: Hubballi: If the Raﬂwayé
had been a little more con- -

- they are disgusted by

imesgroup.com

cerned about - bassengers,

. Asif Belavanki, 25, would

have been posted ag IT admin
at'Goa Airport and got mar-
riedtwodaysago, u
Struck by a falling boul-
derat Lonavala on August 21,
he is laid up in bed after he -
haslosthis spleen, an abdom-
inal organ involved in purifi-
cation of blood cells, His fa-

ther, Hassansah Belavanki, .

lost control over the Jeft side
of hisbody. Jos e

_Sharing their story with
TOI the father-son:d

lence of the department over
their demand for g job. “As a
computer science ‘diploma

TR 31T §fRenfarepy
THETIMES OF INDIA/BANGALORE
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He should be
given a job
“ Though boulders
fell on'S-4 and
* S-5, only the roof of S-6
was broken. We have
learnt that S-6 coach
Was seven years old, As
per the Railway manual,
a sleeper coach can bhe
used for only 3-4 years.
Boulders falling is
common in the Lonavala-
- Karjat ghat section, but
| the Railways has not .
taken precautionary.
measures like covering
the area with a net. |¢'s
utter negligence and the
Railways should com-
pensate the youngster
with an appropriate job.
Ahmedkhan Bagewadi |

IN SORRY STATE: asif Belavanki, 25, who was on board Hubbal;-
Lokamanya Tilak Terminus Express, was admitted at Fortis Hospital

graduate, T had worked as
outsourcing engineer at Wi-
pro. After completion of the

MEMBER’ ANJUMAN-E'ISLAM,
HUBBA| ‘

. Asif said he had recently

broject, T was appointed by

CMS Infotech as IT admin to j

be posted at Goa Airport,
with effect from August 28.
Now, Iam not in a position to
Wwork as I have undergone a
major surgery, and' doctors

-have advised rest for six

months, besides annual anti.
infection vaccination

throughout my life.”

_RAILWAYS' APATHY

attended an interview with
anIT firm, and was selected.

: -He was asked to Jjoin immedi-

ately but couldn’t as doctors

|| have advised him to be cau-

tious about his health, “ am

o ‘worried about my future,”
. Asif said.

~ Hassansab said he will get
pension  after retirement

i w_hich should be sufficient for

him and his wife, “My earn-

ings were spent on thé mar-
riageof my two daughtersand
toeducate mysecond son Ash-
faq, who is doing BE Civil at

eshwar. “What shall T do.

tohelp Asif?” he asked,
Shainaz, Asif’s ‘mother,
saidtheVWeregoingtoAjmer
Dargah to thank God and
seek blessings. “As Asif gota

'\ permanent job, we were go-

ing to' Ajmer Dargah to ex-
i press our gratitude. We

boarded the Hubballj-Loka-
manya Tilak Terminus Ex.

i press from Hubballi. When

some boulders fell on the
train, I was lucky to be sleep-
inginthenext compartment,
OUr . CO-DARKAN OB Fnnls te

© = M :
Asif H Belavanaki

¢ i Likes”
.Twmis Tyroota &replies  Madia

. §
T
{

& 0

11ost my futur
%c:‘;rm concern dept soplzd

tographs of the incident and
alerted railway authorities,
My husband and' son were
shifted to Fortig Hospital in

Kalyan and were admitteq

there for 10 days. The Rail-
‘Ways paid all the hospital ex-
benses and we are visiting
the Railway Hospital in Hub-

‘balli for follow up, but the

qua!ity of service is substan.

© i3

|- in Kalyan, Mumbai for 10’ days, after a boulder fell on the train on
o . August 21. His father Hassansab
Belavanaki, who was also injured
inthe accident, was admitted in
the same hospital, The boulder
splintered into pieces and pierced

through the roof of coach S-6

of elected representatives,

S h_e, does not get justice

10am to 3pm to getstitchesre-
moved, he has become very
sensitive after his spleen was
removed.,” =

Asif said he has been

tweeting to Rashtrapati Bha.

van, the prime minister, rajl-
way minister, SWR, CR and

_elected representatives like

Dharwad MP Pralhafl_ Joshi

and MT A Ta~-a: 1

Where the father and son were
sleeping. Asif, who was compelled
to postpone his wedding follow-
ing the accident and lost a job
opportunity at an IT firm, has
appealed to the Railways to pro-
vide him a job, However, as his ( .
Pleas fell on deaf ears, he has ur rules. Their demand
posted on the twitter accounts

threatened to commit suicide if »

We have
paid all bills

 talbills of both victims,

ment at privas
hospitals, we wil
to the railway m
- to sanction :

~ofa job may be consid-

-ered only by the railway
ministry in Dethi.

