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U relief for Whitefield commuters

.pected to partially ease traffic _congeStion caused due to IT crowd on Old Madras Road
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Raj Kiran, a Chartered Ac-
countant was delighted with the

cost factor. “For just 10, we can

reach up to Whitefield. If we take
a quarterly pass, the fare will
work out to just ¥6 per day,” he
said. “The huge plus point is that
the huge traffic congestion wit-
nessed on Old Madras Road in the
mornings due to the IT crowd
rushing towards Whitefield and
ITPL will be reduced.” He also
hoped that the BMTC introduces
feeder buses from Whitefield rail-
way station to ITPL like they
have done in the case of a few
Metro stations.

Travelling along with him was
Navitha Damodaran, a company
secretary. “It takes me two hours
toreach Whitefield from my resi-
dence at Nayandahalli. This serv-

“ice will help me enormously;” she

said.
V Narasimha, a research ana-
lyst at a firm in ITPL says, “It

. takes me one hour by cab and

even more time by bus to reach
Hoodi from Baiyappanahalli.
This train will help me reach
work in less than half the time.”
During the last one year, the Ban-
galore Railway Div has launched
16 Memu/Demu services. This
DEMU service will be replaced
when MEMU trains are launched
for suburban network, said a top
railway official.

ENS@Bengaluru

TO facilitate the running of ad-
ditional trains, including subur-
ban services in the future, the
Bangalore Railway Division has
proposed the doubling and elec-
trification of railway lines be-
tween two vital routes: Hosur to
Baiyappanahalli and Yesvantpur-
Baiyappanahalli-Channasandra.

'Announcing this at a pro-
gramme organised at Baiyap-

_panahalli railway station to flag
“off anew DEMU service between

Baiyappanahalli and Whitefield,

Parliamentary Affairs and Chem-

icals and Fertilisers Minister
Ananth Kumar said, “The pro-
posal has been recently sent by
the Bangalore Division to the
Railway Board for approval. Divi-
sional Railway Manager.R S
Saxena deserves congratulations
for taking these major
initiatives,”

Specifying details, Senior Divi-
sional Engineer (Co-ordination),
Bangalore Division, Lakshma
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oard the EMU tr'ain at Baiyyappanahalli stationin B

ngaluru on Friday. The train was flagged

off simultaneously by Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu via remote from New Delhi and by MP Ananth Kumar, Bengaluru
Development Minister K J George and MP P C Mohan from Bengaluru | Nacarasa 6aDEKAL

Train
timings

these two points will decongest
Whitefield. “We need two to three
more sets of trains in this direc-

tion,” he said.

Union Railway Minister Suresh
Prabhu in his speech telecast live
said that the Centre had allocated
Rs 3,174 crores for railway

projects in state.
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Departs from i Departs | Stoppages at :

Baiyappanahalli ; Whitefield at . KRPuram 8 [Oa[ eg
at825amto  6.5pm,reach andHoodiin

reach Whitefield : Baiyappanahalli . both - with a maximum capacity of
at 8.50 am ‘at6.40 pm : directions ¢ 2,412 passengers

vantpur-Hebbal-Banaswadi-Bai- ‘Ready SPV
yappanahalli-Channasandra is for su._burban
estimated at Rs 180 crore.” rail soon’
At 12.29 am, the DEMU depart- /
ed from Platform-2 of the station - ihe SSS%SASJ ;)rf] tgﬁ
after it was simultaneously network was
flagged off by Railway Minister discussed by
Suresh Prabhu via remote from varlous snaak
< speakers

New Delhi and from Bangalore during the laubieh
by Ananth Kumar, Bangalore De- et e fth
velopment Minister K J George - Singny GLng
and MP P C Mohan. neW DENE Al
" MP Rajeev Gowda called upon Bengaluru Central
‘the Railways to use its existing . .
infrastructure in a smart way. ;
Need more trains ter K J

i : to complete the
Bengaluru Central MP P C Mo- formalities
han said the DEMU between pertaining to the

setting up of a
Special Purpose

- Vehicle for
suburban services.
“When the
suburban rail
network is in place,
35 lakh passengers

will use it. Even
aftnr +hn
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- Mysuru en
' can park it:

Rlys asks govt for
space to stable trains

S LALITHA @Bengaluru

A frequent experience for passengers is
that of trains approaching Krantiveera -
Sangolli Rayanna (KSR) railway station
on time but halting for long at the outer
area of the tracks to get signal clearance.
It is the lack of sufficient stabling space
for trains at stations that is playing havoc
with time schedules.

The Bangalore Railway Division has
recently written to the state government
asking it to provide 9.5 acres near the

incoming mail and express -
‘trains here. This is in addition to the 250
metres of land that the Railways has in its
possession.

A senior railway official said, “With the
number of trains having increased mani-
fold, there is a clear lack of space to park
them. Unless, additional space is created
in the stations, trains will have to keep
waiting until the home signal is given af-
ter the departure of another train. Hence,
we are keen on creating an exclusive
space for the mail and express trains.”

Railways plans to create eight stabling
lines here that will cater to trains that run
from nlatforms 5 to 10. he said.
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Vhitefield gets anot
wlth pe <—h0ur rush

Inaugural run: Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu flagged off the train service through a video link on Fnday Elght coaches of the
DEMU train can carry up to 2,412 passengers. ssAMPATH KUMAR G.p. :

STAFF REPORTER

BENGALURU

A train to run exclusively
between Baiyappanahalli
and Whitefield, to cater to
the thousands of commuters
from the busy IT hub during
peak hours, was launched
on Friday.

