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YUTHIKA BHARGAVA

' (ON BOARD THE VANDE

BHARAT EXPRESS)

The inaugural trip of India’s
first semi-high speed train,
vande Bharat Express, was
flagged off by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at the New
Delhi railway station on Fri-
day.

The train, named ‘Train
18’ at the concept stage, isa
plush 16-coach, air-condi-

* tioned, self-propelled train

set and doesn’t have a loco-

" motive.

The express will ply bet-
ween Delhi and Varanasi,
with halts at Kanpur and Al-
lahabad. It will complete the
780-km journey in eight
hours, -slicing off 180 mi-
nutes from the current travel
time of 11-and-a-half hours.
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g saluted by the guard of Vande Bharat Exp

This is India’s fastest train to
date, capable of commercial
speeds up to 160 km per
hour. On the Delhi-Varanasi
route, however, its top speed
would be restricted to 130
km per hour. The train will
start commercial operations
on this route on February 17,
The tickets for that date are
already sold out.

A big crowd gathered o
witness the launch of the
train in Delhi, greeting its
flagging-off with excited
chants of ‘Vande Matrany’,
Many onlookers tried to take
selfies with the gleaming
blue-and-white train and
even tried to touch it. Cell
phone-wielding crowds and
selfie-mania greeted the
train at both Kanpur and
Allahabad. ‘

Modi flags off Vande Bharat
Express, Indias fastest train

It will cover the distance from Delhi to Varanasi in eight hours

[}

ress in New Delhi

The express will have two
travel classes: executive and
chair car, similar to the Sha-
tabdi. From Delhi to Varana-
si, an air-conditioned chair
car ticket will cost 21,760,

while the executive class fare |

would be %3,310. On the ve-
turn, the chair car and exec
utive class ticket will cost
1,700 and 3,260 respec-
tively, The fares are inclusive
of catering charges,

Keeping with the Rail-
ways' stated aim of offering ¢
“totally new travel expe-
rience” to passengers, the
train’s interiors have the
look and feel of a commer-
cial airplane,

ITWILL BE A GAME-CHANGER,
SAYS GOYAL» PAGE?
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Fast forward

The semi-high speed Train 18, which
has been recently rechristened Vande
Bharat Express, can runup to a
maximum speed of 160 kmph.

A look at Indian Railways’ new
showpiece train
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TRAVEL
PLANNER
16 * The bookings
air-conditioned have begun
coaches, and it will run
including two commercially

executive

from February
class

17 from Delhi

days a week.
The trainis
expected to
complete the
journey in 8
hours .

1128
total passenger

S * From Delhi
rjpacrty

1am grateful to
7 designersand

I
ts first trip
from Delhi to Varanasi

in the last
45 years we
have tried
toimprove
railways

NARENDRA
MODI, PM

to Varanasi, an
air-conditioned

to Varanasi five
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« iy acom toilets

f;rli'&cfjm cost MADE IM INDIA MORE SUCH TRAINS ¢ Dol rricde
#1,760, while Train 18 was _Railway Mmcste_r

the executive designed and Piyush Goyal said

class fare will built by Integral tendering process

be #3,310. Coach Factory, has started for 30

The fares Chennai under such trains and PM's

are inclusive the government's nod has been sought

of catering . Make in India to operate 100 of

charges initiative them

A game-changer express: Goyal

Major systems of Vande Bharat Express have been designed and built in India

* YUTHIKA BHARGAVA PR RN T T iz S A . \ic_ied by thje Railways, The
(ON BOARD THE VANDE BHARAT A //:;,.,... v ) toilets are bio-vacuum wpe,
EXPRESS) A i 280 -

Railway Minister Piyush
Goyal on Friday told repor- ,
ters that the tendering pro-
cess for the manufacture of
30 more semi-high speed
trains like Vande Bharat Ex-
press, has already begun.
Additionally, the Prime Mi-
nister’s approval has been
sought for 100 more such
train sets.

«The major- systems of
this train have been de-
signed and built in India. It
meets global standards of
performance, safety and

The brainwave: The shell of 'Train 18' being worked upon at

the Integral Coach Factory in Chennai «v. canesan

ding, “This is only the first
train of its kind. Based on
customer feedback, further

total seating capacity of 1,128
passengers. All the coaches
are equipped with automatic

similar to those on airplaes.
On the downside, the chair
Car seats are LOL Very comy
fortable, though the leg
space s adequate, b o
trast, the executve class
seats are plush and cam o
tate 180 degrees. Bvery
coach has a pantey with fagid
ities o serve hot meals, and
hot or cold beverages. the
coaches are also well insalas
ed from outside poise.