EVijaya | pro, swr,
HUBBA ‘ '

Hope Rlys i

gives him a job
£ Asif was to

¥ marry our daugh-

ter on October 24, But

we have put it off to

. next year, looking at his

* Railways compensates
him with a proper job
here in Hubballi.

" Rustumsab Namazi Jein
BRIDE’S FATHER ;

_ sponded, Suggesting that we |
~ file our grievance on bgpor-
taj.govin, from where we got .

an answer advising us to ap-
. broachtherailwayminister
have been tweeting to minis-
ter Piyush Goyalevery morn-
. ing for the past 42 days: Des-
Perate by their silence, T have
also requested them fa mien

“ The Railways has
paid all the hospi-

If 'th‘ey.are opting for . |
treatme o

condition. We hopethe
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s mplementatlon of rall-
way projects in Kodagu dis-
itrict affects environment,
| The state government has
| written a letter to the Cen-

' tral government agamst '
takmg up railway projects .

| in the district,” Kodagu dis-

trict m—charge minister MR
Seetharam said at the 59th
anniversary of Karnataka .

’ Kodagu and Sakaleshpur ar-
eas, hesaid:

, MM Chengappa, presi-
{ dent KPA, requested the
government not to €xpand

district as it would affect en-
v1ronment e

“The government should
ban import of pepper. seeds
front SAARC nations as it is

affecting pepper growers in

e e g e

rail and road networksin the

mar
w1ld anlmals was increasing

 in the region. As many as 62

_elephants had been safely
sent back to the forest in
2017, he said. ,
Rajya Sabha rnember MV
Rajeev Gowda said that col-

- lective efforts were needed -
to tackle changing weather
pattern that had affected -
Western Ghats and coastal |
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Bldar—Kalabura oi
line to spur deth
‘reduce travel tlme,'

8 The new rail-
way line between Bidar and
Kalaburagi will not only
serve as a link between the
tworegions, butisalso indic-
ative of the significantlevels
of development undergoing
in the districts of the Hyde-
rabad Karnatakaregion.

The project, which was
started when NDA was in

‘Vajpayee dispensation in
1998-1999, was completed this
month. Prime Minister Na-
| rendra Modi will inaugurate
| the project this Sunday, 29
" October, at Nehru stadium in
| Bidar. ©

The new railway line will
reduce the time taken to tray-
elfromcitieslike Kalaburagi
and Bengaluru to north Indi-
ancitieslikeDelhi, Haryana,
Punjab, Ahmadabad UPand
Bihar by two and half hours.
Roughly 150 kms is reduced
indistance as well.

Industrialists, grain and
cloth merchants in. Bidar
and Kalaburagi, who have
‘business ' relations with
north Indian cities, will
‘ greatly benefit from the pro-

-| ject. Cement, produced in

‘ Kalaburagl is one of the ma-
| jor commodities being sup-
| plied to north Indian cities.
Aside form cement, tur daal
and paddy are also exported

fromtheregion, while textlle :
electronic

products and .
goods are imported.
Speaking to TOI, ex-
chairman of Hyderabad
Karnataka Chamber of
Commerce Umakant Niggu-
| dagi, said that most busi-
nessmen from Kalaburagi
| have business relations in
I'north Indian cities. Aside

from them, farmers will also |

benefit, Niggudagi added.

He further said that the
Bidar-Yashwanthpur train,

whichtravels via Vikarabad,

| when diverted through Ka-
| laburagi will save around

| twohours i injourneytime..

| The 104 km project costs
Rs 1542.41 k crore and is
shared by both the Karnata-
ka state government and the
Indian Railway During the
construction of the railway
line, a tunnel at Maragutti
village on the border of Ka-
laburagi-Bidar districts

powerduringthe Atal Bihari .,

BUILDING CONNECTIVITY:
Work going on in a tunnel in the
railway line between Bldar and.
Kalaburagi. Bl g

proved to be the most chal-
lenging part of the project. It
was finally completed with
the hlghest standard of qual-
ity 13 over bridges and 51 un-
der bridges were construct-
ed, as well as one other main
bridge. The train will stop at
12 railway stations between

Bidar and Kalaburagi,

namely: Kanaji (H), Hal-
likhed-B, Nandagaon (H),
Humnabad Kallur Road (H),
HalhkhedK Margutti (H),
Kamalapur, Nawadgi’ (H),
Mahagaon (H), Kurukotta
(H)and Sultanpur.