The D1eSel Electric Mul-
tiple Unit (DEMU) train will
leave Baiyqp" anahalli at 8.25

a.m. and arrive at Whitefield
. — a timing that

the morning traffic rush that
clogs K.R. Puram and Outer
Ring Road. The train, with
halts at K.R. Puram and
~ Hoodi, will cover 15 km in

.less than half an hour. In the
return direction, the train
will leave Whitefield at 6.15

p.m. Eight coaches of the

DEMU train can carry up to
2,412 passengers

“This is an old demand of

. those in Bengaluru ... Chief
| Minister (Slddaramaxah) has
been meeting with us on the
| joint ventures for a number
. of projects and we are work-
Jing on it,” said Railway Min-

could help office- -goers beat

25 minutes
B to cover 15km

between

Byappanahalli

\ The newtrain

and Whitefield

iste’r Suresh Prabhu who
flagged off the train through
a video lmk

15 trains in all

With this, the line now hosts
more than 15 trains that can
be used by local commuters,
while the DEMU is the
second such exclusive short-
distance train. From KSR

takes more than 50 minutes

Choke points: K.R. Puram
flyover, Graphite India-
junction, Hoodi

- Bengaluru st:ition, there are

five trains between 7 a.m.
and 10 a.m., while in the
evening — between 4 p.m.
and 7 p.m. — six trains de-
part from Whitefield  to-
wards the city. “While this is
a good move, we need two
or three more such services
to ease the traffic situation
and get people to start using

suburban train,” said P.C.
Mohan, Bengaluru Central

MP.

In all, the South Western

~ Railway says there ‘are 95

commuter services in and
around Bengaluru, connect-
ing various stations . to

Ramanagaram,  Chickbal-
lapur, and  Tumakuru,
among others. !

'Ananth Kumar,
Minister for Chemicals and
Fertilizers, said, “We want

the Railway Ministry to ex-

pedite the proposal for a 54-

‘km track-doubling and elec-
‘trlﬁcatlon of the Baiyappa-

as well as
f %ﬁr—Chan-
nasandra stretch which can
be the suburban line to the
airport.” ;

- He said the suburban
train system can take off in a
big way if the State govern-
ment allots 40 acres from
NGEF land at Baiyappana-

. halli for maintenance work-

shops and another 9.6 acres
of land from the erstwhile
Binny Mills for an operations
centre.

Union
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Thex much awaited train

service between
Byappanahalh and )
Whitefield, which is

expected to decongest the
city’s IT corridor, was
flagged off on Frlday by
Union Railway Minister,
Suresh Prabhu via v1deo
conference from Delhi.
The suburban service —

DECCAN CHRONICLE
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the 17th tobe started inthe g

last one year and the 95th

- in the Bengaluru area -

could help take traffic off
the Old Madras Road and
roads leading to the IT hub

: Mahadevapura and

i Whlteﬁeld

It comes as a huge relief
for techies and other com-

muters, who have been

demanding such a service
to escape the traffic con-
gestion on the roads. .

One  happy techie, V.
Narasimha, employed ina
firm in Whlteﬁeld said it
was unbelievable that his

travel time had been cut to

just 25 minutes from
around two hours. “On

'reachmg Byappanahalll
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The DEMU train between
Byappanahalli and .
Whitefield that was inau--
garated by Railway
Minister Suresh Prabhu
through video, link, in

* Bengaluru on Friday —DC

by Metro it was an ordeal
to take a shared cab or bus

- to reach my workplace,”

he recounted.

While another techie felt
the train frequency must
be increased to help com-

muters, he was happy that
the cheaper and safer serv-
ice had been introduced to
make lives of people like
him easier.

- Besides techies the serv-

ice has come as boon to

2017 | BtNGAl.UR

other passengers too. Sa1d

Geeta Rama, 56, who
works as a mald in
Kasturmagar “The train

. journey is cheaper and

will also help me reach my

place of work on time and
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i n New tram w1]l reduce congestlon on Old Madras Road i Rehef to techles |

also - make the journey
home easier. But I would |
like it to be more fre- !
quent.”:

Bengaluru Central MB, P.
C. Mohan believes there
should be at least three
more services to decongest
the roads in the area.
“Since the construction of
the Metro has begun
towards Whitefield the
travel time to this IT hub.
has increased tremendous- *
ly. This train was a long
pending demand of the IT
crowd going to work in
Whitefield and also of the
residents of the area,” he
recalled.

The train will begin its
regular run from Saturday
and will operate on all
days except Sundays. It
depart from
Byappanahalli at 8.25 am
and reach Whitefield at
8:50 am. In the evening, it
will leave Whitefield at
6.15 pm and reach
Byappanahalli at 6.40 pm.
Its Diesel Multiple. Unit
(DEMU) rake of eight
coaches can accommodate
as many as 2412 passen-

gers during rush hours.
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| BENGALURU: The South
Western Railway has sent
adetailed project report on
doubling and electrification
of the Baiyappanahalli-
Hosur line to the Railway
Board.

[ Union Minister Ananth
| Kumar on Friday said he will
convince Railway Minister
Suresh Prabhu to clear the
proposal atthe earliest, .

Speaking at an event held
to flag off the Diesel Elec-
tric Multiple Unit (DEMU)
between Baiyappanahalli
and Whitefield, Kumar said
the state and Centre should
form a joint venture for Ben-
galuru on the lines of Karna-
taka Railway Infrastructure
Development. Enterprise
(KRIDE). 2

“The traffic situation in

the number of vehicles is
seeing an exponential
increase every day. The
city needs a BRIDE on
the lines of KRIDE for plan-
ning and speedy implemen-
tation of infrastructure pro-
Jects to bring a Mumbai-like
suburban rail service,” he
said. :

Noting that the suburban

railway project cannot be im-
plemented without the state
government’s cooperation,
he said the railways needs
40 acres of land on NGEF
campus at Banaswadi to es-
tablish a maintenance shed
for DEMUs and MEMUs.

Earlier, Railway Minister
Suresh Prabhu spoke at the
svent through video-con-
ferencing. He inaugurated
/arious development works
ind laid foundation stones
or other works.

