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Rall exam ghtch hits
candldates travel plan

Sangamesh.Menasinakai
@timesgroup.com

Hubballi: Online railway
“exams in Goa turned out to
~be a nightmare for North
Karnataka .candidates on
Thursday Over 1,200 candi-
" dates from Dharwad, Bela-
“-gavi and other districts re-
* ached their centre in Pana-
“Jionlytolearnthattheirex-

.......................................................

ams would be delayed by
over two hours, The Rail-
way Recruitment Board,
Bengaluru, conducted the -
exams in three shifts. Each
shift consisted 500 aspi-
rants. The second round of -
online exams for various
clerical posts was slated to
startat12.30pm.

Rly exam became a nlghtmare

- >Continued from page1 -

But the exams began only.
at 2.30pm, upsetting the

mturn Journey plans .of the

"“‘mndldates Quoting a tech.
% nical glitch; exam centre au-
Z +thorities at Ion Digital Zone
- in Patto Plaza, Panaji, told
i candidates that the online
:«'question papers were not
: “openingacross India. “Asper
RRB instructions, I reached
! my centre at Patto Plaza for
i -shift-ITexams on time. When
: I wasn't allowed inside, I
i thought shift-I candidates
: were still inside the centre.
! Later, all the candidates
:were shifted to a hall and
i ‘'were made to wait there.
: - When questioned about the

i delay, authoritiessaid thepa: - out !
7am. Since there were no di-
‘rect buses to Hubballi from

: .pers were not opening -on-
: line. Finally our exams
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started at 2.30pm and con-

‘cluded by, 4.30pm,” said a

candidate. “I had booked my

“returnticket. Sincetheexam

got -delayed, I missed:.the
train and had to make alter-

" native arrangements to re-

achhome,” sheadded.

“Over 50 candidates had .

reserved tickets for their re-

‘turn journey and hundreds

were planning to travel in
the unreserved coaches of
Vasco-Chennai Express.
When we asked the exam au-
thorities to delay the"train,
they laughed at us,” said Ni-
vedita, another candidate.
“All candidates decided to
g0 to Vasco and check for al-
ternative trains. We reached
the station by 6pm and found
at that the next train was at

Vasco, we were asked to go to
Ponda,” acandidate said.
“There was only one Pon-
da-Hubballi bus and it was
already full. Left with no op-
tion, some candidates decid-
ed to travel in the bus. We fi-
nally reached Hubballi. by
1.30am,” a candidate added.
Upset over RRB asking
North Karnataka candeates
to appear for the exams in
Goa, jobaspirant Vinayak Ka-
dam said: “Railways shodld
conduct exams in Hubballi,
Dharwad, Belagavi and other
cities of Karnataka.”
Officials in the rallwéy
recruitment cell, Hubballi,
refused tocomment on theis-
sue. Calls and emails to the
RRB office went unanswer-
ed. Authorities at Ion Dlgltga.l
Zone declined to issue:a
statement. ‘ !
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