CM to inaugurate railway
line tomorrow :
South central railway offi-
cials have invited chief min-
ister Siddaramaiah to inau-
gurate the new railway line
between Bidar and Kalabu-
ragionSunday, October 29, at
Bidar/»

PM Narendra Modi w1]l
alsobe present and will dedi-
cate the new railway line to
thenation andflagoff DEMU
train services between Bi-
dar-Kalaburagiatafunction

‘at Bidar railway sation on

Sunday; at6pm.

Governor Vajubhai Va-
la and railway minister Pi-
yush Goyal will also be pre-
senton theoccasion.

The new railway line has
alength of 110.40km, and was
completed in two phases at
an approximate expenditure
of Rs 1542 crore. In the first
phase, work was taken up be-
tween Khanapur - Humna-
bad to a length of 37.20 km.
Later on, the second phase of
the work was taken up be-
tween Humnabad — Kamala-
pur -Kalaburagi to a length

of 73.193 Kms, which was

completed as per the sched-

‘uled deadline this month.
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A16-year-old dream of commuten
ll become real tomorrow

28 QCT 201

@

W

Prime Mlmster Narendra Modl w111 maugurate the Bldar-Gulbarga rallway line

STAFF REPORTER
KALABURAGI
Bidar-Gulbarga raulway line,
the long-awaited dream of Hy-
- derabad Karnataka, is going -
to be realised 16 years after its
 initiation. The  stretch is
scheduled to be inaugurated
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modiin Bidar on Sunday: =~
However, the way the Rail-
way Ministry has planned the
inaugural event allegedly
. sidelining veteran Congress
leader from the region M.
Mallikarjun Kharge has attrac-
ted * criticism, particularly
from the Congress. Many &
view it as a well thought-out
political move by the BJP to
take complete credit for the
project.

on Friday. =GopICHANDT.

The Bidar Railway Station is get

ng ready for t-he»inauguration'of Bidar-Gulb~arga r‘aivlwa lie,r :

Mr. Kharge told The Hindu
over phone from Delhi on Fri-
day. He lashed out -at the
Union government for. “con-

gress that had made “signific-
ant contributions” to the

' project.
However, BJP. leaders dls
missed  the . allegations.

“There is no -intention to
avoid Mr. Kharge or the Con-
gress. The Railway Ministry fi-
nalised the schedule as per

Minister. The project was ini-
tiated by the Atal Bihari Va-

cratic Government at the
Centre and completed during
. Mr. Modi’s regime.
- between, though the United

sciously ignoring” the Con-

Before finalising the date,
the place and invitees for-the
event, the Railway Ministry
reportedly did not consult
either Mr. Kharge or the State

 of the project cost of ¥ 1,500
‘crore apart from prov1dmg'

land free.
‘There is also an opinion
stating that the event was

“ when Mr. Kharge, who is the

Chairman of Public Accounts

Commlttee (PAC), would be

busy holding a presscheduled

PAC meeting in Delhi.
“They [BJP leaders] delib-

erately - a\}oided me. If they
wanted to invite me, they
would have consulted me well

in advance allowing me to res- -

chedule my programmes in

‘ready,”

Progressive Alliance ruled for

" two terms, it'did not take any

intexest in getting the project
Baburao Chauhan,
vice-president of the State BJP

government that shared half  planned on the same date

- Jeg amft | glra
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accordance with the event,”

unit, said.
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fedha Servo Drives to set up
metro coaches

| pl nt for rall

06 ore umt
; to be setup in.
Telangana
. OURBUREAU
. Hyderabad, 0ctober27

Medha Servo’ ‘Drives, the Hy- -

derabad-based manufacturer

of rail coaches and propul-:

sion systems for diesel and
electric locomotives, has an-
nounced plans to set up a
3 greenﬂet " manufacturing
: angana for rail and

! in 1984 the com-

pany rsified into rail-

ags: in j99° closed last

financial year with a
 turnover of over 1,000 crore
4 upplies rail coaches and
‘propulsion systems to rail-
~ ways and also exports. From

s humble beginnings with a
ver of 25 lakh in 1990,
grown to be a 2,000-

it has::