RS 59,979-cr rail projects un

[EW DELHI, DHNS: The railways
s implementing Rs 59,979.72
rore worth of projects in
‘arnataka, Railway Minister
uresh Prabhu said on Friday,

laugurating various projects
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Bengaluru is worsening as
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Timings

& From Baiyappanahalli:
8.25am

B From Whitefield: 6.15 pm -
mTravel duration: 25 mins

B Stops: KR Puram, Hoodii
mTrain capacity: 2,412 pas-
sengers

il
MP P C Mohan said the

railways should'introduceﬂ -
two additional pairs of trains

between Baiyappanahalli
and Whitefield. “One pair
of trains is not sufficient on
this route. The road network
on this route is heavily con-
gested following civil works
for the Metro line,” he added.

SWR Bengaluru Division
RailwayManager R S Saxena
said doubling of the Baiyap-
panahalli-Hosur line will fur-
ther boost the suburban rail

Proposal sent for doubling of <
Balyappanahalli-Hosur rail line

/i
The new DEMU

il
b

inservice between Baiyyapanahalli and Whitefield stations

off at Baiyyapanahallion Friday. bHrHOTO

Commuters say

I

£

A i
was flagged

project. [ Argument over suburban rail policy
Saxena said doubling and 1 trlp hot enough ; :

electrification of the 40- | © ¥ AL SRS o Bengaluru Development Minister K J George ex-

km Baiyappanahalli-Hosur Activists said running pressed his unhappiness over the new suburban rail

project is estimated to cost _justone pairoftrains policy which makes the state bear a huge burden

Rs 400 crore. “In addition, | een Baiyapj ~of the project cost. “The state government will end

there is also a proposal for
doubling and electrification
of Yeshwantpur-Lottegolla-
halli-Hebbal line at a cost of
Rs 200 crore,” he said.

He said the railways
wasalready running 104 sub-
urban rail services and could
introduce more once the in-
frastructure is augmented.
“There are 26 MEMUs (elec-
tric) and 24 DEMUs. Our
priority is to convert conven-
tional trains into MEMUs in

. the coming days,” he added.
DH News Service ;

in different parts of the state

through video-conferencing,

he said 95% of land acquisition
- was over for some projects like
. laying newlines and expanding
istittio et

‘ her member,
said the railways should
finish do i

The remaining bottlenecks for
early completion of the projects
will be addressed soon, he said.
TherailwaysandtheKarnataka
government will meet in Ben-

galuru soon to expedite railway

up bearing 70% of the project cost. The Centre has
funded suburban trains in Mumbai and Chennai
~and should have done the same for Bengaluru,” he

said.

MP P C:Mph,aﬁ, however, intervened to say that -
Mumbai and Chennai projects were “built in the

> Centre s
ough the SE

the cost,

~ 1947-period” and;B{:n‘galutuéag;t;gxpect the
ame. “Besides, the Centre and the state each share
- 20% of the project cost while the special purpose
icle (SPV) will bear 60%,” headded, v~ =
idit didn’t matter whether it was 1947

uld have helped the govern-
PV will take care of 60% of -
itis the state government and not the

Centre which will take responsibility of the SPV,” he .

said.

der way in state: Suresh Prabhy.

projectsinthesstate, he added,
Between 2014 and 2016,
10 track-doubling and one elec-
trification project have been
commissioned in the state, He
said the NDA government al-

located an average of Rs 2,196
crore per year from 2014-15 to
2016-17 to Karnataka from, up
Rs 835 crore'per year during
the UPA regime from 2009-10
102013-2014.
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BENGALURU LOCAL Connects To Metro, 25-Minute Run T|me | Commuters Demand Higher Frequency | Boon To Workers In IT Belt

Track doubling
could link KTA

Tec

ies’ train finally rolls out, will cut

 travel time to and from Whltef' eld

Apara.lita.nay@tlmesgroup com

Bengaluru Suburban train
services in Bengaluru took a
quantum leap on Friday when
railway minister Suresh Prab-
hakar Prabhu flagged off the
first train between Byappana-
halli and Whitefield, via video
link from Delhi.

The train will effectively
cut travel time of thousands
of IT professionals heading to
their workplaces in the White-
' field-Mahadevapura belt via

0Old Madras Road. The train
will take all of 25minutes: it
departs from Byappanahalliat
8.25amm and reaches Whitefield
at 8.50am. On its return jour-
ney, it leaves Whitefield at
6.15pm and reaches Byappana-
halli at 6.40pm.

The Diesel Multiple Unit
(DEMU) rake of eight coaches
has a carrying capacity of
2,412 passengers during rush
hour. While Friday was only
the inaugural run, regular
service starts on Saturday; the
train will operate on all days,
except Sundays.

Though the new train was
the 17th suburban service to
be commissioned this year
and the 95th in Bengaluru re-
gion, it is perhaps the first
time a suburban service was
being introduced to decongest
a corridor within the city:
Travelling along this stretch
was a nightmare for techies.

" The new train harnesses
Metro service at Byappana-
halli, extending its benefits to
people from other parts of the
city. The up and down trips,
though, are not enough to ad-
dress the concerns of IT pro-
fessionals and other rail com-
muters, who demanded more
services of the train.

Narasimha V, a research

| analyst who works in White-
field and is one of the first

commuters on the train, said,
“I take the Metro to Byappan-
ahalli and then a shared cab
or BMTC bus toreach ITPL. A
cab ride takes me an hour to
reach Hoodi from Byappana-
halli Metro station, and bus
takes longer. But with this
train, travel time will reduce
to less than half and travel is
seamless because of easy ac-
cess between the railway ‘and
Metro stations.”

