Chiranjeevi Kulkarni

'BENGALURU, DHNS: The South
Western Railways has ap-
proached the Election Com-
‘mission (EC) seeking permis-
sion to flag off new trains and
inaugurate a slew of works.

Apartfromaweeklyexpress
~ | train between Mysuruand Re-
nigunta, the railways plan to
regularise Yeshwantpur-Hub-
balli and Yeshwantpur-Pand-
harpur weekly express trains,
which are currently run on
special occasions and extend
the Yashwantpur-Solapur line
to Hassan.

The list of works included
the inauguration of new sta-
tion building at Yelahanka,

escalators at Krantiveera
Sangolli Rayanna station
(Bengaluru City) two lifts at
Hosapete and work on new
line between Tumakuru and
Rayadurga,

“We were making final ar-
rangements for the event and
planned it for March 28 when
the elections were announced.
Most of these works were ap-
proved and completed months
ago and are aimed at provid-
ing convenience to the public.
We hope to get a green signal
from the poll panel instead of
making the people wait for two
more months,”asenior official
told DH on condition of ano-
nymity, Another official said
that soon after issue of notifi-
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SWR seeks Electlon Commlssmn shod to start new tra|ns

Awaiting approval i

cation for new trains, election
schedule was declared and
model code of conduct came
into force. “Because of this
reason, we will start running
trains withoutany formal func-
tion. No elected representative
will attend the first run of new
trains in compliance with the
code of conduct,” he added.
“The Bagalkot-Khajjidoni
line got approval from com-
missioner of railway safety
about five months ago, but we
couldn’t start a train on the
route. Thereisahuge demand
for the Renigunta train, which
will run via Katpadi, and the
extension of train to Hassan
will reduce the congestion at
Yeshwantpur. Thousands of

people will be benefited if the
election commission approves
our request,” the official said,

Mahesh K, a railway activist
from Hosapete, said the new
lifts at the station have been
powered off and aged people
were still forced to climb the
stairs, Lokesh T P from Karna-
taka Railway Vedike said peo-
ple’s convenience was more
important than publicity for
the politicians, “The works
should be inaugurated with-
out involving the leaders. It is
good that officials are putting
people’s interest before the
formalities.” A programme
scheduled for Wednesday had
to be cancelled due to model
code of conduct.

New trains

m Mysuru - Renigunta
weekly express

R AR L)

m Yeshwantpur-
Pandharpur weekly express

sesessessuRNRR Bosbnes

[ Yeshwantpur~HubbaII|
weekly express
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m Extension of
Solapur-Yeshwantpur daily
express to Hassan
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m New train between
Bagalkot and Khajjdoni

Inaugurations

m Lift at Platformno.1 and

. escalator on Platform no

9/10 at KSR station
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m New Station building at
Yelahanka
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m 2 lifts on Platform no.1
and 2 and 3 at Hosapete
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m Work on Tumakuru-
Rayadurga New Line
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Over 2 crore

candidates

i apply for
90k riyjobs

J New Delbj The Indian Ra-

iilway ' Recruitment Board
radvertised for the positions
last month: Since then over
/212 crore aspirants have fi-
led online applications

from across the country” |

the official said, :
The last date for apply-
ingforthejobsis March 31.

‘ The railways currently
employs over 13.5 lakh peo-
| ple and is one of the biggest
government employers.

The ministry had invited
online applications for one
| lakh posts in Group C Level 1
(erstwhile Group D) like
| track - maintainer, . points
man helper, gateman and
porter and Group C Level 2

categories like 1 '- 1

. co pilots and techmclans

| through  Railway Recruit- |
ment Boards websites. On .
February 19, the ministry re-
| laxed upper age limit by 2 ye-
| ars foral] categories. {
Thergllways willinvite |
applicﬂné for over 9,100 |
posts ailway Protection
Force (RPF) and Railway ‘
Protection Special Force
(RPSF) between May 19 and |
25 this year,” the official sa-
id. Thesejobsin the RPF wo-

- uld' be mainly for women.

