality.
The vehicles began to clear
up on the roads. Garden City
became the Sane City. The
beard- watching disappeared.
The fifth metro became truly
metropolitan. We owe Nam-
ma Metro our gratitude for
tightly adhering to its sched-
ules and laying out its new
lines under Phase-II in three
years flat.

WL 2000

LOOKING BACK: In the future, millions of Bengalureans will look
back at the completion of Phase Il of Namma Metro with joy
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Metro staffers hold B luru to ransom with stir

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Bengaluru

THOUSANDS of office goers got a
rude shock on Friday morning when
they reached the 42 Metro stations
across the city to find all of them shut-
tered and heavy security in place.
Without any clarity from Metro staff
on when operations would commence,
hundreds were stranded outside the
stations clueless.

The sudden shutdown by Metro was
an outcome of a nasty physical show-
down between Bangalore Metro Rail
Corporation Limited staffand the Kar-
nataka State Industrial Security Force
personnel at Sir M Visvesvariah Metro
station (Central College) on Thursday
morning leading to both sides physi-
cally assaulting each other.

Six Metro staffers were taken to the
Halasuru Gate police station by police.
While four were released later at night,
a case was booked against two Metro
staffers, technical maintenance staff
Rakesh who was attacked first trigger-
ing the whole episode and the Station
Controller Harish. They were placed
under judicial custody and sent to Para-
panna Agraharajailon Thursday night.
It was demanding the release of the duo
on bail that the entire Metro crew
struck work bringing all operations to
a grinding halt on Friday.

The irresponsibility of staffers who
upset the morning schedule of hun-
dreds was compounded by BMRCL of-
ficials not making even the slightest
attempt to inform the public about the
closure of operations through their
website or other social platforms. The
first official communication came
through a tweet from U A Vasanth

sTaaar vawiier | eromy
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Toh Metro officials to blame

I strongly oppose your views that
| “whatever may. be their grouse, the
| metre staffer§had noxight to incon-
venience lakhs of “people” (How a

Many people were seen stranded outside Byappanahalli Metro station due to sudden shutdown
of Namma Metro operations | NAGESH POLALI

ESMA invoked against
- Metro employees

The government on Friday
invoked the Essential Services
Maintenance Act on BMRCL
employees barring them from
disrupting Metro services in any
way. The notification issued
under Section-3 of the Act,
prohibits BMRCL employees and
officials from staging any protest
that would disrupt Metro services

Rao, Chief Public Relations Officer,

BMRCL only at 7.43 am that services
were temporarily stopped. Thls was

only after a few Twitterati alerted co- -

commuters about it.
Commuters across Metro stations
poured out the agony they experi-

fé fasg/roray
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city was held to ransom, July 8). You |
have failed tp look at the negligence |
and mismanagement of the top of- |

ficials of the Metro and KSISF who
. are the real culprits.
Prabhakar M G, email
{ > 1
‘No railway zone for Andhra?
It appears as if the Centre will tact-
| fully avoid giving a separate railway.
| zone to Visakhapatnam by throwing
a few dog biscuits like extra trains
and some projects to Andhra
Pradesh. This is also evident from

the Railway Board chairman’s ré- |

cent remarks.

P S Kasibhatla, Parvathipuram

——

enced in the morning to Express fol-
lowing the shutdown. Apart from the
huge chunk of IT staffers who hop on
board a Metro train to work, there
were countless others like engineer-
ing graduates from Tumakuru who
got late for their interview in a top
firm in the city, a patient trying to
reach a hospital without any hassle,
those on night duty waiting for a train
toreach home...the list of sufferers on
Friday morning was just'endless.

Metro services were resumed only
after 11.45 am.

Who is responsible?