Similarly, Raj Kiran, a
regular user of suburban
trains from Byappanahalli
Metro station said, “Suburban
train is a cheaper mode of
travel. A trip in either direc-
tion costs Rs10 but a monthly
pass reduces that to Rs6 per
trip in each direction.”

“The timing of this train
is perfect and will reduce

‘traffic on Old Madras Road

during peak hours, provided
more people are made aware
of this service. Also, the fre-
quency of suburban trains
between Byappanahalli and

Whitefield needs to be in-
‘creased during peak hours to

effectively decongest roads,”
Kiran added.

Lakshmi Devi, 56 who
works as a cook for a family
in HQodi, said the train is a
cheaper option but should be
run with increased frequency
She takes the morning Mari-
kuppam Passenger from

HOPE WAGON: The Byappanahalli-Whitefield train on

its inaugural run on Friday; (Top) Union minister H N
Ananth Kumar and Bengaluru development minister
K J George at the launch of the suburban train

Byappanahalli to go to work,
and takes the bus to return
home before nooen.

“The frequency of trains
towards Byappanahalli after
10am is erratic and some-
times, we have to wait for a
long time at the station, or in
the train because of a delay in
line clearance. That is why I
take a bus but the fare is high-

er than for a train ride,” she
told TOI.

Thousands of people em-
ployed as housekeeping staff,
domestic help and security
guards in Whitefield area will
benefit, but increased frequen-
cy will help them all.

Bengaluru Central MP PC
Mohan also demanded atleast
three more services of this

train to decongest roads,
“Since Metro construction
work towards Whitefield has
started, travel time has dou-
bled in Mahadevapura area.
Thistrain was along-pending
demand of the IT crowd in

- Whitefield and of residents

too. But one service a day is
not enough. We need at least
three services,” he announced.

SUBURBAN RAIL POLICY REVIEW ON AUG 24 SUBURBAN LAUNCHES IN

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Bengaluru; Although 95
suburban services are opera-
tional in and around Ben-
,galuru South Western Rail-
W ;»‘(SWR) authorities com-
plain that their biggest con-
~straint is adding services
without augmenting infra-
structure.
~ On Friday, while inaugu-
rating the train between
Byappanahalli and White-
field stations, R K Saxena,
divisional railway manager
of Bengaluru division of
_SWR, said initial review of
" suburban rail services in the
“‘city point to an immediate

need to expand track net-
work, electrify and convert
to automatic signaling sys-
tems and convert DEMU
coaches to mechanical elec-

tric multiple unit (MEMU)

coaches to have a Mumbai-
like suburban rail network.
‘But the project is still on
paper as the special purpose
vehicle formation is being
reviewed again on August
24, between the state govern-
ment and railway officials.
- However, Bengaluru district
minister K J George said,
“The financial policy of the
. suburban rail project, as de-
cided by the rallways will

~ burden the state. First, we

have to fund 20% of the cost
directly and avail of loans
for 60%, and then bear the
land acquisition cost also.
The first phase of the project

project equally.”

Union minister for chem-
icals and fertilizers, and par-
liamentary affairs Ananth
Kumar said the SPV project
should be taken up through
the formation of Bengaluru
Rail Infrastructure Develop-
mentEnterprise (B-RIDE) as

_ is the existing
: rallway project develop
ments in the state.

SOURCE STATION DESTINATION ' DEPARTURE

K-RIDE for

KSR Bengaluru Ramanagara 5:30am i
' 5:25pm | 8:30pm

it 7:55pm :

- |Ramanagara |KSRBengaluru | - 6:50am | . 8t

KSR Bengaluru _ Whitefield : 8:45t_1_m i
Whitefield '|KSR Bengaluru 10:30am 11:10am
KSR Bengaluru Kuppam 11:20am 1:08pm
Kuppam KSR Bengaluru 2:45pm 5:20pm
Bangarpet Byappanahalli 3:55pm 5:10pm
Byappanahalli Bangarpet 5:150m 7:15pm
Byappanahalli KR Puram 7:30pm 8:30pm
KR Puram Byappanahalli 6pm 7:20pm
KSR Bengaluru Channapatna 9:55am 11:05am
|Channapatna KSRBendaluru |  4:15pm 5:40pm
Byagganahalli Whitefield | 825am 8:50am
[Whitefield Byappanahalli 6:40 pm

6:15 pm

Times NEws NETWORK

Bengaluru: Two major track
doubling projects have been
planned by South Western
Railway tHat could extend the
suburban rail link to Kempe-
gowda International Airport
(KIA). These include Hosur-
Byappanahalli (40km) and
Byappanahalli-Channasandra
(20km) at a total cost of more
than Rs 635crore. Channasan-
dra is already linked by train
to DeVanahalli.

Butthe railway board is yet
toapprove. “Both the lines are
becoming congested and there
is an increasing demand for
suburban rail commute to-
wards Hosur, and from Byap-
panahalli towards Krantiveera
Sangolli Rayanna (KSR) sta-
tion and Yeshwantpur,” R K
Saxena DRM, Bengaluru-
SWR admitted.

But Union minister for
chemical and fertilizers and

parliamentary affairs Ananth
Kumar said, “SWR should look
to expand the corridor from
Hosur to Channasandra
through Byappanahalli, and
electrify and convert it to auto-
matic signaling corridor. This
will facilitate the suburban rail
link to Devanahalli and inter-
national airport, decongest
city roads leading to the air-

port, and help daily commut-

ers from Devanahalli return to
the city by train. It will make
use of the infrastructure and
existing track capacity or be
planned under expansion of
the rail network in the state.
This way, we will connect
Whitefield to KIA by suburban
rail also. It will make Bengal-
uru like Mumbai.”

He said that 50 more subur-
ban train services should be
added to the existing 104-odd
services, catering to Channa-
patna, Ramanagara, Magadi,
Bangarpet, Kuppam etc.

