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MP dedicates
rly projects
in Koppal

TiMes News NETWORK it
~Hubballi: Koppal M P Karadi
Sanganna dedicated the 22-
km Koppal-Munirabad doub- _:
leline, newrailwaystationbu- :
ildings of Ginigeraand Muni- :
rabad, foot over bridges (FOB)
~ at Ginigera and Munirabad :
- and laid the foundation stone
forthe 2nd FOB of Koppalrail-
way station at the Munirabad
Railway station on Monday. ;
Thisdoublelineisapartof ':
the 407-km Ballari-Hosape-
' te—Vasco-da-Gama track do-
ubling project and is being ex-
ecuted by Rail Vikas Nigam
Limited. Karadi admired the :
 quality of the doubling work - :
done by the RVNL. :
Koppal ZP president H
Vishwanatha Reddy, TP presi-
dent Balachandran, Koppal
deputy commissioner P Sus-
heel Kumar, Hubballi divisio-
nal railway manager Rajesh
Mohan, RVNL's chief project
rmanager P K Kshatriya, addi-
tional general manager A G‘ :
Patil, additionaldivisionalra- :
ilway manager Murali Krish-
na; deputy general manager &
chief public relations officer
of South Western Railway E
Vijaya and other officials we- :
- represent at the programme. ‘
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BKSingh

e proposal to divert 727 hectares of
forest land for the Hubballi-Ankola
raillinein Dharwad. Yellapurand Kar-

war forest divisions has been dropped and
revived many times during the last 12 years.
Despite the proposal having been recently
negated by the Railway ministerand theNa-
tional Tiger Conservation Authority, it was
taken up for consideration at the first meet-
ingofthe State Board for Wildlifeunder the
Kumaraswamy government. As the board
was divided, the proposal was deferred.
This forest land is among the best of the
ecologically fragile steep area of the West-
ern Ghatsandits destruction would disturb
the natural and perennial flow of numerous
water coursescontributingtothetributaries
of several rivers. When there is cloud burst
in the region, the hilly areas are affected by
Tandslides, landslips and soil piping. When
the trees are cleared in any area, the roots
underneath decompose over time and hol-
low pipes develop beneath the earth. The

ear )t020

3@ oS | gue
DECCAN HERALD/HUBLI,

‘Hubballi-Ankola rail line: recipe for climatic catastrophe

was put up for the first time in 2008, then
Principal Secretary Abhijit Dasgupta ex-
amined all aspects in detail and rejected it.
Of course, the Yeddyurappa government
immediately transferred him to an insig-
nificant post.

The Infrastructure Development De-
partment of Karnataka engaged the Indian
Institute of Science (TISc) for the impact

inFebruary 2011, withtermsofreferenceto

document the existing flora, medicinal and

flow pattern for rivuletsand rivers. The IISc
\! estengineeri i

laying the rail track as well as the environ-

mental management plan.

The IISc engaged a multidisciplinary
team of ecologists, environmental engi-
neers, GIS and remote sensing experts,
wildlife experts, botanists, zoologists, geol-
ogists, soil and water experts, etc. Theteam

23 JAN 2019

with annual rainfall varying from 1,200 to
1,800 mm. The proposed alignment from
Yellapur to Sunksal is through steep rising
hills and valleys with altitude ranging from
150 to 450 metres above sea level and rain-
fall varying from 1,800 to 2,500 mm. The

Ghats and is also hilly, with altitude varying,
from18to150 metres abovesealevel,andis

dary moist decid
forestsandsemi-evergreen forests.

Land coveranalysiswascarriedoutusing
satelliteimageryand 98.78%forest coverin
1973 had reduced to 83.14%in 2010 due to
anthropogenicpressure. Predictionsbased
on temporal changes further revealed that
there would be a further 11.8% decline in
forestcoverby2020. Thesimulati

enumeration data, the proposed area_had
265treesperhectareandit dingly
dtoproviderigid protectionto

similar degraded areas to regenerate 350~
400 trees per hectare and compensate for
thelossin theregion.

