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The Samyuktha Karnataka News paper reporter Shri Veernagowda Patil has
written a special article about South Western Railway has taken initiative step to
generate Electricity through rooftop solar modules at Ballari Railway Station.
Railway officials and staff focused to implement this Project at North Karnataka
regions major stations like Ballari, Belgavi , Hospet, Hubballi efc. In Ballari Station
180KV Solar panel was installed on last year. it will generate approximately 5§
Lakh Kwh annually and estimated saving to Railways.
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. Trains cancelled

Hubballi: Train No. 56273 /
56274 Arsikere - Hubballi - Ar-
smerePassengerwﬂlbepartl
ally cancelled between Hari-
har - Hubballi - Harihar on all
daysexcept Monday from May
- 1.to May 10. Train No. 56913 /
56914 KSR Bengaluru - Hub-
balli - KSR Bengaluru Pas-
senger will be partially can-
celled between Chikjajur —
Hubballi - Chikjajur from
Mayl1toMay10. 7NN
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Boy jumps in front
of train, ends his life

TiMes News NETwork

Karwar: A 16-year-old boy
committed suicide by jum- -
ping in front a moving train
in Uttara Kannada district
onTuesday. Thebody, in stan-
ding position, was dragged
for more than 1km between
Kumta and Honnaavr rail-
way stations.

The deceased is Vijet Ra-
madas Naik, a resident of
Kudbail in Haldipur village
of Honnavar taluk. He had
reportedly jumped before
the passenger train which
was going to Mangaluru
from Goa. He is said to have
taken the extreme step aro-
und 10.20am at a spot 1km'
from Honnavar station. Af-

" ter the body got stuck in the
coupling hook of the engine,
theloco-pilot tried tostop the
trainby applyingbrakes. But
the train halted about 1km
away from where Vijet jum-
ped. The hook had pierced
through the neck of the boy.

Honnavar police rushed
to the spot and removed the

body from the hook and sent
ittothe government hospital
in Honnavar for postmor-
tem. Deepak Sharma, rail-
way inspector in Karwar, vi-
sited the spot and said since
the incident pertains to de-
ath, the case has been han-

. ded over to local police. The

exact reason behind the sui-
cideisyettobeascertained.

Pillion killed in accident
Abikeriderwasseriously in-
jured and his wife died when
a speeding lorry hit the bike
from behind on Arabail Ghat
near Yellapur in Utara Kan-
nadadistricton Tuesday. .

The injured is Subrama-
nya Narasimha Hegde, 50.
His wife Rekha Subrama-
nya Hegde, who was riding
pillion while going towards
Ankola from Yellapur, died
onthespotater the truck hit
the two-wheeler. The truck
fell into a gorge in the ghat,
after which its driver fled
from the spot. Yellapur poli-
ce have registered a case in
thisregard,
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Turf battléider’ailsfuture of Train 18

-Production of indigenously built, fastest trainsets hit by departmental tussle

S. VIJAY KUMAR

CHENNAI

Celebrated as India’s fastest
train and one of the most
successful products of the

‘Make in India’ initiative, fu- -

ture production of the indi-
genously-built Train 18 —
helmed by the Integral
Coach Factory (ICF) in Chen-
nai — has come under a
cloud, thanks to a -unre-
solved turf battle.
While the first train set;
christened the Vande Bharat
_ Express and flagged off by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, has been running suc-
cessfully for over 16 hours a
day between New Delhi and
Varanasi since February
2019, a spat over protocol
among officers of the Me-
chanical and Electrical de-
partments in the Railways,
has hit production of the se-
mi high-speed train. '

The ICF, the world’s lar-
gest rail coach manufactur-
ing unit, rolled out the Train
18 with a maximum operat-
ing speed of 160 kmph in a
record time of just 18
months in 2018.

The self-propelled train
sety.comprising 16 air-condi-
tioned coaches, was built at
a cost of T100 crore, about
half the cost of importing
such a rake, with about 80%
indigenous cogpﬁnexll)ts' in
alignment with the Prime
Miililsrger’s call for ‘Make in
India’. The indigenous de-
sign and development was

A TA

Stufk midway: Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagging off the

Il

it

Vande Bharat Express from New Delhi station in February.

*SANDEEP SARENA
i [

done by an in-house team of
the ICF led by then General
Manager Sudanshu Mani,
Principal Chief Mechanical

Engineers L.C. Trivedi and .

Shubranshu and Chief De-
sign Engineer S. Srinivas.

Approval protocol

However, it would seem
Train 18 has become a victim
of its own success. Accord-
ing to ICF sources, the Vigi-
lance Directorate is contem-
plating an inquiry into
allegations that the develop-
ment team compromised on
the safety of the train by not
obtaining technical approval
for the electrical systems
from a particular officer of
the Research Designs and
Standards Organisation

(RDSO), Lucknow. (The
RDSO a standardisation or-
ganisation of the Indian Rail-
ways.)

However, enquiries by
The Hindu revealed that ap-
provals were obtained from
the Train Set Directorate of
the RDSO, a multi-depart-
mental entity created to pro-
vide single window clea-
rances for faster production.