But just who will be held accountable
for this unwarranted stress experi-
enced by hundreds of Bengalureans
for 6 hours and 40 minutes? Top Metro

* officials were huddled together for

most of the day to tackle the fallout
and were unavailable for comments.
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‘Metro services hit

in Bengaluru

BENGALURU

City Metro services were

temporarily suspended on

Friday as employees staged a

| Protestover alleged

manhandling and arrest of

| two Bangalore Metro Rait

| Corporation Limited officials

| after a scuffle with security
personnel. As many as four
lakh commuters were

| stranded. p1

"-'but tensions
Temain, says metro rall

employees’ umon

' STAFF REPORTER
1 BENGALURU

The recent strike by employ‘

| ees of the Bangalore Metro

Rall ‘Corporation Ltd. (BM-
RCL), that stalled metro ser-
vices for nearly seven hours
| in the city, might have been

resolved, but the tension is

yet to subsn:le

| A  promised meeting
‘.between the employees and
BMRCL management, to be
mediated by the police to
sort out the issues, is yet to

| take place, causing anxiety

' among the employees. The
flashi strike, which brought

| in both the lines of Namma
| Metro, eventually was with-
drawn after the city’ ‘policé
; stepped in to defiise the situ-
| ation. “One of our major is-

N

cognmon of the employees’
union itself — which we are
fighting for legally. The cor-

-poration has argued against

the formation of the union
and as a result, no negoti-
atlons and meetings are held
regularly to ensure employ-
ees are heard,” said Sury-
anarayana Murthy, vice-pres-
ident, Bangalore Métro Rail
Employees’ Union, . ;
Mr. Murthy said employ—
ees had several complaints of
high-handedness by the man-
agement and cited the ex-
ample of bio-metric attend-

. ance machines which were
down shutters at 40 stations

mmally available at over 30

> stations and were later re-

duced to just eight. “Employ-
ees now have to visit.one of:
these eight stations to- login |
before heading to their re- |
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Jangled nerves, wtang‘,l_ed‘ tracks .

. ‘summer of hell's New York's suburban commuters are bracing for the start of a partial shutdown at Pénn Station, the nation's
 busiest train hub, which will be closing tracks for repairs causing massive disruptions right up to September1. sREUTERS i

INBIAN EXPRESS/BELGAUM § JL mi

A man cleaning railway tracks at Hubballi Railway Station | exeress
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CBI books Laly, kin
in rallway hotel sc

TWO hotels given to firm in lieu of 3 acre plot of land

DEVESH K. PANDEY
AMARNATH TEWARY
NEW DELHI/PATNA

The Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI) booked
. former Railway Minister
Lalu Prasad, his wife Rabri
Devi, son Tejaswi and others
for alleged corruption in the
award of a contract for man-
aging two railway hotels.

The contracts were awar-

ded to a Patna-based private
company, Sujata Hotels, al-
legedly in lieu of a three-acre
plot of land. The land was
later acquired by Mr.

Prasad’s family, the CBI
- alleged.

The case was reglstered

' on Thursday under Sections'

420 (cheating) and 120-B
(criminal conspiracy), fol-
lowing which. the agency
conducted searches at a
dozen locations in Delhi,

6. JuL 201

In more ti'oubl La ad ar

éa Blcourtin

connection with a fodder scam case in Ranchi on Friday. =i

Gurugram, Ranchi, 'Pa_tna
and Puri on Friday.

- Mr. Prasad, who was in'

Ranchi to appear before a
CBI court in a fodder scam
case, said the raids were the
result of “political vendetta”
and that he would not be

“cowed down by such acts.”
He also alleged that the

the “bullying tactics.”

CON!JNUED ON» PAGE 10

"MORE REPORTS ON ) PAGE 11
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Rly’s online tests saves 4L trees

New Delhi: The Indian Rail- +

ways has replaced bulky, mul-
ti-lingual question booklets
with online tests for its recru-
itment process, resulting in a

green initiative that has hel- -

ped save four lakh trees and
3191:rorF paper sheets.

The!
examination covering preli-
minary, writtenand aptitude
- and typing skill test is a first
of its kind for the state-run
transporter.

three-phase online.

ys had conducted the world's
largest online examination at

‘851 centres for 92 lakh candi-

dates to fill up over 14,000 va-

~cancies. Out of  the 92 lakh |
canvlidates; 2.73 lakh qualifi-

ed the preliminary exam and
wer called for onhne written
test ifor assistant station mas-

tersiand clericaljobson Janu- = |

Aiming at ell.mmatlng the |
scopé for malpractices in its |
- recruitment process, Railwa- |

f aas;sso zpadaeosa.
| ‘dej gens 38, e

ary17-19this year. pmi
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INDIAN RAILWAYS