The IISc plan had r ded com-

Gies such as Carzllia brachizr Ficusrac-
emosa. Hopea ponga. Pongamiz pmnztz.
etc. would be useful 1o prevent soil erosion,
landslidesand flooding However. thasespa-
cies do not respond favourably. Mitigation
measures are 2150 suggested for construc-

pensatory afforestation in 796 hectares of
degraded area available in the region, with
diverse species gnd not}he mpnowlmre of

oneor! local com-

quent toland-use changes with i ities. The forest department hasnever

tation of rail project indicated a decline of = succeeded in growing large-scale planta-

16.23%! o[!’orﬁt cover. tionsof somanydivergentspecies. Theplan
that mov-

It
ing out of Dandeli Sanctuary pass through
Bhagwati, Kalghatgi, Kirwatti, Mundgod

r mend “"_!"e_aﬁpgfodderre;qur

not dam

Katur and go up to Hangal. The proposed
rail line would pass through the regionand
fragment the corridor and pose a threat of
train hits and loss of property and lives of

enonis called soil piping.
When the forest land diversion proposal

gully plugs, etc as soil and water conserva-
tion measures were also recommended.
Suchworksatlar leh L
beenimplemented successfully.
All the plantations done by the forest de-
partmentinthe pastaretermed poor grade

not

trackcomprisesofwonderfulevergreenand - humansand livestock.
g ddataonflora, semi-evergreenf ictreespe-  Intheenvi 1 plan,
thepre-projectscenario. ciessuchasMyristicamalabarica, Polyaalth-  theTIScr dtheimpl i
The proposedrailline from KirwattitoY  ia fragrans, Cinnamomum macrocarpum, of the project with anumber of mitigation
juncti Ankolagoesthroughecologi- Holigarna graham and Hopea ponga, etc.  measures. It was observed that the forests
juableforests. BetweenKirwatti - The last 30-km stretch between Sunksal

and Yellapur, it is moist deciduous forests

and Ankolaisin the foothillsof the Western

inthislinearprojectarerelativelyinferioras

comp to Withtree

in the report. I wish the multi-
disciplinary team of the IISchad one or two
forestofficerstomake practical suggestions.

To strengthen the natural drainage sys-
tem, therestorationof natural riparian spe-

tonpt dlabour management
Conrrary to the management plan for
the proposedraillinebetween Hubballiand
Ankola the TISc scientisis caurioned against
deforestarion and linked it to declining wa-
ter availability in narural streams. They
have written a paper “Eco-hydrological
footprints of river basin in Western Ghats™
based on observations in Kali river basin
in central Western Ghats. The paper was
publishedinthe YaleJournalof Biology and
Medicine last year. It was concluded that
unplanned developmental activities have
alteredthe catchmentintegrity, threatening
the regional water security and converting
perennial streamsinto seasonal ones.
Recent climatic catastrophes in Kerala

and Kodagu and the 2009 flood in Kar-
war have sent us enough warnings and we
should takelessonfromit.

(Thewriter is a former Principal Chief Con-
servator of Forests, Karnataka)
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REGULATION OF TRAIN

Train No. 20652 Talguppa — KSR Bengaluru Express will be regulated due to 02 hrs line

block for technical work from 23.01.2019 to 28.02.2019 in Chikjajur — Arsikere section over
Mysuru Division as detailed below.

Train No. 20652 Talguppa — KSR Bengaluru Express will be regulated 20 minutes at
Banavar from 23.01.2019 to 02.02.2019,Train No. 20652 Talguppa — KSR Bengaluru
Express will be regulated 10 minutes at Devanur from 03.02.2019 to 10.02.2019, Train No.
20652 Talguppa — KSR Bengaluru Express will be regulated 10 minutes at Ballekere Halt
from 11.02.2019 to 21.02.2019,Train No. 20652 Talguppa — KSR Bengaluru Express will be
regulated 05 minutes at Kadur from 22.02.2019 to 28.02.2019.
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Survey asked passengers about toilets, linen, quality of housekeeping and general cleanliness

S. ANIL RADHAKRISHNAN
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The results of the first-ever

“Total Cleanliness Survey’ of

the Railways are now out,
and the winners are North
Western Railway (NWR),
which topped the zonal .
rankings in the ‘Premium’
category trains, and
Southern Railway, which
came out on top in the
‘Other than Premium’
category’ trains.