The train which et New
Delhi railway station ag 1120
a.m. reached s epminu,
Varanasi at Q37 pany aftes 3

passenger comfortathalfthe  improvements can be doors, a GPS-based passen-  40-minute halt at Kanpus

global costs. It therefore has made.” ger infqrmation system, and  anda !X}muuuell’u:\ at Allix.

the potential to be a game- Built at the Integral Coach  free WiFi. But the Wi-Fi can habad. The teain O ot

changer in the global railbu-  Factory (ICF), Chennai, the only be used to access select  stick to its sehechuled @nhgy
. siness,” said an official, ad- _Vande Bharat Express has a entertainment content pro-  as it was its inauvgual yug,
e - A T R T
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Railway Minister Piyush Goyal inside the cockpit of the India’s

first semi-high speed train, the Vande Bharat

Express, after it was flagged off by Prime Minister Narendra Modi from New Delhi Railway Stationon Friday.rn

PM flags off Vande Bharat Express;
operations to begin from February 17

Ajith Athrady

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra
Modi flagged-off the Vande Bharat
Express (Train 18), billed as India’s
fastest train, at New Delhi Railway
Station on Friday. .

The prime minister, Railway Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal and top railway offi-
cials, were present while flagging off
the semi high speed train, which will
run between New Delhiand Varanasi.

The commercial operations of the
train between two destination will
start from February 17. ,

The train had hit the speed of over
180 kmph during a trial run on a sec-
tion of the Delhi-Varanasiroute.

The semi-high speed Train 18,
which hasbeenrecentlyrechristened
Vande Bharat Express has travel
classes like the Shatabdi trains but
withbetter facilities, said the Ministry
of Railways.

The Vande Bharat Express, the
country first high semi high speed

A fe

train, was manufactured under the
‘Make in India’ initiative at Indian
Coach Factory in Chennai.

Earlier, the train was named as
Train-18 as it is completely in-house
design and manufacture, computer
modelling and working with a large
number of suppliers for system inte-
grationinjust18 months.

‘Will replace Shatabdi’
Gradually, Vande Bharat Express will
replace Shatabdi Express.

In Vande Bharat Express, coaches
are equipped with automatic doors,
GPS based audio-visual passengerin-
formation system, on-board hotspot
Wi-Fi for entertainment purposes,
and very comfortable seating.

Every coachhasapantrywith facil-
ity to serve hot meals, said the state-
ment from the Railways.

Addingupthe greenfootprints, the
train hasregenerative braking system
in the Vande Bharat Express coaches
which cansave upto 30% of electrical

energy.

Alltoiletsare bio-vacuumtype, said
the railways.

Vande Bharat Express has 16
air-conditioned coaches of which 2
are executive class coaches,

The total seating capacity is L128
passengers,

The chaircat faregare LA times the
base price of Shatabdi trains ranning
the same distance and that of the ex-
ecutive class 1.3 times of a fiest class
air-conditioned ticket inthe premium
train,

The all ait-conditioned lnxiy train
will take around elght houes to travel
between Delhi and Varanasi, halting
at only two stations — Kanpur and
Allahabad.

No other railway passes like privi:
lege, complimentary, post retirement
complimentary passes hall be peg-
missible in thiz train,” 2aid railway
official adding that tickets include
meal charges.

DH News Service
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Prime Minister
flags off
Vande Bharat
Express

BUSINESS LINE/ HUBBALLI

faoae wmge / §aﬂ%ar
DATE: 16.02.2019

Railway services have improved *

under NDA regi

lounnumu
. New Delhi, February 15
|prime  Minister Narendra
|Modi on Friday said there has
Iboeen a considerable improve-
mentin the services offered by
|the Railways , under the
| present government.
| He was addressing a public
gathering before flagging off
Ithe Vande Bharat Express
|(Train 18) between New Delhi
I,.‘:md Varanasi. >t -
Modi said, “You will remem-
i ber that the Railways website
j could book only 2,000 tickets
| per minute for the entire
country. Now the website has
|become more consumer-
{friendly and the maximum
i’{mmber of tickets booked has

9

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

increased to 20,000 per
minute.” ’

, Mod also said the pace bf
approvals for rail Infrastruc-
ture projects has quickened,
“Earlier, rallway projects took
two years to get necessary ap-
provals: Under the present

me, says Mod

government, projects get ap-
provals within six months.”