18 projects for Karnataka

Bengaluru: On Friday, railway
minister Suresh Prabhu
launched 18 projects in Karna-
taka, describing them as gifts
to the state from the Centre.

- “From an average of Rs
835crore, railway budget sanc-
tions for Karnataka have in-
creased to about Rs 2,200crore
since the BJP came to power. In

- the 2017-18 rail budget, Karna-
LA taka®was ‘sanctioned Rs
- |VE 811 T4crore; whieh is 200% more
b “than the previous year’s alloca-

~ tion. In all, projects worth Rs
59,979crore are in progress,”
said Prabhu. He also an-
nounced that the first Uday
Express service will be inaugu-
rated from Bengaluru to Conn
batore in two days.

Doubling of tracks between
Gadag-Kudgi-Hotgi (287km
length, cost Rs 1,618 cr), Gadag-
Wadi (257km, cost Rs 2,842 cr)

. and between Londa and Shiva-

than are significant. Ty

AMENITIES, PROJECTS
LAUNCHED IN STATE

» New station, second
platform at Gadag station

» Additional platform at
Raibag station

» RoB at Chikkodi station

» Doubling of tracks between
Bhanapur and Koppal

» New platforms at Bhanapur
station

» VIP lounge at Shivamogga
Town station

» FoB at Holenarsipur station
» 500kW solar rooftop at

* | Mysuru Railway Workshop

» Water recycling plant at
Mysuru

» Doubling of tracks between
Nethravathi and Mangaluru
station

» FoB at Mangaluru station
» Bypass line at Wadi




‘Karnataka gets highe

OURBUREAU
Mangaluru, August 18

There is a significant increase -

in the allocation for railway
projects in Karnataka, accord-
ing to Railway Minister
Suresh Prabhu,

Launching various railway-

related projects for Karnataka -

= including the doubling of
railway  line  between
Mangaluru Central railway
station and Netravathi Bridge
in Mangaluru - through
video-conferencing faciltty on
 Eriday, he said the UPA2 re-

Naresh Lalwani, ‘Divisional
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.~ gime had allocated 835 crore

for Karnataka,

However, the NDA govern-
ment allocated 2200 crore
from 2014-17. That was an in-
crease of 163 per cent when
compared to the previous five
years, he said.

Stating. that Railways has

‘made an allocation of %3174

crore for various projects in
Karnataka for 2017-18, he said
this is the highest ever alloca-
tion-made to the state so far.
Speaking in Mangaluru,

° < ' : l .‘_,,.,, 3 ' S ;‘, . v«'-,_«.
ailway projects’
Railwaify‘rManéger of lfalakkad |
 division of Southern Railway,

said the work on the doubling

of track between Mangaluru

Central and Netravathi is ex- -

pected to cost ¥28 crore. The
Railway Ministry sanctioned
the work on this project in
2016-17. : )

Nalin Kumar Kateel, MP
from Dakshina Kannada, said
the Ministry has also sane

tioned a project to construct

an additional platform at
Mangaluru Central railway

station at a cost of X6.8 crore. -
: S
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STAF REPORTER

KADECHUR- BADIYAL
DISTRICT)

The most-antlcxpated Rail
Bogle 'Karkhana established
in the Kadechur- Badiyal In-
dustrial Hub in Yadgir dis-
trict was commissioned by
Railway Minister Suresh
Prabhu via remote link on
Friday. He also laid the
foundation stone for the
Wadi bypass railway line sim-
ultaneously.

_ The Rail Bogie Karkhana
has come up at a cost of %
80.92 crore. Rail Vikas
Nigam Limited and South
Central Railway of Secun-
derabad worked on the
project.

: M. Malhkarjun Kharge,
i MP and Leader of the Con-
gress in the Lok Sabha, Priy-
ank Kharge, Minister for In-
formation Technology and
Bio Technology and d;strxct
in-charge, Sharanprakash

patil, Minister for Medical .

BV Nalk MP, addressing the gatherin
lon at Kadechur—Badlyal n Fnday *SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

(YADGIR |/

R flvy/ QZWS

THE HINDU BWVG©
18 AUG 2017

Educatlon and Kalaburagi
district in-charge, and many
others whose names had
been publxshed in the invita-
tion card as guests remamed
absent.

. Delivering his address
through a video link, Mr.
Prabhu said that the Union

.government was committed
to taking up development
works and was -also inter-
ested in introducing new rail
lines in the State. The United
Progressive Alliance govern-
‘ment had released % 2,200

crore for the State but the -
National Democratic Alli-

ance governrnent has ear-
marked % 3,174 crore in 2017-
18. Thanking the people,
who gave land for the fact-
ory, the Railway Minister
said that more number of
pro_|ects would be launched
in the State.

BV. Naik, MP from .

Raichur, who was a guest,

said that establishing factor-.

g after the Rail Bogle Karkhana was dedlcated tothe

ies such aé Rail Bogie Fact-
ory would help eradicate un-
employment, He said that

_ the credit for establishing

the factory would go to Mr.
Mallikarjun Kharge, whose
interest will now ensure em-
ployment to 470 skilled la-
bour. Conveying his special
thanks to Mr. Prabhu, Mr.
Naik said that he had en-
sured the completion of the
project as he had promised
Mr. Kharge.

