THE MANY SIDES

OF THE PROJECT

The Regional Empowered
Committee has listed out
the positive and negative

impact of the project

e

PROS

It will save fuel, reduce
! egreenhouse gases as
. __Compared to road traffic

Economical means of

Will help move equipment
and work force for

projects like Kaiga d

nuclear power plant

e PR AR
CONS

Project will displace

Will impact wildlife in
Bedthi, Kali Tiger and
Hornbill conservation

Will overlap with buffer
area of Kali reserve and

Diversion of 595.64
hectares of forest land

Death knell for dense
f_oggits of Yellapur, Karwa_r

Risks of landslides,
mudslides, earthquakes,
smuggling of timber and

forest goods
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Conditions for
Project to be cleared

Build viaducts

. More underpasses

Produce data on
felled trees

Project will cause permanent darmage to rainf

orests of Uttara Kannada: small reptiles, big mammals and guar will lose their habitat, says wildlife activist | 6 VEERESH

Green nod for Hubballi-Ankola rail line

Environmentalists say with move to fell 2 |
for prime forests and wil

The most ambitious rail project
of Karnataka — the Hubballi-
Ankola rail line — got green
clearance on Monday; albeit with
certain conditions stipulated by
the Regional Empowered Com-
mittee (REC) of the Union Minis-
try of Environment and Forests,

Upon fulfillment of these con-
ditions, the REC will issue stage-1
clearance for the project.

As the rail project passes
through Bedthi Conservation Re-
serve and Hornbill Conservation
Reserve and overlaps the buffer
zone of Kali Tiger Reserve and
elephant corridors, the user
agency should submit appropri-
ate proposals for consideration
by the standing committee of the

National Board of Wildlife, the v

committee added, _

With respect to the felling of
over 2 lakh trees for this project,
the REIC Rad Acliad i dass. e

Loss of forest cover
Division

Yellapur

tawar v Bl
Total | 202450
R ] VG T T

partment to submit complete in-
formation species-wise and girth
g}ass;wise. Further, the compen-

satory afforestation scheme in -

lieu of this should be prepared,
keeping in mind the revenue land

dlife habitats, increase huma

Kudremukh Project (as the state
government was in the process
of acquiring these lands at the
earliest) or any other degraded
forest land. /

Greens see red

Environmentalists say that the
implementation of this project,
pending for three decades, is
bound to destroy prime forests of
Western Ghats, premier wildlife
habitat and elepharit corridors.
Further, death knell will sound
for at least 2 lakh trees.

Nearly 596 hectares across
Karwar, Yellapur and Dharwad
divisions will be diverted for the
construction of the new broad
gauge rail line from the hinter-

land (Hubballi) to the Western

Rannhda distiton, WG o0
Ullas Karanth, tiger biologist
AN NP A A P L SR s D

coastal region (Ankqlg)‘_in Uttara

akh trees, project will spell doom
n-animal conflict

said, “We are fortunate to have a
unique biodiversity in the form

of Western Ghats, which should '
not be disturbed. Many un:
planned infrastructure and rail

and road routes already criss-
cross biodiversity regions, be it
Bandipur or Nagarhole, which

have had adverse impact. We
should have a 100-year plan for:

smart, infrastructure corridors.
Now, it is too late to protest. This
should have been done before the
takeoff of this rail project from
the hinterland to the west
coast.”

G Veeresh, wildlife activist,
said, “It will cause permanent
damage to the rainforests of Ut
tara Kannada. Small reptiles, big
mammals like elephants and
gaur will lose their habitat and
elephant corridors will be per-

-, manently destroyed, Is the MoEF
“here to protect the forests or fnat
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The hne announced 20 years ago cuts through dense forests of the Western Ghats

| MOHIT M. RAO

BENGALURU

The much-delayed, contro-
versial project to provide a
railway line —connecting
Hubballi in the plains and

Ankola on the coast — that

cuts through the dense

forests of the Western Ghats
has taken its first step to-

wards fruition. The environ-
mental cost however,. re-

- mains hlgh More than 1.73

lakh trees in 1,472 acres of

forests will make way for the

railway project, apart from
fragmentation of two tiger
reserves.

On Monday, the Regional
Empowered Committee of
the Ministry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change

(MOEF&CC) ' recommended
 the Stage-1 clearance for the:

-

long-pending project, albeit

with conditions. This marks

a big step for the prOJect :

—which was announced in
1997 and foundation stone

for which was laid in 1999 —

" that has seen environmental

£ oppos’itio‘n"’s' and even court

_scrutiny.

