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‘Tap water’ in sealed bottles:
SWR begins surprise checks

A video of a man filling tap water in Rail Neeru bottles goes viral

- Passengers at Hubablli railway statjon |expREss
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_ MALLIKARJUN HIREMATH
@ Hubballi

_ A video of a man purportedly
filling tap water in Rail Neeru
bottles at railway platform has
caused concerns among rail-
way passengers in Hubballi
and Dharwad.

The man is also seen sealing
bottles after filling tap water in
them. This has raised many ques-

¢ tions over services of the

1 railways.

*  The one-litre Rail Neeru bot-

: tle is being sold at Z10, whereas

[ many multinational brands are
selling water at Z20. Hence,

- there is always demand for the

1 water bottles of the railways.
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_* .Cashing in on the demand,
some vendors started filling tap
water in empty bottles and re-
selling them.

After the video went viral,
South Western Railway (SWR)
authorities got into action and
launched surprise checks. “We
are not sure where the video
was shot as footage has no de-
tails of the location. However,
as the video has gone viral, we
have decided to conduct sur-
prise checks at various stations
under SWR to ensure that such
acts are not repeated,” said a
senior official of the SWR.

“The train passengers blind-
ly believe that products sold at
the station and on trains are of

The matter has been brought
to the notice of officials who
are responsible for ensuring
safety of passengers. The
passes of vendors are being
checked and those who failed
to produce passes were fined
by the checking team

E Vijaya, Deputy General
Manager of SWR

good quality. But many times,
they are fooled by vendors by
giving them with inferior qual-
ity food and other products for
relatively higher prices. Re-fill-
ing of water bottles is one of the
acts adopted by vendors to fool
passengers,” said a passenger at
Hubballi railway station.

“What is seen in the video is
shocking and hard to believe.
The train passengers have to
think twice before buying water
bottles. It is the responsibility of
rail authorities to ensure quality
products by taking action against
such vendors,” he added.

Deputy General Manager of
SWR E Vijaya said senior au-
thorities have instructed offi-
cials and railway police to keep
an eye on such people. “The -
matter has been brought to the
notice of officials who are re-
sponsible for ensuring safety of
passengers. The passes of ven-
dors are being checked and
those who failed to produce
passes were fined by the check-
ing team,” she added.
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