Amaranath Patil, MLA,
who was present, urged the
Railway authorities to
provide jobs to the local
people

Beerappa “and :
Gowramma, presidents of
Kadechur and Badiyal gram
panchayats, John Thomas,

Additional General Manager,
Arjun Mundia, Chief Mech-
anical Engineer, Shakeel
Ahmed, Senior Public Rela-
tion Officer, and others were

present
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| Railway bogie factory
‘inaugurated in Yadgir

Times NEws NETWORK

: Kalaburagi: On Friday, rail-
: ways minister Suresh Prab-
: hu launched 18 railway pro-
i jects in Karnataka, descri-
: bingthemas gifts to the state
. i fromthe Centre. 7
: «from an average of Rs
i g35crore, the railway budget

: .sanctions for Karnataka has

i increased to about Rs 2,200
; crore since the BJP govern-
: ment came to POWer, in 2014,
: 2015,2016 and 2017. In the 2017-
$ 18railbudget,Karnatakawas
.sanctioned Rs 3,174crore,

i which is 200% more than the

} previous year’s allocation. In

i all, projects worth  Rs

i 59,979crore are in different

i stages of progress. We stand

i committed to the develop-

: ment of rail infrastructure

i and improvement of railway

: services in Karnataka,” said

i Prabhu. Karnataka state has

: gotRs.3,174 crore for various

: railway developmental

¢ works said railway minister

: SureshPrabhakarPrabhu.

i Hewasaddressingthegat-
hering via video link from
Delhi after ir}augurating the
newlybuiltrailwaybogiefac-

' PROJECTS

LAUNCHED

2
|

@ New station, second platform §

atGadagstation

@ Additional platformat Raibag

station

® RoB‘.';l_t‘Chikkodi station

@ Doubling of tracks between
BhanapurandKoppal” =
@ Newplatformsat Bhanapur
station A

@ VIP lounge at Shivamogga .
Townstation a0 :
@FoBat Holenarsipur station -
@ 500kW solar rooftop at

“Mysuru RailwayWorkshop

@ Water recyclingplantat
Mysuru

@ Doubling of tracks between
Nethravathiand Mangaluru
station S

@ FoB at Mangaluru station

@ Bypassline atWadi

tory at Kadechura-Badiyal
villagesnear Yadgir.

The doubling of tracks
between Gadag-Kudgi-Hotgi
(287km-1ength, cost Rs 1,618
crore), Gadag—Wadi (267km,
costRs2,842crore) andbetwe-

STATE-OF-THE-ART: A view of
the railway bogie factory at Yadgir

en Londa and Shivathan in: .

thedistrictstoexpandtherail
network_inNorthKarnataka, 4
are most significant. 3
Raichur MP B V Naik de-
manded that the Union go- .
vernment provide employ- -
ment to families who have gi-
ven theirland for the project. «
Villagers of Badiyal and

Kadechur protested at thein- =

dustrial area where the rail-
way bogie factory is built see-
kingemployment for families
displaced by the project.
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- 2major railway pI'Q] iects of

| The newly-constructed platforms at Koppal tailway station | express

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @ Hubballi

| WORK on two major railway projects

of north Karnataka aims at improv-
ing the line capacity and train speed
will commence on Friday:

Union Railway Minister Suresh
Prabhu will inaugurate the projects.
He will/also dedicate several passen-
ger.amenities provided at various
places in the region for public.

Gadg-Wadi new rallway line

The 257-km-long Gadag-Wadi railway :

line is a long-pending demand of the
people of Hyederabad-Karnataka re-
gion. It will pass through Gadag, Kop-
pal, Raichur, Yadgir and Kalaburgi
districts, besides touching impor-
tance places like Yelburga, Kushtagi,
Mudgal, Lingasugur, Shorapur and
Shahpur. Once commissioned, the
line will ensure a short route between
Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh, thus

| reducing the travel time.

The Gadag-Wadl line will play apiv-
otalrole in boosting economic growth
of the region as it will help transport
goods produced in the industries here
and raw material, besides catering to
the travel needs of people.

The project, which was sanctioned

in 2013-14, had got the clearance of the

Cabinet Committee on Economic Af-
fairs (CCEA) in February 2014.

The project is being taken up at a
cost of Rs 2,841 crore, under 50:50 cost-

sharing basis with Karnataka'

government.

The total land requirement for the
project is 3,472 acres, which will be
provided by Karnataka government
free of cost to the railways. Presently;

550 acres out of the 750 acres required;

between Talkal and Kushtagi (57 km)
has been handed over to the railways
by the State government. Tenders

worth Rs 85 crore for execution of

earth work and minor bridges on this

~ stretch have also been awarded by the
“railways.

As much as 640 acre is required be-
tween Shahpur and Wadi (47 km). The
land acquirment is in advance stage
through the Karnataka Industrial
Area Development Board (KIADB).

OTHER PASSENGER
AMENITIES

A platform shelter has éome up
at Gadag railway station

Chikkodi Road station has got
a building

Koppal railway station has got
platforms 2 and 3

The platform shelter of Raybag
railway station has been
expanded

a

K’taka to take off today

‘Doubling of Gadag-Kudagi-Hotal

line

The proposed Gadag-Kudagi-Hotgi
doubling project once completed will
enhance the capacity of the existing
congested sections, thereby improv-
ing average train speed, punctuality,

safety. It will also help facilitate aug-

mentation of additional train services
on this route. The total estimated cost
of this doubling project is Rs 1,615
crore.

This 284-long-long line doubling
was sanctioned by the Railway Board
in 2014-15 and the CCEA had given
clearance in October 2015. Doubling
of Hotgi-Kudgi (134 km) has been tak-
en up under ‘Customer Funding Mod-
el’ with the National Thermal Power
Corporation (NTPC) Limited, which
has deposited Rs 946 crore with the
Railways. The amount will be reim-
bursed to the NTPC subsequently as
freight rebates in accordance with the
terms of the scheme.

As NTPC issetting up thermal pow-
er plants of a total capacity of 4,000
Mw at Kudagi, this line will facilitate
coal supply to NTPC'’s Kudagi thermal
power plant. The railways has singed .
an agreement with NTPC for comple-
tion of this stretch by 2019-20. The
Gadag-Hotgi section passes through
Gadag, Bagalkot and Vijayapura dis-
tricts of Karnataka and Solapur dis-
trictof Maharashtra. The entire project
is targeted to complete by 2020-21.
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Mlnlsters to boycott inaugural

P

'IThey !