Fl.lt r demands
‘“Given the demand for next

.~ ner,”
Managing Director of Medha .
“Servo Drives, said. Medha

s '(froin ‘Ieft) Y Kashyap Reddy, Mahagi'ng Director, Medha Servo

Drivers PvtLtd; State Industries Minister KT Rama Rao; Y Yugandhar
Reddy, Chairman, Medha Servo Drivers Pvt Ltd; and Jayesh Ranjan,
Principal Secretary, Industries & Commerce, at the signing of the

MoU in Hyderabad on Friday kvs Giri

generatxon coaches and po-'

tential to provide metro
coaches to various upcoming
projects, we have decided to

set up a ¥800-crore manufac-

turing unit in a phased man-
Y Kashyap Reddy,

Servo Drives today inked a
pact with Telangana State In-

dustrial Infrastructure Cor-
poration on the proposed

* project for allotment of 100

acres of land at Kodangal,
about 45 km from Hydera-

jbad ' bordering the San-
'gareddy and Ranga Reddy
!dlsmcts :

Reddy said the company

' was at advanced stage of 'de-

veloping rail coaches that

 can travel at a. speed of 160
~ km for the Integral Coach

Factory

Exports
“While we are currently ex-
porting to several countries,

" we are also looking at a stra-
tegic tie-up to increase ex- |

ports to other markets,” he

said. : ) :
The holding = company,

which has five companies un-

der its fold, expects to begin |

works on the new project in |

the first quarter of 2018.

‘Telangana Industries Min- |

people, but also create an en-

vironment for ‘ancillary |
industries.
He said the setting up ofa

coach and metro unit by a
private firm is a significant

development for the new

State.

- ister KT Rama Rao said the |
government would provide
all support to the company
and the upcoming project. It |
has potential to not only |
provide jobs to about 2,000
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‘Telangana State to get

ﬁrst rail wagon unit -

Medha Servo f)nvers Private Ltd. targets exports

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
. HYDERABAD

Telangana may have got

short shrift from the Centre
on not fulﬁllmg the promise
made in the State Bifurca-
tion Act about establishing a
railway wagon factory, yet it
has managed something bet-
ter.

It has got a home grown
firm,, Medha Servo Drivers
Private Ltd., to set up a mod-
ern wagon, rail & metro,
manufacturing  unit = at
Kodungal in Vikarabad
district. :

To be set up a cost of
%800 crore in an area of 100
i acres allotted by the Telan-
gana'ﬁl;ggg Industrial Infra-

structure Corporation Ltd.

(TSIIC), the ground breaking
. .ceremony will take place
early next year and produc-

tion of the wagons - both for
the Indian Rallways and the

upcomlng ‘metro projects
across the country are likely
to roll out in about two
years. Industries & IT Minis-
ter K.T. Rama Rao was over
the moon at the Memor-
andum of Understanding
(MoU) ceremony ' held
between the firm and the
TSIIC here on Friday.

“Despite repeated re-
minders the Centre has not
taken any step to set up a
rail wagon factory, but I am
delighted our Hyderabad
company is establishing
one,” he said.

‘First important step’

Medha Servo Drivers “have
been going about their busi-
ness of supplying propulsion
systems, signalling, rolling
stock and other critical rail
components without hype
or hoopla, I feel this is the
first important step towards

making TS a manufacturing.

hub which the Chief Minis- é

ter has been talking about 2

‘he said.

. Mr. Rao urged promoters
to scale up from wagon mak-
ing to rail engines, electric
and diesel in the coming
years and hoped the unit
would lead to development
of an eco-system' of small,
medium and micro. enter-
prises in the area leading to
jobs and more investments.
The MoU was signed by
Medha Servo Drivers Man-
aging Director Y. Kasyap
Reddy and Industries Secret-
ary Jayesh Ranjan on behalf
of the Government in the
presence of TSIIC MD E.V.
Narasimha Reddy and oth-
ers. i

grown to a ¥1000-crore.
; /

Medha Chairman Y. Yun-
. gandhar Reddy recalled how
~his firm, set up in 1984, has
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Hospital on track at
Kumta railway station

Karwar : Lifeline Express, world’s first hospital train of Impact
India Foundation, will be stationed at Kumta railway station of the
Konkan Railway from October 31 to November 19.