He sald the Centre has sue
cessfully completed a drive to
eliminate all unmanned cross.
Ings on broad-gauge tracks,

There were 8300 unmanned

raflway crossings when we
came to power. Today, there
are no unmanned crossings
on the broad gauge lines.*

Modi said the Railways has
made significant progress ui
der ‘Make in India' due to its
improved manufacturing eap-
abilities. He said modernisa.
tion of old and new rall coach
factories, conversion of diesel
englnes (o electric and starts
Ing new factorles have been
done, |
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After Vande Bharat more high-speed trains coming

MAMUNIDAS

Onboard Train 18, February1s
India plans to get on tracks 100
semi-high-speed trains on the
lines of Train 18 or Vande Bharat
Express, the country's fastest en-
gineless train. On Friday, a day
after the deadly terror attack in
Kashmir's Pulwama, Prime Min"
ister Narendra Modi flagged off
the Vande Bharat Express from
New Delhirailway station:

“We have started tendering
for 30 such trains, We have also
sought permission for another

- 100trainsthatwillrunalong the
Golden Quadrilateral and its di-
agonals. This is the first ‘Made in
India’ train," said Railway Minis-
ter Piyush Goyal, who boarded
the train along with a 200-
strong media contingent. .

Giving them company were
MPs and senior officials of the
Railway Ministry. Condoling the
death of soldiers in Pulwama,
Goyal said it was important to

keep the trainsrunning in theaf- '

termath of the terror strike, just
\like what happened soon after
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‘ Prlme Minister Narendra Modl ﬂagglng off the Vande Bharat Express
from the New Delhi rallway station on Friday SANDEEP SAXENA

the Mumbai attacks, The Vande
Bharat Express has been de-
veloped indigenously by the In-
tegral Coach Factory (ICF) in
Chennal. Designed for a max-
imum operational speed of 160
kmph, the train had attained a
speed of over 180 kmph during
its trials. The train will take eight
hours to travel from Delhi to
Varanasi and will stop at Kanpur
and Allahabad. It will run five
days a week. Slick from outside,
the train sports a single glass
window from one end to an-

other, and resembles a bullet
train, another pet project of the
Prime Minister.

The purple interiors are com-
fortable, more spacious than in
anairliner.Jt hasabout 900 exec-
utive seats in 16 air-conditioned
coaches and a total of over 1,100
seats. For travel between Delhi
and Varanasi, a chair-car ticket
will cost ¥1,760, and the execut-

Afusion of speed & comfort
» The Vande Bharat Express has

been developed by the Integral
Coach Factory, Chennal

» Deslgned for a maximuim

operational speed of 160 kmph

« For Dethi-Yaranasi, a chair-car

ticket will cost 1,760;
the executive-class fare will be
3,310, including food

« Has about 900 executive seats

In 16 A(C coaches and a total of
over 1,100 seats

» Will run five days a week

power compared to conven-
tional trains and the toilets use
bio-vacuum technology.

Commercial run from Feb 17
Bookings for the train, which
will have its commercial run
from February 17, have opened
on the IRCIC website. Trains for
the first day of commercial run
are fully booked. IRCTC has de-

ive class fare will be ¥3310, in-  signed the food menu with the
cluding food. Train18 alsohasa  Indian Institute of Hotel
green side to it: its braking syss  Management.

tem consumes significantly less
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Vande Bharat |
isour replyto
terrorists’

New Delhi: Railway minis-
ter Piyush Goyal on Friday \

PRI (7 {51 04 RGN 95N B S

said going ahead with thein-
auguration of the Vande

. Bharat Express accordingto
schedule was a message to |

% terrorists behind the Pulwa-

¥ ma attacks that India will |

4 notbowdowntoterror.

o] He said the decision to

& continue with the flagging
off programmewas‘mspired
by the way Mumbai reacted
by showing their resilience
in the aftermath of -the 26/11
attacks. India’s first semi-
high speed train, the Vande
Bharat Express, was flagged
off by Prime Minister Modi
on Friday from the New Del-
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Tram 18i 1mpact Airlines may temper fares for Kumbh tourists

Asuw:mmnms
MAMUNI DAS |
Nt‘wDthl rrhru lry15
With the flagging off of Train
18, the first fully made-in-India
seml Fhigh speed engineless
train on the Delhi to Varanasi
route, airlines may be forced
to rationalise fares on the
route particularly for the
Kumbh Mela enthustasts,