STAFF REPOR:TER
YADGIR }

\Expressing  unhappiness
‘about the Rallway Ministry,
Ministers Priyank Kharge
and Sharanprakash Patil will
boycott the inaugural pro-
gramme of the Rail Bogie
Karkhana at Kadechur-
‘Badiyal Industrial area in
‘Yadglr district on Friday.
_Talking to The Hindu over
phone from Bengaluru, the
‘Ministers expressed anguish
.over the Railway Ministry
neglecting the region and

also elected representatives, -

“Being the Minister of the

district where the Karkhana

‘came up, I'was not invited as
per protocol,” Mr. Priyank

- The Rail Bogle Karkhana at Kadechur-Badlyal Industnal area in

Yadgir district is set to be inaugurated on Friday.;* *

. M. Kharge sald Rallway Mallikarjun Kharge, MP and.
Minister -

Suresh Prabhu

Leader of the Congress in
should understand the pro-

the Lok Sabha, who

ction of Rail Bogie Karkhana

, pset over Rallway Mlmstry neglectlng elected representatlves

i backward area thh thlS pro-

ject. Mr. Prabhu, however,
did not invite Mr. Mallikarjun
Kharge as per protocol.
The foundation stone to
establish FIAT Rail Bogie
Karkhana was laid in 2014 on
150 acres of land in Ka-
dechur and Badiyal Indus-
trial ‘Area. The land was
handed over by the State
government for free and
Tata Projects Ltd. completed
the project at a cost of

- %80.92 crore for Rail Vikas
.Nigam Ltd.

According to the South
Central Railways, Secundera-
bad, Mr. Prabhu will inaugur-
ate the Rail Bogie Karkhana
through video-conferencing

Kharge said. ject came up because of M. dreamed to develop the on Friday. _
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. KADECHUR-! BADIYAL (YADGIR

DISTRICT) ;
ficials from the Railway
‘Department denied the al-
ljfatipn’s by the district in-
arge and Information
Technology and Bio Tech-
mnology Minister Priyank
Kharge that they had not |
“been invited properly to
the inaugural programme
of Rail Bogie Karkhana at
i Kadechur-Badiyal Indus-
trial Hub and said that they
had invited the Minister as
per protocol.

They also said that top
senior officers from Secun-
derabad personally called *
the Minister over phone
and requested hlm to:be  :
present at the programme :
to make it a grand success.

Talkmg to The Hmdu, ]
. senior officer, who did not

wxsh to be named, said that

“we expected that he,
along with others, includ-

~ ing Sharanprakash Patil,
-Minister for Medical Edu-
cation, Baburao Chin-
chansur, Chairman of

Karnataka State Border De-

velopment  Authority, |

would be present. But,
i~ they did not turn up,” he

-added.

A few participants were
surprised over the absent
of veteran leader and MP
M. Mallikarjun Kharge,
who was mstrumental in
bringing in th1§ dl:eam pro-
ject here. “I think some-
thing went wrong. Other-
wise, he (Mr. Mal,li_l,{arjun" :
Kharge) would have come,”

a resident of Kadechur

said.

The prOJect which has
come up at a cost of ¥ 80.92
crore, will produce at least |
50 FIAT bogies per month.
. It is expected to produce
around 600 such bogles in
a year. Sl
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.-.Work on Gadag KUdgl’HOtgl

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
HUBBALLI

‘Work on the Gadag-Kudgi-

Hotgi double line was initi- .

‘ated on Friday along with

the inauguration of a shelter -

for the second platform at
the Gadag Railway Station.
‘In the presence of Minis-

. ter for Rural Development,

and Panchayat Raj and dis-
triet-in-charge of Gadag H.K.
Patil and others at Gadag
Railway Station on Friday,
Minister for Railways Suresh
Prabhu initiated the work
through video link from Rail
Bhavan in New Delhi. Mr.
Prabhu also initiated the
: work on Gadag-Wadi section
1 '.lhKoppal on the occasion. «
“Addressing the gathering
, through the video link, Mr.
| Prabhu said that as
| Karnataka was important for
, Indlan Railways, the highest
ever funds had been alloc-
ated to the State in the
budget. “Indian Railways is
in transformation mode and
is focussing on improving
rail infrastructure and pas-
senger amenities like never
before.  Cleanliness and
Make in India programmes
t have been successfully im-
‘ plemented in Indian. Rail-
ways. ngh-speed railway
network is bemg worked

Gadag district in-

g argeermster H. K Patlladdressmg a
gathering after the initiation of work on Gadag-Kudgi-Hotgi
double line (through video link by Railway Minister Suresh

Prabhu) at the Gadag Railway Station on Friday. =speciAL

~ ARRANGEMENT

upon and soon, we will op-
erate trains at. 200 kmph on
trunk routes,” he said.

After the formal inaugura-
tion from the Railways Min-

‘ister, a simple programme
was held at the Gadag Rail-

way Station in which, Mr.
patil unveiled a plaque to
mark the foundation laying
ceremony for the double lin-
ing project. Mr. Patil also in-
augurated the new platform
shelter for platform No 2 at
the station.
"The Minister told the rail-

-way officials that if they sent

a proposal for land acquisi-
tion required for Gadag-
Laxmeshwar-Yelavigi railway
line, he would take up the is-
sue with the State govern-

‘ment and get the required

sanction.

A host of elected repres-
entatives, including MP Shiv-
akumar Udasi, president of
Gadag Zilla Panchayat Vas-
anna Kuradagi, MLC Basan-

agouda Patil Yatnal, Deputy

Commissioner of Gadag
Manoj Jain and senior offi-
cials of South Western Rail-
way were present.
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| SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT ‘
KOPPAL

Minister for Higher Educa-
tion and district in-charge

© Basavaraj Rayaraddi was
hopeful that the new rail-
- wayline between Gadag and

Wadi would be ‘completed
- within the scheduled ﬁve
years.