A team of expert doctors will be providing free consultation,
treatment and surgeries in various specialties from 9 am to 4 pm
as per the schedule listed by the Railway Department.

This Lifeline Express will extend medical checkup and surgeries
to patients suffering from cataract, crack lips, orthopaedic, ear,
dental, fits and other problems. This facility will be available to the
needy patients from the villages of Uttara Kannada area.

For details, call 08386-223778 or 08386-222021

Date Treatment details
Oct 31'to Nov 3 Eye check-up, specsvdistribution’
_Nov‘l i{o 6 Eye surgery
Nov7to10  Ear check-up

--Nov8t013 | Earsurgery -

Crack lips and leucoderma surgery

. Pollo.check-up

Novi5tol7 | Poliosurgery - _

Nov17to 18 Hydrophilic and hernia treatment

Nov18to19 | Hydrophilicand hernia surgery

Nov 1to 14 Breast, uterine cancer check-up and treatment
Nov1ltol2 Breastk, uterine cancer surgery .

Nov 1to 14 'Mouth cancer check-up__and"treatment
Noviitolz' | Mouthengapswreery

Nov13to19 Dental check-up and treatment

Nov 11to 12 Fits treatment » o

Nov 4 to 10 Family planning treatment

«Crack lips, leucoderma.check-up and treatment .

a
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' Agartala Rajdhani’s

- inaugural’run today: =

. AGARTALA e
The long-awaited Rajdhani
Expiéss from Agartala railway
station would be formally

. flagged off by Minister of
State for Railways Rajen
szhgl 9

November 6, It will run once a
week on Mondays from
Agartala and Wednesdays

from New Delhi. pri 4
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: Pro;e part of Natlonal SolarMissnon

' Ra|lways targets plants for 1,000 MWp

ounBumu}Acmcms

New Delhi,October27. - o
Railway Minister Piyush Goyal
'~ on Friday launched the Rail- *
ways’ first set ‘of solar plants

with a total capacity of 5 mega-

watt peak (MWp)in the Capital,
.an ambitious project aimed at
" reducing the national trans-
porter’s carbonfootpnnt ;

The pro;ect is part of the gov-
emments National Solar Mis-
sion in which the Railways
. plans to commission 1,000
MWp solar plants across its
network.

The Minister launched ‘the
_ plants at the inauguration of
the ‘International’ Conference

on Green Initiatives and Rail- :

way Electrification’ here, -
“We are working in a time-

' bound manner toskillfullyand

effectively transform the In-

 dian Railwaysintoaworld class

- transporter, We shall be‘able to
accomplish100 percentelectri-

fication atlower pnces thh an
incentive-cum-penals

‘scheme,” he said, adding that :

all payments of the Railways

would be done withina span of
30° days

Savings for Rlys

The 'plants on the rooftops of
Hazrat  Nizamuddin, New
Delhi, Anand Vihar and Delhi

railway stations will generate. .

76.5 lakh units of solar power
cumulatively peryear,and shall

meet about 30 per cent of the
energy requirement of these.

stations.

hrough the project, the Rail-
-ways will save 4214 lakhannu- -
‘ally and will reduce 6,082

Pysh Goya

Y
Minister of State for Ra||ways atthe lnternatlonal Conference on
Green Initiatives and Railway Electnﬁcatton in New Delhn on ‘
; 152

Friday KAMALNARANG

part of its green initiatives, the
Railways is also looking to in-
crease the share of renewable
energy to help India achieve
Jower emission reduction tar-

- get by striking a right balance

in renewable thennal dle&d
fuelusage‘ R b

lead to pollution, there is also
need to look at the pollution
caused by thermal power. What
is the ideal situation, hopefully

" the experts will decide, said

Manoj Sinha, Minister of State

» for Railways, in the conference. i

" Sinhahad earlierpointed out

¢ first set of solar plants in Delhi to generate 5MWp-

ogy was already moving toward
increasingly produce “electric
locomotives.