Railway officials have ar-
gued that the train was built
in record time only because
Team ICF developed the
prototype in anticipation of
approval from Train Set Di-
rectorate of the RDSO. This
was expeditious compared
to the conventional practice
of first obtaining the appro-
val and then building the

prototype. No time was lost
in waiting for sanctions and
approvals in building the
prototype.

“The net result is that the
train is running successfully
with not even a single issue
so far. Had there not been
functional autonomy in de-
ciding the design and equip-
ment, without any compro-
mise on safety and quality,
Train 18 would not have
come out on time and in the
shape in which it is running
today. The protocol issues
and the fight to stake claim
or ownership of the flagship
train has only hit the morale
of Team ICF,” a senior engi-
neer involved in making of
the Train 18 said on Tuesday.

The official, who pre-
ferred not to be quoted, said
key members of the Team

. ICF faced the threat of an in-

quiry or investigation by va-
rious agencies for no fault of
theirs. “After all a world class
product has been made at
Indian prices...since the pro-
ject was a huge success, the
Indian Railways ordered that
ten more train sets. (160
coaches) be made operation-
al by March 2020.”

Even after the train was
ready for roll out and had
been inspected by the then
Chairman, Railway Board, in -
October 2018, some vested
interests within the Railways
had sought to stall the
launch of the Train 18, sourc-

. es claimed.
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Aga&ala—B’Iuru
~ HumSafarExp |
derails, none hurt :

Guwahati: The 12504 Agarta- ;
la-Bengaluru Hum Safar Ex- :
press derailed between Chu- :
raibari and Kalkalighat sta- ;
tionsunder Lumdingdivision :
of Northeast Frontier Rail- g
way in Assam along Tripura
on Tuesday, an NFR press re-
lease said here. There was no
causality in the incident, said
the release issued by NFR
chief public relations officer |
Pranav Jyoti Sharma.

Two wheels of the front |
trolley of engine got derailed |
at a location about 26kms
away from Karimganj station
at7.52am, the CPRO said.

The train was pulled back |
| by arelief engine to Churaiba- |
ristationinthe Assam-Tripura
border and passengers were
provided with all necessary as-
sistance, Sharmasaid. Anacci-.

. dent relief train immediately
' left from Badarpur for the site
. and the NFR additional gener-
. al manager along with high of-
ficials rushed to the spot, he
| said. The accident relief ‘train'
began work immediately a_ﬁer
[ reachingthesite.p,m =% = 7/
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OUR BUREAU

Chennal, April 30

A strike by a section of em-
ployees and a glitch in the
automatic signalling system,
allegedly deliberately
triggered by two employees
of Chennai Metro Rail Ltd
(CMRL), resulted in the dis-
ruption of metro rail services
between Monday evening and
Tuesday afternoon, CMRL has
said.

“It has been identified that
two of CMRL non-executive
employees caused the auto-
matic signalling system to
malfunction on Monday even-
ing,” said a spokesperson of
CMRL.

Normalcy in metro service
was restored today at 130 pm
with all trains running as per
schedule after the service was
disrupted from Monday even-
ing due to the strike by a sec-

BUSINESS
IEEECR

tion of CMRL employees
seeking wage revision. There
was also a technical glitch
that affected signalling.

The disruption happened
for the first time since service
was in full swing in both dir-
ections - Chennai Airport to
Washermenpet and St
Thomas Mount to Chennai
Metro Hub - from February.

On Tuesday morning, the
disruption was mainly in the
St Thomas Mount to Chennai
Metro Hub sector. While em-
ployees claimed it was due to
their strike, officials said it
was a combination of both
the strike and signalling prob-
lems that disrupted services.

On Monday night, service
was stopped after 9 pm from
Airport to Washermenpet
while there was delay in the
return direction. Usually, it
takes 25 minutes from Gov-

Strike, signal system glitch disrupt

LUSE 7 HUSEALLL
ST/ gEAR
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Normalcy was restored on Tues

0.1 MAY 2019

day at 1.30 pm after the service was

Chennai met

disrupted from Monday evening due to the strike by a section of
CMRL employees seeking wage revision

ernment Estate to Nanganal-
lur Road, but on Monday
nightittook more than 115 hr.
This was due to the signalling
problem, said a driver of the
metro train

The CMRL in a late night
statement said, “The diploma
and 11 staff have been well-
paidand CMRL hasadhered to
norms. It is also being high-
lighted that the non executive

Scanned by CamScanner
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ro services

cadre are provided with ,
wages, which are double the
market wages, in addition to
5-10 per cent wage hike, which
has also been provided. Fur-
ther higher salaries would
mean higher fare for the pub-
lic, which is not sustainable.”

Manhandling of senior
CMRL officials by the striking
employees was also reported
onMonday. Confirming this,a
spokesperson for CMRL said
that 25-30 employees entered
the restricted area without
permission and manhandled
JGM (RS) and a lady manager
who was present.

On.Tuesday morning, an- 2
otherstatement said that all

Inter-corridor train services
between Chennai Central and

Chennai Airport was suspen-

ded temporarily due to tech-
nical glitches. They were
restored at1.30 pm.
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