The cleanliness survey
covered 209 trains and was
conducted by the Indian
Railway Catering and
Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) through two
professional agencies. The
survey’s stated aim was to
assess the progress of the
‘Swachh Rail-Swachh
Bharat’ mission and
promote healthy

Clean sweep: The Anubhuti coac

i

h ih a Shatabdi train. Ove

15,000 passengers participated in the ranking exercise.

competition among trains.
While the NWR recorded
an average score of 860 out
of 1,000 in the ‘Premium’
category, South Central
Railway finished at the
bottom with an average

~ the East Central Railway

score of 658. Southern
Railway topped the ‘Other
than Premium’ category’,
recording the highest
average score of 736 among
the 16 railway zones, while

. Inthe case of the 26

was the dirtiest in this
group, with an average
score of 572.

The ‘Premium’ trains
included the Rajdhani,
Shatabdi, Duronto, Tejas
and Gatiman while Sampark
Kranti, Intercity, Jan
Shatabdi and other Mail and
Express trains were grouped
under the ‘Other than
Premium’ category.

Mumbai Rajdhani tops
The overall score of the
Rajdhani trains was 787.
This included separate
scores for process audit,
direct observation, and
passenger feedback. Out of*
the 23 Rajdhanis surveyed,
the Mumbai Rajdhani
emerged on top with 875,
followed by those linking
Bhubaneswar and Sealdah.

Shatabdi trains, the Pune-
Secunderabad Shatabdi,
with 916, finished on top,
followed by the Howrah-
Ranchi and Delhi-Kanpur
Shatabdis. The Kochuveli-
Chandigarh Sampark Kranti
was the cleanest among the
20 Sampark Kranti trains
surveyed in the ‘Other than
Premium’ category, with a
score of 754. The KSR
Bengalaru-Ernakulam train
topped among the 20
Intercity services.- .
Opinion of on-board
passengers was sought on
the state of toilets,
housekeeping, linen and
general cleanliness, with the
rating options ranging from
1to 5. The 15,360 passengers
from 16 zones, who took
part, were allowed to fill up
the questionnaires in 10
regional languages too.
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TRAIN 18 ON THE
RIGHT TRACK, TIME
TO FORGE AHEAD

rain 18 might still have some time
before it is formally set on rails but
it has already become the face of a
new Indian Railways. The semi-
high speed train, indigenously de-
veloped and built by the ICE, integrates
speeds of 180 kmph with luxury. This
heralds a new era in rail travel in the
country. More importantly, it marks a
quantum leap for Indian Railways: from
struggling with outdated technologies
and models to a rail transport systemon
par with global standards. Train 18 is
revolutionary in every sense for India. It
exudes swank and has state-of-the-art
features like automatic doors, sliding
footsteps and revolving seats to align
with the direction of travel. It redefines
passenger comfort in rail travel.

Train 18 has already begun to draw
eyes with many countries, particularly
in South East Asia, Middle East and
South America showing interest in the
flagship locomotive. And why not? The
Made-In-India locomotive will offer eve-
rything at a substantially lower price.
Against Z250 crore for trains of the same
standard, Train 18 costs only around
Z100 crore. This presents a tremendous
opportunity for Indian Railways as well
as the Make In India initiative.

The Railways has demonstrated its ca-
pabilities by taking Train 18 from an
idea to reality in sharp 18 months, It
should now forge ahead and announce
itself as a major player in the interna-
tional loco-market. On the domestic
front though, much work remains to be
done. The train will debut on the Delhi-
Varanasi route but in order to expand its
services, extensive upgradation of
tracks and railway system needs to be
done, It is reported that only 0.3 per cent

‘of existing tracks in the country can sus-

tain’speeds of 160 kmph and beyond.

However, the transformation of Rail-
ways in recent years in terms of im-
provement in rail safety, facilities, ser-
vices and amenities on trains as well as
upgradation of stations is commendable.
From now onwards, it should only be a
forward march.
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