“Currently there are about
2,400 women RPF person- |
- nel, After the recru1tment
' the strength of women per
'sonnelwould goupto6,900,”
the official added. ians

s

{ilways has received over
\212 crore applications for :
. |aboutonelakh jobs, anoffi- :
icialsaidon Friday, “TheRa- |
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Special trains to Ooty

‘ ->>_Ghuggmg up your way
“ upthe picturesque
N}iggn mountain with the
Nglglri Mountain Railways
will turn more special
during the weekends
beginning from Satur-
day, reports DHNS from
Chennai, / ;
The Nilgiri Mountain -
Railways (NMR) that oper-
atesmountain trains from
Mettupalayam to Ootyw i1
 Introduce summer specia|
Services on weekends, The
mountain train that travels
through deep valleys and
long tunnels carved out
‘. of the mountains ig quite
- Popularamong tourists

o

This unique Meter
Gauge section, which has
been conferred with Her-
1tage status by UNESCO,
runs on ‘Rack and Pinion

System’ through the virgin

hills of Western Ghats,
Titled “Heritage Steam
Nllg_iri Summer Special
Tr:ams”. thespecial traing
Willbe run between Met-
tupalayam - Coonoor from

March 31 to June 24,2018, |

Senior officials said the
Southern Railway has
made elaborate arrange-
ments to make this trave] a
pleasant memory for life-
time with Value Added
Services such as a Wel-

' who flock to Nilgiris to beat
liesimmer heat.

thesny

siddharth.Prabhakar
@timesgroup.com

Chennai: Luxury trains in
the country have long been
plagued by poor patronage
owing to prohibitive ticket
prices. But this could soon
change as they are set to be
easier on the pocketbook by
atleast 20%, say officials.
The Railway Board has di-
rected that the tariff for luxu-
ry trains like the Maharajas’
Express and Palace on

come Kit, a Souvenir and
onboard refreshmerits.

arsiz%‘ 3T SR oo
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Luxury train fares set to become 20% cheaper

Wheels be reduced. In an or-
der on March 1, the Board di-
rected zonal railways to de-
crease their haulage charge
by 50% .Haulage charge isthe
tariff collected by zonal rail-
waysfor transportationofthe
train. Senior officials say it is
the biggestcostasfar asthese
luxury tourist trains are con-
cerned and a 50% drop will
bring about a decrease in the
tariff for passengers.

Indian Railwaysrunsfive
luxury trains, including the

.Maharajas’ Express, Golden

Chariot, Royal Rajasthan on
Wheels, Deccan Odyssey and

Palace on Wheels.
. The move comes after de-
liberations between the

IRCTC (Indian Railway Ca-

“teringand Tourism Corpora-

tion) and Indian Railways

over the haulage charge. Of-°

ficials said IRCTC had re-
quested for a drop in the
charge. In May 2017, IRCTC
had announced the ‘south-
ern sojourn’ for the Mahara-

jas’ Express, with an itiner-
ary through Karaikudi, Ma-
habalipuram, Hampi, Goa
and Trivandrum. Butitwasa
non-starter as there were on-
ly 18 bookings-on the Triva-
ndrum-Mumbai leg and
noneon thereturnleg.
Pricing, which ranged
from Rs 3.77 lakh to Rs 17.33
lakh for an eight-day, seven-
night trip, was considered to
be the reason for the flop
show. This included food and

‘beverages, sight-seeing and

stay in five-starlike facilities
on the train. Usually patro-
nised by foreigners, the pack-
age was targeted at high-end
clients in India who have the
capacity to pay for such a
unique experience, said rail-
way officials. Arecentparlia-
mentary standing commit-
tee report stated that these
luxury tourist trains had on-
1y 30% occupancy and many
seats were given to railway
officials on a complimentary
basis to travelfor free.
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| New Delhit Fourarmedrob-
bers looted valuables from
passengers of an Ambala-
bound train early on Friday,
soon after it departed from
 the Hazrat Nizamuddin sta-
tion here, officials said.
The incident took place
around 4am oOn the Niza-
muddin-Ambala passenger

train when it stopped inan -

area between the station
and Tilak Bridge. The train
had left Nizamuddin at
3:56am, they said.’
“Four robbers armed
| with knives threatened 12 to
15 passengers travelling in
thetrain’sgeneral coachand
decampedwiththei_rvaluab—
| Jes such as mobile phones,”
northern  railway spokes-
| man Nitin Chowdhary said.
“The robbery took place
when the train stopped atNi-
zamuddin-Tilak Bridge.
| One person suffered minor
| injuries,restof the passeng:
| ersarefine,” hesaid.

PaSS,engél‘-i'S,in Delhi
L

The passengers have fi-
Jed a preliminary complaint
attheNew Delhirailway. sta-
tion and the. Government
Railway Police (GRP)hasxe-
gistered a case, the official
said. The spokesman"said
that a joint team of the GRP
and the Railway Protection

Force (RPF) are probing the

matter. p1l

~ Thieves rob train
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