Rail bus will so

. TiMes News Netwonrk

Vﬁayapura:_Rail busservice
will begin on the Bagalkot.

Khadjidoni railway line so-
on, and all necessary arran-
gements have already . been
" made by depart_ment. The 70-
seat rail bus is like a bus but
Withoutaseparate engine.
Thisissaidto befirsttime
therailbusservice isstarting
on the newly constructed ra-
ilway line between Bagalkot
and Kudachi, which is yet to
be completed. This service is
run in segments where pas-
sengers are few, usually in
" hilly areas, Instead of run-
ning a train of more than 20
 bogies, thissmallrail bus car-
rying few Dassengers, is fea-
sibleforthe department,
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READY FOR JOB: Rail bus arrives a
commence its service to Khadjigoni

The rail bus runs on the
railway track. Like a bus, a
driver in the'fron_t seat moni-

on chug

t Bagalkot town on Thursday to
village !

torsthejourney and passeng-
erseatsarearranged hehind.
- The 180km Bagalkot-Ku-

Jfrom Bagalkot

dachi railway line is being |
built at a cost of Rs 800 crore,
and will take some time to be
completed. The stations rea-
dy for stoppage are Bagalkot,
Navanagar, Sulikeri, Kera-
kalamatti, Shellikeyi and
Khadjidoni.

The rail bus service wasa
long pending demand of Ba-
galkot district - passengers,
and railway minister Piyush

‘Goyal formalized it during a

recent visit to Bagalkot,

State Broad Gauge Rail-
way Agitation Committee pre-
sident Kutbuddin Khaji $aid,
“The railway department re-
sponded positively to our de-
mand and started the rail bus
service. Passengers between
Bagalkot and Khadjidoni can
make use of this facility.”




Rly Board plan for buying wagons viareverse auction
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process raises concerns of aggressive bidding

| PRATIM RANJAN BOSE

* Kolkata, March 29

' Having invested in track capa-

' city over the past couple of
years, the Railway Board is
now ready to purchase
wagons. .

It wants tobreakaway from
the tradition of floating an-
nual tenders, and is toying
with the idea of bulk-tender-
ing to meet the demand for
the next five years.

The news has brought
cheers to wagon makers,

‘which have. had low order
- books for the past two years.

There's a catch

They have just one concern:in
return for widening the mar-
ket by at least five times from
the current rate of procuring
10,000-12,000 Wagons a year,
the Railways wants the prices
to remain flat for the five
years.

According to the proposal,
the Railways will outline the
demand for the next five
years and select suppliers
through 'a reverse:auction

'Umesh Chowdhary,

method. The successful bid-
der(s) will be offered the op-
portunity to meet the de-
mand for the five years at the
same price. The Railways
think this will help it save
costs. '

The concern is that such.

mechanisms often invite ag-
gressive bidding, leading to
disastrous consequences. The

economy paid the price for

fixed tariff-based bidding of
electricity, and most of the
captive-coal mines stopped
working after the reverse auc-
tion in 2015. f

“We have discussed this
with the. Railway Board,”
Vice-
Chairman and Managing Dir-
ector ‘of Kolkata-
headquartered Titagarh Wag-
ons, told BusinessLine.

He, however, welcomes the
idea of bulk purchases as it
will give manufacturers the
opportunity to plan long
term. .. !

- “Yes, there are concerns
(about the reverse auction).
But it is too early to pass the

verdict. If the Railway Board
wants to do something path-
breaking to ensure transpar-
ency and price discovery, it is
welcome,” he said.

Rajaji Meshram, Director of

_KPMG India, thinks the pro-

posal has merit as the bulk
purchases will bring in a
“quantitative change” in the
market size, thereby creating

prospects for “drastic” price
reduction, Ry

The bulk purchases pro-
posal will trigger a paradigm
shift in the market condi-
tions, and “market price dis-
covery” of wagons is a wel-
come idea, he said. :

Meshram thinks a strong
qualification process for par-
ticipants may limit potential

aggressive bidding. Also, a
lower price benchmark may
be set to identify unviable
bids and the resultant fail-
ures in fulfilling the order.

May prove costly ‘
While it is yet to be seen how
the Railway Board will design
the tender, another rolling
stock manufacturer, who
didn’t want to be named, said
any aggressive bidding may
end up proving costly to the
Railways. J
“The Railways has invested
heavily in creating the infra-
structure, and it needs wag-
ons for return on investment.
Aggressive bidding and delay
in delivery of rolling stock
may convert the notional sav-
ings into net loss,” he said.
The concern is also shared
by the Finance Ministry. At a
recent seminar in Kolkata, Ku-
mar Vinay Pratap, Joint Sec-
retary (Infrastructure Policy
and Finance), said aggressive
bidding is a concern for the
smooth implementation- of
infrastructure projects.
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{LTC for railway employees

A Rallway emdployees,

* /¥ forthefirst time, can

' now avail Leave Travel
Concession (LTC), the
government has said, PTI

 reports from New Delhl

- Inacircularissued by

| the Ministry of Personnel,
Public Grievances and
Pensions Department of

Personnel and Training

| (DoPT) on March 27,

' the ministry said as per
existing LTC instructions,
government servants
and their spouses, working
inIndian Railways, are
not entitled for the facility
of LTC as the facility of
“Free Pass” is available to
them, '

' However, Seventh Pay

 Commission recommend-

| ed that they beincluded in

~ LTC” under the CCS (LTC) |

the LTC fold.

“The matter has been
considered in this depart-
ment in consultation with
Ministry of Railways. It has
been decided that Railway
employees may be allowed
toavail all-India LTC once
in a block of four years...

“The ‘All-India LTC’
will be purely optional for
railway employees,” the
ministry has said.

However, railway em-
ployees shall continue to be
governed by the Railway
Servants (Pass) Rules and
availing of the “All India

Rules by them will be fa-
cilitated through a special
order under the relevant
provision of the said Pass
Rules, it said.
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‘ Rallway stafftoget .
Lrg for thefirsttime

PRESS 'musmr INDIA
New Delhi, March 29
Railway employees, for the first

' time, can now avail Leave Travel
; Concesslon (LTC), the Centre has
| said,

Inacircular issued by the Mm
istry of Personnel, Public Griev- -
ances and Pénsions Department
of Personnel and Training (DoPT)
on March 27, the Ministry said as
per current NOrms, government
servants working with the Rail-

- | ways, and their spouses, are not

entltled for LTC as they geta “free i

| pass”.

However, The Seventh Pay
Commission recommended that
they be included in the LTC fold.

“The matter has been con-

| sidered in this department in
. consultation with' the Ministry
| of Railways. It has been decided

that Railway employees may be
allowed ' to avail allindia LTC
once in a block of four years. The
‘All-India LTC" will be purely op-
tional for Railway employees,

the Ministry has sald
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'CONCOR begins direct port delivery

'CONCOR, Chennaihas =~ &
commenced movement of
. | Direct Port Delivery (DPD)
land Direct Port Entry
'between CONCOR HOM
“Annexe (Chennal Port) and
{CONCOR, Tondiarpet. The
linaugural train carrying 62
DPD containers was
flagged off by P
Raveendran, Chairman,
¢ Chennai Port Trust, and N
Sreekumar, CETM, o
\Southern Railway on March
128, in the presence of
senior officials.
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