Step-up in electriclocos
The Railways have decided to
sharply step up production of

“electric engines at all its facilit-
-ies including CLW, DLW, DMW,

and is also looking to rope in |
BHEL. Moreover, the Madhe-
pura unit of Alstom will also
startsupplyingengines. = .
Goyal also hoped that the
charges for electrification of
overhead . electric lines would
be lowered by at least a“'ﬁft‘h !
after anincrease in order size.’
On, the capacity to mcrea,se

be online bnddmg, standardi a-
tion of designs, and vend IS
would be paid online wi

. Rai w.e!ys.was als
nup letter of creditin
e wg;k done, the

: tonnes of CO2 emissions. As
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Whlle dlesel locomodves :

Rlys. Iaunches |ts 0

first set of solar

plants in Delhi

; New Delhi: Railway minister -
i Piyush Goyal on Friday laun-
; ched the railways’ first set of
: solar plants with a total capaci-

¢ tyof 5 megawatt peak (MWp),

; an ambitious project aimed at

¢ reducing the national trans-
porter’s carbon footprint.

Theprojectispartof thena-

tional solar mission in which
! Indian Railways plans to com-
m1§s1on1 000 MWp solar plants
i across its network. The mini-
i sterlaunched the plants at the
; inauguration of the ‘Interna-
: tional Conference on GreenIni-
i tiatives and Railway Electrifi-
i cation’here. ;

“We are workmg in atime-

i bound manner to skillfully

: and effectively: transform the
IRailways into a world class
: transporter. We shall be able
i to accomphsh 100% electrifi-
;. cation latlower prices with an
mcentlve)c
i me,” he said, adding that all
i paymentsof the railways will
: bedonewithinaspan of 30da-
i ys.Theplants on the roof tops
¢ of Hazrat Nizamuddin, New
: Delhi, Anand Vihar and Delhi
railway stations will generate
: 176.5lakh units of solar power

I enimunlativalirnarvaar nn

-penalty sche-

that the Varanasi engine fact- Mxmsterad ?d
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- SOMESH JHA

NEW DELHI i
The Rallways ‘may soon re-
vise its ﬂéﬁ fare system on

to get more | )assengers.

'}’I‘ié?]@ff y Board is con-
sidering selling half the seats
without any surge pricing,
top Railway Ministry officials
said here on Friday.

The problem with the -

- present dynamic pricing, in-
troduced on September 9,
2016, is that the fares rise

soon after the first 10% of the

tickets o
_ official 4
The fapes mcrease 10%
with eVéry'lO% of the seats

¢ ‘gram are sold, an

Tlcket to rlde Rallways may also experiment with a flat

fe gy

"THE HSMBU/MANGALORE

28 0CT 2017
' Flexi-fares n may go for 50% of seats in trains”

Raﬂways wants a system that wﬂl not pmch passengers pockets much but also help it achieve Tevenue targets W

mcrease |n fares on premium trains. sm. A. SRIRAM

-sold, with a maximum hike

of 1.5 times the normal fares
in /sleeper; air-conditioned
chair car and two-tier AC
classes and 1.4 times in
three- -tier AC.

“We want to mtroduce a

e

system that will be passen-

ger-friendly. Half the passen- .

gers who book early can get
the advantage of a rélatively
cheaper fare,” the 0fﬁc1a1

saides s
The aim of the ﬂex1 fare d

. cross-subsidisation

system was to generate addi-
tional revenues and reduce
from
freight.

Flat hike likely
The Railway Board is also ex-

- amining a flat increase in

fares on premium trains as
on the New Delhi-Mumbai
Rajdhani Express flagged off

on October 17, The train does‘ :

not have dynamic pricing,
but the fares are 20% higher
than the normal fares but
around 19% cheaper than
the highest fares offered on
two- and (
coaches of other Rajdhani
trains on the route.

The Railways attempted to

three-tier AC.

lower the fares on the train
by allowing passengers to
opt out of the meals served

onboard at the time of book-

ing.

" Recently, Railway Minister -

Piyush Goyal said the new
train had got good response

from passengers. “The pop-

ularity of the train service is
growing. In fact, the new Ra-
Jjdhani train is running full
and there are no flexi-fares,”

Mr. Goyal said at a press ;

conference.

Win-win method
He told presspersons in Oc-
tober - that the Railways

would tweak the flexi-fare .

system in a way that “does

not hurt people’s (pockets)

and also meets the (Rail-
ways’) revenue target”.

The flexi-fare system gen-
erated additional revenue of
551 crore between Septem-
ber 2016 and June 2017 com-
pared with the collections
during the corresponding
period in 2015-16, Union
Minister of State for Railways
Rajen Gohain informed the
Lok Sabha in a written re-
sponse in July.

' Although the premium

train passengers account for

only 0.35% of the passengers
carried by the Railways a
year, their share in passen-

ger revenues is 13-14%, Rail-:

way Ministry officials said.
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