The train has two stops —
Kanpur and Allahabad. The
Ardh Kumbh Mela hasbeenon
at the Triveni Sangam in Alla-
habad from midjanuary to
early March where lakhs of
tourists are flocking to take a
dip at the confluence of the
Ganga, the Jamuna ‘and the
mythical Sarawati,

“Airfares to Allahabad and
Varanasi had increased by al-

The train bookings for Train 18 have been opened online and
passengers can board the train from February 17 ap

most 39 per cent during the
keyshnan(sacred bath)dates,”
said Aloke Bajpai, CEO, ixigo, a
hotel and travel booking
portal. With the Train 18 now

fully functional and the

Kumbh Mela coming to an
end, the airlines are likely to
temper the skyrocketing
prices to these destinations.

“I think the return fares will
move down to around

TARUN BHARAT / BELGAVI
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10,000 for advance bookings
and 15,000 for the last
minute (bookings)” said
Sharat Dhall, COO, Yatra On-
line, a large travel portal.

The train bookings for Train
18 have been open online and
passengers can board the
train from February 17. While
the train takes about eight to
nine hours to reach from
Delhi to Varanasi, the flights
take about 1 to 2 hours, dis-
counting the time it takes for
security clearance.

All other train tickets from
Delhi to Allahabad were sold-
out since last many weeks and
passengers have been facing
long waiting lists due to the
Kumbh Mela that attracts na-
tional and international tour-
ists. Airfare between Delhi and

Varanas for one way touched
9,000 during the period. The
Chalr Car tickets in Train 18 are
priced at 21,750 and executive
seats atover 13,000,

Iimpact of pricing

However, after the Kumbh eu-
phoria is over, It remains to be
seen how the Train 14 Impacts
the pricing of airlines in these
routes, Bajpai pointed out that
if booked three months in ad-
vance, an air ticket from Delhi
to Varanasi is almost on par
with train tickets of Vande
Mataram Express Chair Car
seat at below ¥1,900. It is only
after the Kumbh Mela is over
in March, the real dynamics of
train toflight competition will
surface between Delhi to
Varanasi.
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Railways to produce |
100 Train-18s to run
across country

Ajith Athrady

VARANASI, DHNS: The Railways will produce
100 Train-18s to run on semi-high speed routes
across the country, Railway Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Friday.

The minister was speaking to accompany-
ing media persons in the Train-18, which was
rechristined as Vande Bharat Express.

The train was on inaugural journey from
New Delhito Varanasi.

“PM Narendra Modi asked the Railways
to produce 100 more Train-18 and for pro-
ducing 30 trains, tender has been finalised,”
he said.

Make in India achievement
Manufacturing of Train-18-with indegenious
technology is an achievement of the Make In
India programme, the minister said.

The minister also said that all railway tracks
on Goldren Quadrilateral routes will be up-
graded with better infrastrecture to enable to

run trainata speed of 160 km per hour. -

\
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California’s suspension this -7

week of a high-speed rail project 2
underscores the uphill battle the
modern mode of transport facesin

political and economic obstacles
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-~ Enhancing amenities
“*“Enriching travel experience

Laying of Foundation Stone for
Redevelopment of Yesvantpur Railway Station

Towards'Developing State of the Art Station
WWWWW

Dedication to the Nation

Road Under Bridges in lieu of
Railway Gate Nos. 4, 4A, 5 and 10 between Bangarapet and Marikuppam

Gate Nos. 77 & 82 between Chikballapur & Kolar
In the Mission of Elimination of Level Crossing Railway Gates

and

99 Nos. of Divyangjan Toilets in 95 Stations over Bengaluru Division
As part of amenities for Specially Abled Passengers

100 Feet Flags at

Yesvantpur and KSR Bengaluru Railway Stations

mm-w!ﬂ'

0
Extension of
Foot Over Bridge from Platform No.9/10 to KSR Bengaluru Metro Railway Station
at KSR Bengaluru City Railway Station
To Provide Connectivity from City Station to Metro Station

Flagging off of
Extension of Train No. 06595 Yesvantpur - Devanahalli DEMU up to Chikballapur
Improves Connectivity of Chikballapur to Bengaluru

W

DV Sadananda Gowda

Minister for Statistics Programme Implementation &
Chemicals and Fertilizers
Government of India

Date: 16th February 2019 | Time - 10.30am
Venue : Yesvantpur Railway Station Third Entry
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SOUTH WESTERN RAILWAY

Journey towards fulfilling promise A
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