(4 PUBLIC NOTICE
In Comphance with the provision/instruction contained in Part
XIV of Chapter VI of the Finance Act, 2017 read with Extra-
Ordinary Gazette Notification No. S.0. 1696 (E) dated
26.05.2017 issued by the Ministry of Finance (Department of
Revenue), the General public is hereby informed that the
Railway Rates Tribunal (RRT) located at Chennai has ceased to
exist and has been merged with the Railway Claims Tribunal
(RCT) with effect from 26.05.2017. All the pending cases of
RRT/Chennai will be transferred to respective RCT Benches in |
India based on the geographical jurisdictions and contact
address of the claimants for disposal. Claim cases earlier dealt
by RRT will now be dealt by RCT. Each of the applicants of the
pending cases in the erstwhile RRT will be intimated individually.
Joint Director, Traffic Commercial'(Claim) |-

vre1T aroft fgaeil

PRAJA VANI/HUBLIL.
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~ Rajat.Arora@timesgroup.com

Néw ‘Delhi: The Indian Railways pos-

tedrevenue growth of more than10% in

the first quarter, aided by its dynamic
faresystemforpremlumtrams :

Robust growth in the passenger and
- freight segments helped the railways, .
boostcombinedrevenue toz43,000 cr&re
in the three months ended June from '
338,833 crore in the same period last ye-
ar. Revenue in the passenger segment
increased to almost 14,000 crore ft‘om
%12,000 crore a year earlier.

“This is the hlghest ever revenue rail-
‘ways has posted in the passenger seg-
ment. Higher earnings have been dri-
‘ven due to the dynamic fare system for
all premlum trains. We have launched
more premium trains such as Tejas
Humsafar and Uday, which will give a
further boost to passenger earnings,” a
top rail official said. “During. this pe-
riod, we booked almost 2,100 million
passengers.”

Demand for travel in air- condltloned'

coaches has surged over the past three

- years, prompting the railways plans to

* starteconomy AC trains. ]
‘Freightloadingalsoincreased, backed

by strong demand in transportatlon of

iron ore, steel, food grains and other

IIIIIIlIIIIlll|lllllllllllIIIIIIllIIlnn

between AprllandJune makmg? 2
crore compared w1th ?25 000 crore aye-
from non-fare segments. #

A revenue target of 1.89 lakh crore
hasbeen setforthe currentfinancial ye-
ar, of which %1.18 lakh crore is expected

IN THE KITTY

passenger & freight
pamsy segmentshelped
Rlys boost combined revenue
t0%43,000 cr in June quarter

from freight, almost 252,000 crore from
the passenger segment and the remain-
der from non-fare sectors.

“The freight loading increases in the
period between December and March.
We’re hoping to meet the targets for the
year, ” the official added.

Q Robustgrowthin =

The Indian Rallways posted revenue of
%1.68 lakh crore in FY17, when it hauled

' 1107billion tonnesof cargo. Railwaysmi-
‘nister Suresh Prabhu said his aim for
thisfinancial yearis1.2 billion tonnes.

IIIIIIIIIIlIIIIlIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllIIIIIIIIIIIIIIlIIIlIII||>IIlI‘IIIIIIIIIIIIIlI_IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIllIIIlllIIIII.IIIIIIIiIllllllgI
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The pact Wlth a Chlnese ﬁrm will help in the autornaker s shift to electric vehicles

REUTERS
LONDON

Mining giant Glencore has

'signed a major deal to sell up

't0 20,000 tonnes of cobalt

products to a Chinese firm, a
| move that in turn helps Volk-
swagen secure car batteries
ifor "its shift to electric
\vehicles, four squrces said.
-The four-year agreement
between = Glencore and
Chinese battery maker Con-
_temporary Amperex Tech-
nology Co Ltd (CATL), struck
' last October, comes as global

‘carmakers race to lock in

battery supplies and move
away from traditional com-
bustion engines.
The trend was reinforced
this ‘week by Chinese-
owned, Sweden-based
Volvo, which said all of its

models launched after 2019

. will be electric or hybrid.
Cobalt is a key ingredient
“in the lithium-ion batteries
used  to  power electric
- vehicles (EVs), with sales ex-
| pected to grow fast in com-
ing years as governments