Among . the condltlons

ilways to pro-

' pose an increased number of

the REC has..‘

| tunnels. According to the
| proposal submitted, there

N

ill be 34 tunnels and nine
stations “on the 168.3-km
Toute. Similarly, the commit-

"tee has asked them to revise

| ‘the mitigation measures be-
ing taken, including con-

tion of underpasses for

‘Project need’

It was on May 5, during the

‘previous meeting, that the

REC claimed they were “not
yet convinced” about the
need of the project that will

Hubballi-Ankola rallway lme : ; 10

Length: 168 289 km

Land acquisition: 995.6 hectares

“Forest land: 595.6 hectares

i 9railway stations

i ¥
(S

H /
i '
i 2

34 tunnels

cut through  “pristine”
forests. While environmental

hurdles had persisted, the

Ministry of Railways and nu-
merous

record stating that the pro-
ject will proceed at all cost.

The proposal states that -

the line will handle nearly 27
million tonnes of cargo
headed from  north
Karnataka towards Belekeri,
(proposed) Tadri, and Kar-
war ports in Uttara Kannada

‘ 'Cut;s through Bedti'-'cons'ervétion Reserve, ‘Anshi
Dandeli Hornbill Conservation Reserve, elephant
corridors, and buffer zone of Kali Tiger Reserve

i
Slated to
carry.27
;  million
Treestobecut: EO'rméSt
i 1.73 lakh, down Ba lg: 0
| from?2.02 lakh T:djen.
enumerated - Kar\n;;r.
i nearly 8 years ago - it
ports.
as well as the Margao port in

Union Ministers
from Karnataka had gone on .

Goa which is being expan-
ded to import coal. During
the previous meeting, the

REC had asked the Railways.

‘why the project was needed,
considering that National

Highway 63 (Ankola to

Gooty) runs parallel to this;
while, a railway' Ime between
Hubballi and Margao via

~ Castle Rock already exists.

“The user agency (Indian
-Railways) has provided in-
formation on the doubts we

Tlmelme

1951: Formal representation reaches
Union government and the Railways

* forarail link between coastal

Karpataka and Hubballi

1997: Ministry of Railways announces
new broad-gauge line hetween
Hubballi and Ankola

‘Another
intrusion
into delicate
ecosystems’

STAFF REPORTER

-1999: Prime Minister Atal Bihari

Vajpayee lays foundation stone for
the project; says it will be complete
in four years

2001; Work starts on 45-kim stretch

- between Hubballi and Kalghatagi

' 2004: Ministry of Environment and

Forests rejects a proposal to divert
965 hectares for the project

) '2006: Two environmental

organisations go to the Supreme
Court's Central Empowered Committee
(CEC) against the project

2015: The CEC report to the apex
court states adverse impact of project
outweighs benefits and recommends
rejection of proposal. Case transferred
to the National Green Tribunal

2016: NGT clears way for the Railways
to submit fresh proposals for the

_ project

| 112017: After seeking clarifications on

‘the need of the project, the Regional
Empowered Committee of the MoEF
recommends Stage | approval

had, including cost-benefit
analysis when compared to
other projects already
present ... It is difficult to
mitigate (environment dam-
age) in projects like this, but
there is a trade-off so'that a
long-pending project can
come up,” said Jagmohan
Sharma, Additional Principal

. Chief Conservator of Forests

(Forest Clearance).

Among the changes that
. saw the project get clearance
is a fresh enumeration of the -

BENGALURU

For environmentalists,
the Hubballi-Ankola
railway line signifies
another infrastructure
intrusion into delicate
ecosystems when there
were less-destructive
alternatives present.

“Thereis no need
for a fresh project
when existing railway..
lines can be optimally
utilised. The existing
railway line through
Castle Rock passes just
around 80 km north of
this line,” said Praveen
Bhargav, managing ;
trustee of Wildlife First: :

. K. Ullas Karanth,

director for Science-
Asia, Wildlife
Conservation Society,
said, “There are too
many of these linear
intrusions in the
Western Ghats already,
with more ideas along
the way. I completely
oppose these
incremental intrusions
of having more ;
highways and railway
lines passing all along
the length.”

trees being cut. Previously,
the Railways had estimated
that 2:02 lakh trees would be
felled on the alignment. The
fresh figures lowers it to
1.73lakh trees.
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