He was speaking after in-/

auguratmg the work of lay-

the second line between

Bhanapur and Koppal/and ;

new platforms in Koppal
railway station at a function
organised in Bhanapur rail-

-way statlon near here on ;
 Friday.

“The257 km stretch new
Gadag -Wadi line, which" was
approved in 2013-14 at an es-
timated cost of 71,923 crore,
was being taken up now
with revised cost estimate of
2,841 crore. The new line
was proposed long back

when I ‘was the member of
Parliament and for various
reasons it got delayed,” he

Sald :
Accordmg to him, the

‘proposed work was being

taken on a cost sharing basis

_ with the State government
: shouldermg 50% of the cost
‘and also allotting the re--

~quired lands.
'To ensure speedy pro-
gress, the State government

had entrusted the task of ac- -

Mmlster Basavar Rayaraddn speaking at a function
orgamsed at Bhanapur rallway station on Fnday )

bl
B Y
I
)

qumng the lands through’
Karnataka Industrial Area
Development Board and,
hand it over to the Railways.

“Now the 58-km stretch
work between Talakal and|
Kushtagi had been taken up,
and would be completed in',
a span of 18 months. The,
process of acquiring land,
between - Kushtagi-,
Shahapur-Wadi ‘was under
way. The new line will re-.
duce the distance between 4
Karnataka and Andhra Pra-,
desh besides helping eco-
nomic development of thls
reglon,” he said.

Karadi ' Sanganna, MP A

sald that the new line would
benefit. Koppal, Raichur,
Yadgir, and Kalaburag1 dis-»
tricts’ and give a boost to’

. economic and mdustnal de-

velopment.
He underlined the need‘

to complete the land acquis-

ition process so as to ensure |
that the project would be>
ready as per schedule. Ll
- B.B. Singh, Assistant Gen-*
eral Manager South Western
Zone, welcomed. Raghav-
endra Hitnal, MLA, Halappa

. Achar, and Amaregouda’

Byyapur, former legislators, -
M. Kanagavalli, Deputy"
Commissioner, Venkataraja, '
ZP Chief Executive Officer,
were among other elected’
representatives and sen‘lor
officials present

8
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‘We are committed to enhance

railway facilities in State:

Inaugurates Gadag “Wadi reulway hne, other famhﬂes

KOPPAL: The launch of
Gadag-Wadi railway line,
the inavguration of dou-
bling of railway lines be-
tween Bhanapur and Kop-
pal, and the inauguration of
platform numbers two and
three in Koppal Railway Sta-
tionwerecarriedoutata
programme held in Bhana-
pur Railway Station near
Koppal on Friday.

Union Railway Minister
Suresh Prabhu launched the
works from Railway Board of-
fice in New Delhi through video
link. He also launched a new
u-amathyappanahalhmBen
galuru, a solar unit and rain wa-
ter harvesting facxhty at Mysu-
ru railway station, an
upgradation of passenger wait-
ing rooms in Shivamogga and
Gadag stations, and rail coach
factoryin Yadgir.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Railway Minister stated
that the Central government is
committed to providing addi-
tional facilities in the State.

“There are several opportu-

nities in the State for taking up

new projects. Funds, more

than what was committed in
the Budget, have already been
earmarked for the State, and
the government is comumitted
to completing them within a
particular timeframe,” Mr

L‘f i ‘ | \ Lﬁ 1 ¢ )

MF Sangarma Karadi and Minister Basavaraj Rayareddy Iauntlﬂng Gadag-Wadi rallwav Ilne
work along with inauguration of various rallway facilities at a programme held in Bhanapur
railway station near Koppal on Friday. oH PHOTO

Prabhu stated.

The Central government will
complete the modernisation of
railway stations, incorporation
of new technologies, and con-
struction of new railway lines
atthe earliest. The Railway De-
partment is all setto extend its

Prabhu

"] Minister Basavaraj Rayareddy

areas of operation in the next
five years. Moreover, the Rail-
ways is committed to contribut-
ing to the economic develop-
ment of the country, the
Railway Minister stated.
Speaking after the video con-
ference, District In-charge

. stated that when he wasMPhe

had taken up-the issue of

| Gadag-Wadi railway line with
the then railway minister Ram

Vilas Paswan.

“In fact, Gadag-Wadi railway
line should have been complet-
ed in 1910, The work ontheline
did not take off due to the dif-
ferences with the British gov-
ernment and due to several
technical problems. Later, sur-
veys on the line were undertak-
en in 1990 and again in 2015,
and now the work on the proj-
ect is being launched,” Mr Ra-
yareddy explained the struggle
behind the implementation of
the project, and presented the
relevant documents to support
his contention.

MP Sanganna Karadi also
spoke on the occasion.

South Western Railway Ad-
ditional General Manager BB
Singh,

MLA K Raghavendra Hit-
nal, former ML.C Halappachar,

- and others were present onthe
occasion.
DH News Service
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la, an mtegral coach factory at Pe-
rambur, modern coach factory at

' Raebareli. One LHB coachrequires

two Fiatbogies andtheboglemanu

; . facturing capacity, however, in the

bove manufacturing units is just

coachseatsperyear. . °
: Inahidtoﬁllthesupply-demand 3
gap, two new bogie “production
units were sanctioned at Budge-
Budge inBengal, and YadgirinKar-

. nataka (South Central Railways) to

manufacture Fiat bogie frames.
Thefactorywﬂ}hkvieémperson-

' nel, including Indian Railway em-

ployees, ¢ outsourced employees and
~.other Tocal people employed indi-
rectly The factory has been set ip
ith ._pre-engmeered bulldmg

' (PEB echnology. i
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