~around the world clamp

down on polluting fossil

fuels such as diesel and.

gasolme

‘Tnang‘ular deal’

“It 'was a 'triangular deal
where Glencore, CATL and
VW got round- the table,”
said a cobalt trading source.
“CATL on théir own weren’t
willing to commit to such a
large quantity so VW said

they would buy the batteries

(from CATL).”
The contract to supply co-

balt hydroxide and alloys,

* the sources said, was based
on cobalt metal prices which
“at the time were around
$28,500 a tonne on the Lon-
don Metal Exchange. They
have  since more than
ubled to above $58,000 a
Glencore and. CATL de-

f& féeg/vorer
THE HINDU/MANGALORE
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~ Glencore strikes cobalt

.;-

Ticket to drive: Cobalt is a key ingredient in lithium-ion
batteries used to power EVs, with sales expected to zoom in
coming years as nations clamp down on fossil fuels. =reuters -

clined to comment on the
agreement.

“There -is no guarantee
from the VW group to any-
one,” said a spokesman for
VW’s operations in China.

A source at VW said the

carmaker was talking to °

Chinese suppliers about se-
curing batteries for its EV
programme, with those dis-

‘cussions focusing only on

supplies and not the possibil-
ity of creating a joint venture
for battery production.

~ “CATL is among the sup-
pliers VW is currently talking

to,” the VW source said.

Asked whether this was
true, the spokesman said:
“We are not commenting on
our business relations.”

Plannmg an EV offensive ;
‘Volkswagen, which has been .

slow to develop Dbattery-
powered vehicles, is pushing
an electric-car offensive,

aiming to introduce more '

than 10 electrified models by

the end of next year and is,

taroatine nuan 20 inaw: hat-

tery-powered models by
2025.
Electric cars are a key part

of VWs efforts to draw a line ,

under its diesel emissions
scandal as it battles to regain
trust among customers and
investors. = ;

VW wants to increase
electric-car sales to 1 million
autos a year by 2025 from a
five-digit number at present.

‘Caught by surprise’

“All the big car manufactur-
ers even early last year were
thinking EVs were pie in the
sky. They’ve been caught by
surprise, .especially VW .

‘That’s when they pamcked-
* and did this deal,” a Europe-.
. based cobalt trader said.

_ “Volkswagen quickly iden-

- tified raw materials would be

an issue and there would be
advantages to seCurmg sup-

% phes” R

* Minerals ' such as cobalt
from Democratic Republic of
Congo have been associated
with ' fuelling conflict and

_child labour, but analysts say

VW’ battery supphes

Volkswagen would derive a
measure of comfort from |
locking in supplies from |
Glencore as a listed company |
answerable'to shareholders !
and regulators.

For Glencore, the advant- |
age was the removal of a |
massive overhang of invent- |
ory capping prices, though
some sources did question '
the tlmmg 'of the sale.

“To clear that inventory
without  hurting  prices
would have taken 12 to 18

“months. Selling it in one

chunk allowed them to be
more aggressive on prices
for new production,” a co-
balt producer said, “But |
nobody thought prlces |
would rise so much.

Congo’s copper, cobalt
Glencore this year tightened |
its grip on Congo’s copper

- and cobalt resources by buy-

ing the remaining stake in
one mine and upping its
share in another for $960 |
million. It said the complex '
had the potential to become
the world’s largest cobalt

* producer.

Morgan Stanley analysts
expect global car sales torise |
50% by 2050 to more than

130 million units a year. Its |

base case is for battery EVs |
to account for 47% of that |
total. :
~ Glencore  produced
28,300 tonnes of cobalt last
year, dominating a market

estimated at 100,000
tonnes. : |
Roughly half was used in |

batteries for electric cars, as |
well as products' including

~mobile phones, laptops, di- {

gital cameras and cordless |
power tools. L
‘Cobalt is ' mostly ~a |

‘byproduct of nickel and'cop-
‘per: The Democratic Repub- |

lic of Congo ' is estimated to |

“produce 65% of the world 5\
; cobalt



